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C H A F. L 

DEVBNSAHCEt 

A FEW DUDutes before three, (he went dows 
to the parlour, and found Mr. Carwell 
rodiag; : he role, fhe apologized for interruptins 
hiiD, and wa> going out of the room ag^n, but ho 
Had he was only reading for amufement, and IhouM 
be glad of her company ; dinner was feot in, and, 
before it concluded, the ftrangers were pretty well 
ftcquMnted. 

When the cloth was removed, and the would 
have retired, Mr Carwell alked her if her engage- 
menti called her away immediately. Onheran- 
fwering that file was not in a hurry, he faid.— then. 
Madam, you would do me a particular favour if 
you would, by ftaying, fuffer me to enjoy a plea- 
fure,^ hitherto denied me in this houfe, that of rati- 
onal conver{ation i for I alTure yoUj you are almoft 
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' the only rational being I ^ave fat down with here 
: fince I became a member of Lord George's family. 
The ocldii:y of. this fpeech attraf^d Conftancc's 
' intention, and as her bead was drcfled, and Ibe 
had nothing to attach her to one place more than to 
another, (be returned to her feat. She had, before 
dinner, mfentionc'd the 'luddennefs of-4ier acqiuunt- 
ance with Lady George Brenviile ; and gratitude 
for her kindnefs, made ier fpeak highly of her 
- ■ generofity to her. Mr. Carwell now reftmted the 
fubjeft, and faid her Ladylbip could not but be very 
'happy in fuch a companion, if flic had leifure to 
enjoy or refleft-^in the advantage.— I mill, tetumed 
'ConAance, thatitwece in my power to. make any 
acknowledgment for herTavoura : I thought I had 
.this morning found. out a means of exprefling my 
fenfe of the obljgatioDB I am under to her ; but I wa» 
■ .^fappointed. She then related her vifit to the nur- 
fery, and the oppolitiun her endeavours had met 
with. — It will, indeeti, faid Mr. Carwell, be more 
.than' an Herculean labour to communicate in- 
^ru£tion to chUdren hitherto lo ill managed.— This 
talk is referved for me, and it is growing every day 
more difficult; for Lady George protefts againft 
teaching the boys any thing till they ate feyen years 
" old ; then (he thinks talking to them will do ; thejr' 
will be ffl/ai/f ef xnderfianding rea/en ; aaw fhe ifl 
convinced all pains would be thrown away ; be^ 
fides, ftie caimot bear to hear children crying, and 
.ti> fee them with red eyes. As for the girls, he 
- flea. 



■continued, thej- were, I hoped m a better train; 
a very ingenioiig and-defeirmg woman, WiU re- 
commended to educace them, and engaged for the 
purpofe : flie was told when Die came, that Qie wai '' 
■to teach Mifs Breoville to fpcak French, that Ihe 
was not to ufe feverrty ; but to let her learn when 
-flie would. In a few days it was evident, that no 
.perluafion would induce MiIa BreoTllk to the 
rmalleU degree of applicatioo. The young wo- 
jnan, meaning to difcharge the duty Qje had un- 
dertaken, in order to make her read, one day con- 
fined her by the cruel method of pinning her to her 
knee, imagining that the lofs of liberty would foon 
-prevail on her j bat flic did not know the Bren- 
'ville fpirit ; Mift, enraged at her imprifonmcnt, 
broke from it, and with her frock torn, ran to Lady 
■<3eorge, who condoled with her, and feverely re- 
primanded her go\-ernefB. The miferies of depen- 
■dance obliged her to cxcufe her condud : flie faid 
flie underftood flie was to teach Mifs Brenvitic 
French, and iherefbrc wifticd her to read 3 very 
fmall portion of ihe ^ammar ; flie was anfwered, 
that what was meant by teaching Mfs Brenvllte 
French, was, that flic fliould fpeak it to her ;— how 
was a child of fix years old to underftand gram- 
mar? Gut of refpea td her recommendation, flie 
was not difmifled, but dcGred to remember flie was 
to ufe no feverity. She had been in the family 
about two months, when my Lady was told the 
SOvcaiefs flie had provided for her daughter, was 
" * very 
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very onfit for \.he employment, for thatMifs Brcn- 
ville uDderftooduot a word of French, aiid-coufd 
not read Englifti. IVlademoifelle was called, and 
iaKrrogated on ihe fuhjoft of her pupil's deficiency ; 
file pleaded the impraifticability of teaching, where 
all correSion, even the moil gentle, w.^i pfohitMted,' 
■aad where the ufe of books' was denied.; but (he was 
informed, that the beft method of teaching French, 
was by fpeaking it to the Scholar, aa that commuu- 
cated a hnbit of converfing in it fltKntly :. fhe urged, 
. that it was impolEtile to converfe with a perfen io 
a lang4iage-they had not "been preriow fly taught;? 
, that Mifs Brenville would not pay the lead attention 
to her, nor was flie to be won hy any incentives'.— 
The argument was .concluded by the young wo- 
man's difchargc ; and Lady George- means, atthc 
Jfr^ lii/ure epporluvity, to teach her daughter hep- 
felf. 

I wonder, faid Conftance, that my Lord docs 
■not intcrfcre in this very eflential pcrint. — He^ 
'interfere? returned Mr> Carwcll^ it is a figs, 
'that you are a Dranger-in this houfe.-— I am, in- 
deed, Ihe replied ; and if you would gin me any 
linformation that .would fpare roe the difficult la- 
bour of developing chara&rs, I Ihould ^iak nty^ 
lelf obliged to you ; but, continued (he, I belicTc 
I muft defer this «> another opportunity ; Lady 
George is come home to drefs, and perhsqis it ma.y 
■ be cxpefled I fhould wait on her. Is there any proba- 
ility of your return foon, Madam f fdd Mr.CarweJl. 
If 



If you are quite at'leirure, (he anfwere^, when her 
tadyftijp is gone out, which will, 1 Aipfofe, be 
in an hour and a half, I will trouble you again. 
—Mr. Carwell faid, he was wholly unengagSd, . 
that he would expei5t her, and would be where flie 
left hini ; and (he then went (o Lady George, who 
was dreifing, with all poiTtble eipcdiuon, 

A long vUIt fhe found unneceffary, and there- 
fore, that file might not be obliged again to leare 
Mr. C^rweil, flie finiftied her own drefs, and Citaa 
after received a meflage frcMn her LadyQiip, defiriug 
to fee her^— My dc«r, (aid Lady George, when Iht 
catered the room,, you u-« very, notable, to be fo 
complete already— you look beautifully.— Upoix 
my honour it is enough to make one in love with 
hOn^iazine and crapo« to fee you look fo well.*—! 
wanted to tell yon (he coach will call you rather 
before eight, and to delire you to take care I am told 
when it'Comes to mc, as I Ihould be very forry to 
make you wait.— Con llanee thanked her Ladyihip 
fbt her politenda, and would have left her, but flic 
begged her to ftay, that flie might have her opinioa 
of her doaths : the anxiety and exceffive pains be- 
ftowed on the important fubjefl of decoration, air 
ways difgufled Mifs Fitzarthur; and when flie faw 
how far, thatfhewat now a witnefs to, furpaffed all 
&e had before conceived of it, flie congratulated 
h^rfelf, thai as her drefs admitted of no variety, 
and flood in need of no tafte, fl»c was freed from all 
mentai exertions refpeaing it. - Lady George wa« 
B-j. moft 
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aiofl magnificently taudcy, and in fucfr t blaie 
of fiaery, as increafed Conftancc's fatiffafHon ar 
being ezempied from competition ; for fhe could 
not but imagine, that had fhc not worn mourningr 
and been drcfled in fuel) a flile as fhe fhould hav? ' 
thought proper for the occafionf her kaAySapi, if 
Ihe approved her own appearance, mull bars 
, thought herfelf difgraced by het c«np«iibn.^- 
Well, my dear, faid Lady George^ when her wo» 
man had put the fioifti'ng hand to her ornament, 
now tell roc how I look : do I look decent ?— I am 
furc you have a good taAe in drefs, though you axv 
now debarred from Ihewing it.— I never ftudied it 
fufficieatly, anCwered flic, to be an adept, but 
every one muft own your's fuperb. — And yet, re- 
turned Lady George, after all the pains and ex- 
pence beftowed on me, you eclipfe me.— It is 
true, faid Conftance, fmiling, when I Hand between, 
you and a fpe£Utor, for I then' appear a blade patch 
on you. — It ,15 a moft provoking thing, returned her 
Ladylhip, in atone of raillery, to be outdone by you. 
Why your hair looks at if it was only naturally 
curled; you difdain powder, and your flaxen locks 
have nothing to relieve ihtm but a bit (^ crape aad a- 
dingy feather. I Ihall certainly da yini fome mir--' 
chief out of envy, fo take care of yourfelf. — Hetr 
good-humoured raillery was put an end to by the- 
arrival of the carriage ; and CgoJlanee taking her' 
work, returned to the parlour, where fhc found Mr;. 
Carwell. 

He 



He rtccived her with plearure ; and having re- 
moved her apprehenlioas, th^it She inconTeniently 
detained him, he faid, — I may venture toeTercift 
lewards yoa, Madaro, a pctTilcge with has been 
ufekfs to tne in this hoaifi, that of fpeaking my 
fcntimcnts : a raind. fuch aayput's is aboTe'taking 
any^unfwr advantage, and you ihall profit -by. the 
Bxperrence I have deariy, very dearly bought ; but 
you need not fuch eiperienee ; you are not obliged 
wlam, to endure, .without repining, all .that ia in 
the power of ilUberahty and fuperiorlty to infli^ : 
Xpu may leave, this' houfe- when its' owners lofc 
thdr refpeft fer you — you arejiot neccltitated to 
Bear contumely and indignity. The blelSngs of 
adependance are a popular theme of dedamauon, . 
but no one can paint its felicity without having been 
awitncfs to what I fuffer. If you will bear me to 
be loquacious oathe fubjeia of my own miafonunes, . 
I-.wilt fliow yDu,.Madam^ whai. it is. to be a ptar 
ttUtlen o/ a AahU famify. 

Conflance profelled her readinefs to hear him,- 
and he continued. — 'My mother wasthefifterof 
Lord George Brenville'a father, and, by an impru-- 
oent marriuge, offemied her family, and reiih- 
^uiflied all expeflations from them : my father wa« 
Mitmvagant, aiid in a. few years fpent her fortune i- 
he died, and left her di;lreflbd : her bioiher, hear- 
ing fhe was a widow, and had me to malntam. 
Wrote to her, to tell her chat her (landing in need of 
ifillince Qiould be a rcafon with him for forgetting 
B4, ' alj 
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all inlmOfity, and to defire I might be fent to him, 
at he meant to be at the expencc of ediTcating me ; 
I was, by hit generofity, fent to fcbool with hii 
fons [ and by the death of my mother, foon after, 
my uncle'* houfe became my only home. My cou- 
fios coafidered me as a poor dependant, obliged to 
bear nith all they chofe I fliould fuffer, and early 
initiated me into habits of obedience : if their 
commands could not be complied with, an excuft 
nai anfwered by a blow; for they knew I did not 
dare to complain of their ill-treatment. We were 
tent together to college, and I now hoped, that as 
we were no longer boys, I fhould lead a lefs irk- 
fome life, and be allowed to follow my inclina- 
dont, which were directed to the acquilition of 
luiowledge ; but I wag dcceired : other picafures 
Were now their purfuit, and I was to be employed 
to procure them ; my nature rebelled ^ainA be- 
coming the minifter to tfaeir excdles, yet i knew 
that ruin followed difobedience. I had once gently 
hinted to my uncle, that my progrefs in learning 
was impeded by the attendance my coulins re- 
quired of me ; but he difcouraged all complaints:' 
told rae I muft be diligent, that it would do me no 
harm to learn lo bear barcKhips, and that he could 
not fuppofe his fans irould be wanting in regard to 
me. Though my difficulty was ivow inereafed to 
a ferious magnitude, and perhaps my next aflion 
was, that which would flamp a character on rae, I 
could Hot refolTc to rifque my benefactor's difplea-, , 
fure» 
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iifre,- nor could I hope that the rcprefentstion of a 
needy orphan would be preferred to the excufes of 
_ two laTOurite children. 

• In thb dilemma, I made our tutor, a rery re- 
fpe^table man, acqaaioted with my diftrefs i he 
did whM he could to reiiere me, by talking to tbc 
young men, but it was iocffeftual ; my miflers 
cared not what they did ; and at the money which , 
we were to have was to be remitted to them, and 
they were to pay me my portion of it, they knew 
the hold they had of me; We had been at Cam- 
bridge about a month, when vexation and the irr&' 
gularity they obliged mc to, injured my health, . 
moft fortunately for my emanripation ; for this 
occafion was improved by our tutor : he wrote to 
my uncle, informing hini, of ray illnefs, aad ad- , 
Tiling my removal to Aberdeen, which, as it was 
my native air, might 'probably recover me. To, 
fpare me all anxiety, this good friend forbore com- 
municating his propofal to me. till he was fure.of 
its fuccefs ; but when the approbation of hisfchemc 
arrived; and rbofe who drove me away heard of mjf 
iritentioB, they vehemently protefted againft it ! 
ail I could lay availed nothing ; however on re* 
prefenting to them, as the only thing that could 
move them, that I (hould Hve at lefs espence in 
Scotland, the advantage of flopping half my (hare 
of the money fent with us, induced them to ac- 
quiefcc, and they fiifFcred me to depart. At Aber- 
deen 'I piirfucd my Autlies uninterruptedly, «nd' 
B 5 ■ thought . 
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thougtit, as in purfuance of my generoui benefac— 
tor'* wifliu, Who could provide for me in that 
way, I had declared for the cburcb» all my diffi— 
cultiei were over. 

* 1 am fuR,Madaiii, you can feel for t&edifl»fles 
even of a flrangcr. While I waa at Aberdeen^ ■ 
houn of intenfe ftudy and application were relieved 
by the friendly fociety I met with. I became ac- 
quainted with t young woman, the daughter of a. 
gentleman of good family, but wfaofe means of 
li.ving were not more than adequate to his ncceffi- 
del, and who had been fiagularly kind to me. A 
IhoTt time convinced me, that much of my happt" 
nefs was derived from and dependant on her; hex 
virtues were many, and I fincerely loved and ef- 
teemed her. I told: her fo ; fflte referred me to her 
father i he heard me with pleafure, and promifed 
his confent to our marriage, ptavided I could get 
my uncle's approbation of it. 1 wrote to him on 
the fubjeft» and received for anfwer, that in fuch a 
bufinefs be Ihould not interfere, that he meant ta 
(trovide for me, and that, while I behaved as I had^ 
I nught depend on his friendflup j that he did not 
think he had even a right tb confent, bat that if I 
aiked his opinion on (he prudence of the meafure^ 
he would tell me he law no objeAion to it. I now 
fancied all I wiftied for within my reach ; and, fii- 
muUted as well by gratitude as inclination, vrith. ' 
much diligence endeavoured to qualify myfelf fbr 
the profcffioa I had chofen, I fitiilhed my fludiet>. 
Bi we 
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we were manied, and quitted Aberdeen to fpend a 
ft few weeks With a rebtioo. There I received the 
hlali of all mj hopes — my uncle died jaddenly, 
and leftme wholly deflitute^ 

* Had he'bequeathed to his eldeft fon, with the 
ability lo fulfill his iutentioni, hia beneTolencet 
my forrow for the lofi of lb gencfoua a friend, 
would^ have. been mixed with felf-interefted cosfi- 
derations ;,bat Ifoon founds that a legacy of lOoL 
was all I had to tEuH to. The young Duke ha4 
many who had better deferved hiiiavour to reward ; 
and a letter I- wa« forced to write to procure the 
payment of at U^ a part of my legacy, in order 
to fecurc me from want, was ■petulantly anfwered 
by a remittance of the whole, with an Intimation 
that all. farther iittercourfe was- to -ceafe.- 

* This (bock,, which from my knowledge of the 
perfonwhofe hand communicated it, lought to have 
•zpei^ed, almalLoverfet-me ; it flruck at the root of 
every enjoyment I, had promifcd- myfelf, and left 
lAe without even the means of future fubfiftence.— 
L had little acquaintance with the wotld, none with 
that part, of it. that could be of ferrice to me ; all 
my mother's, relation;, excepting this branch of 
them,- had continued, irreconcileable (o her, and 
their, tefentment I'urviving.>her, I had -nothing to 
Vope fmm them. To break this fevere difappoint- 
ment to ray wife, was a talk to which I found itiy- 
fcif very unequal ; as it was however nccelFary, I 
told hcr~ father, who advifed me to write to my 

B 6 couCo> 
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coufin, to reprefent the fitUHlkm in which I wu 
left, and to beg him to make good what hii fother 
had defigDcd. Tliat advice, which M my other 
lame an unjuAifiahle pride would hare forhiddeK m^ 
condefcending to follow, other coofideratitHii in- 
duced me to liftcD to. I wrote to the Duke, but he 
ner^r anfwered my letter. 

• We lived, with all the frugality we amU prac- 
tice, on the lool. I had recnved ; I wai continually 
meditating on my misfortunet, and fincerety mlhing 
I had been bred m Ibme trade, where by the labour 
of my hands I could have procured a mualenance. 
My dejection was vifible to all my friends ; I was 
tiniverfally pitied, but no one could relieve me. 
Thofe who had any intcrefl with my family, exerted 
' it by writing to the Duke, but all was inefie^al i 
be was not to be prevailed on ; and I faw nothing 
before me but mifcry, aggravated by the confcioul^ 
aefs that it was as feverely felt by another. Unable 
to bear the idea of having rewarded benevolent hof- 
^tality by bringing diftrefs home to my friend, 
ud by ruining his daughter's peace, I relblved 
to attempt fomething ; and, if it failed, to qmt the 
country, in fearch of any employment, however 
fervile, that would fubfift me. I flattered myfelf 
tiat Lord George Brenville had more humanity 
than his brother ; and though I knew, and by that 
knowledge had be^i deterred ircnn applying to htm, 
that it was not in his power to provide for me as the 
Duke could, I thought he might, jwrhaps, be pre- 
vaile4 



vailed on to ftcure mc from ftairing. Raifed a little 
by this hope, I communicated to my father-in-law 
and my wife an intcntioB I bad formed of wrtiiog 
to Lord George ; this he approved J but fhe fearing , 
that I fubjefled myfelf to new infults, oppofed it, 
felling me fhe traded Providence would in fome way 
or other prated us from want, and that {he had 
rather live on the fmatlefi poflible income, than bo 
beholden to the grudging Undnefs of fuch rela- 
toiis : r thought at fiw did ; yet, at I could not 
have acquitted myfelf of being accefiliry to my 
misfornines, if I had not followed the prefent im- 
pulfe, I inquired for Lord George BrenviUe, and 
learnt that he was in London, and had juA married 
a lady of very ki^e fortune. This drcumllance 
was in my favour, and I was ftill further encou- 
raged by hearing, that he and the duke had quar- 
refled. 

' I now thought that a fpirit of oppoiition might 
fupply the want of good will towards me, and tak- 
-bg advantage of the errors of others, I wrote to 
Lord George, ftating as modefllj aa I could my 
ezpeAations ; that by following the lineofeduca' 
tion which his father had marked out fer mc, I wu 
unfitted for getting my living by manual labour, 
and begging him, in order to fave one of his family 
irom ruin, to afHft me with his^interefl to prOcUro 
me fome ellablilhment in the church ; or if tka. 
Wat not to be done, to coi^ me to fuhfift where ■■ 
thes 
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then wai, till I could mcft with &ine employ*- 

* It wu near three montfair and ray legacy was- 
reduced marc than half, before I received any an— 
fwer. I had given up all hopea, and wa* preparing 
to meet my face with fortitude, when. I was fudden- 
ly rouftd by a letter froni Lord George, in wbicfa^ 
mfter blanung roe fevcrcly for chufing a profeffion 
^ai could not nttnntain Bie, and declaring that be 
had oeiiher intcicfl nor patronage, 1- was •told that. 
1 might come up to London, and perhaps fomething 
might be found out for me. Though I faw little 
in this to tempt me, Irefolvedtodo as diieffed, and. 
quitting all that «ai valuable to me, I in a few- days- 
reached London, with my cOuGb's cold invitation^ 
and ft fum (hort oftwBnty poundiin my pocket, 

' I- waited on Lord George, wfao received me- 
rather better thai) I had expeAed : he faid he would, 
fpeak tofomeof his friends toprocuceme occafional. 
employ* til-t fomething permanent could be found 
for mc ; and fecmcd pleafed ar hearing,, that an^ 
wuual income of one hundred pounds would dif- 
chaig« his oblijatiMi to iniereit hlmfelf for m©,. 
aud abundantly fatisfy me^ When I was about to-' 
quit him, he told me to be neat him, and to calL 
ea him now and then : accordiagly, I look , a'- 
lodging in die ndghbourhood, which though the 
cheapeft I could get, was veiy difproportionate to 
my finance*, and in a fortnight, after having qdled. 
QQ his lordflup three tines mthoui fating him, I 
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was obliged to write to himy to uU him I muft. fetic 
for a leis expenJive part of (he town to live id : thi* 
was anrwered by a donation of a guinea, and an order 
to be with bin the next morning at dreffing tine. 
I obeyed, and his vanity was gratifed by exhibiting 
my dependaoce to bis valet and his hair-drefler : he 
dilTuaded me from leaving my lodgingsj and faid he 
would think what he could do ; that he had fo many 
applicatioDs he knew not which to attend to, but he, 
would try if he could get me any thing, and I 
Ibould hear from hiok , 

' A week elapfed, notlHng- was done ; and I be- 
gan agMn to defpair : when accidentally meeting my 
Cambridge tutor in the fireet, I communicated to 
him my difappointment, and begged hit advice ; 
this he very freely gaye me, and directed my atten- 
tion towards that, in which he imagined my coufin 
might eafily a&A me, the poA of private tutor, if 
polBble in a family of my own country. . Happy to 
have it in my power to relieve Lord George of any 
part of his labour, by giving him a hint how he 
might get rid of me, I went to him, faw him, and 
t«ld him what I had been advifed to : ~but the pro- 
pofal did not meet his concurrence : he faid he could 
have obtained fuch an employment fifty times for 
me, if he had liked the difgrace of having it faid 
a relatioa of his was a /ervant ; that it was not 
agreeable to him, and that if I would wait mth, 
patience he would certainly' think of me, and I 
fltouU fte what could be dooc* I promi&d to be 
dircfied 
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d'treAed by him ; but fainted,' that if fbmethiiigwai 
not fliMtly devifed, the fear of bang troublefome to 
him would force me to accept an offer of the kind 
I had mentioned: he faid I muftdoai I wootd, 
for that he knew I. was not to be perfuaded ; that I 
might call on him the next week, and he would in 
the mean time fpeak to Tomriwdy for me. 

* In {bort, madam, not to weary you with a 
minute detail, I dragged on three montha in ttu> 
miferable way, depending on my unkind relation - 
for my daily bread, and occalionally earning s 
guinea by my pen ; wher, one night about twelve 
o'clock, I was called out of my bed to attend Lord 
George. I went to him immediately, and found 
his chariot waiting at his door, and himready to 
go out ;. he met me in the hall, and telling me he 
was going to Ranelagh, and had not a mmute to 
fparc, but that he wanted to (peak wiih me, went inw 
one of the rooms, and I followed him [ he then in- 
formed mc of hia having that day determined on 
fettling me, and in a way that he hoped would 
fatisfy me. The fcheme waa tbia : — that I Ihould 
come into hia houfe, under the denomination of his . 
chaplain, an office which I hare iince found inctudet 
thofeof'bis fteward, bailiff, and fecrccary, and fi>r 
this be offered me tiir/^ pounds a year and my 
board. 1 defired to be allowed till the morning to 
confiderof his proppfal, as it was not cafy to refolve 
inflantly on becnming an exile from my country 
and connextons ; but be infixed on my detennining 
iattly, 
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ttninediaiely, at the lame time telling me thii «m 
all he would or could dofor me. To have rejeded 
the offer, though it was far from meeting my wilhet, 
ai it tied me to a fpot, and kept me entirely de- 
peudant, wontd in my fituation, have been mad- 
cefs : I therefore confented, and became a donielUc 
of tnycoulin's, who feemed now tohare fbrgottea 
either that I wa«, or that it was dilgraceful to be a 

*' More than fix years, madam, have I lived in m 
flate to which the mofl laborioui tcnl would he rela^ 
HtioD ; fepgrated from whatever is dear to me, a 
witnefj toexceffive licentiouftkefa;, andallihat it to 
be abhorred in modem high life ; and the ot^eA of 
contempt and ridicule. Lord George it a man of 
▼cry (lender endowments, hot 'headed, and without 
ilrength of mind to think for himfelf ; he is open to 
every temptation that pre fcnts itfelf under the title 
of pteafare, and having no intelle^ual refourcet, 
is perpetually lookmg abroad for variety. As his 
income originally wns very fmall, and as hit mar- 
riage has placed him in a fituation not often the lot 
©fay^ungerbrothci", hii dependants, and needy com- 
paniohs are numerous and expenfive ; he feemt to 
feel i^uliar pleafure from afibciating with thofe 
over whom he bai any pre-eminence, and a tittle 
well-timed adulation can fecure hit fervicet, or 
cominand hispurfe. WhenI have fuid this, I nad 
not add, that his fortune is in the wane ; fo many 
live out of it, that it cannot lail long, even witih 
oeconomy j 
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oecoDoniy ; but, notwithftanding all hi* foibles, .£ 
an iDcliaed to think, that had he been brought ug 
with mure reflraint, and had care been taken in the 
leleftian of hii company, he might have been at lead 
an innoxious member of focieiy^ As for her lady- 
ilup, flie, tbou£h-of a difpo&tion oppofite to her 
hiriband, fo orders her coudufl that it produces a 
£iMlar cSeH.. She detefls every.thing beueath her, 
has a taile for elegant expence of all kinds, is never- 
fo happy as in planning i/^te cbanipt'Te ; aod hav- 
iag a wonderful fertility of imagination, could con^ 
fume the revenue of a.prince in.the ornaments of a 
ball or nufquerade : hep extravagance is boundless, 
her- incliaatioDS keep, her conftantly poor i and fhe 
has taken as much pains to obliterate froniher. 
charataer all that made her refpeiaable, as others - 
would to acquire it ; her conduct is lefs escufable - 
than her hufliand's, as. Ihe has. a very fine under-- 
Handing,; an uader{laading that ought to point out~ 
to her the errors of her life j for.I am forry to fay, . 
her heart is as much worfe than my lord's, as her 
bead is better. And now, roadam,. giving rac cre- 
dit for the truth of what I have told you,, and add- - 
ijig to it the fpccimen you have had of the children's 
difpofitions, do you thinjt I am miflaken.in faying,., 
thai.a.riitiaaal. creature ia a novelty tome ?' 
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CHAP. 11. 



lNEBRtETT> 



A TEAR cf fmribility gliftened in Conflance'i 
eye at Mr. CarwcU't relatioaof lu« fu&ringi ; 
fhe wifhed to have fud fomethiog' lo him, but 
h«rfeeliDgsp|^T«i(eil her; he perceived, and wat 
pleafed with this evidence of a fympatheiic difpoli- 
tioQ, when an end was put to their converfatioD, by 
the arriral of a gentleman on bufinef* to hiir, and 
flie retired to her room, refle^ing on what fflte had 
heard. She faw new difiicultiet and incoaTcmenciet, 
and that flie muA, if Qie flaid with Lady George 
Srenville, either remain in folitude, and perhapi 
fink into contempt, or plungetnto an abyfs of folly 
and dilHpadon ; the firll might be difagrteable, the 
latter was impnuLent, daogerous* and irrational- 
She therefore refolvcd on availing hetfelf of the ex- 
cuTe of her yet recent iilnefs, and to adhere to that 
path which {he thought Icafl hazardous : truftiog to 
Lotd Reycolm's retarning ia a fliort timA to Eng- 
land, and hoofing that Lord George's family w«uU 
foon quit London, (he flattered herfelf it would 
not be difficult to endure importunity,, and even a 
relaxation of regard for that period. But that 
which gave her the moft concern, waa Mr. Carweil'* 
intinMtioii thai her bcnefeid^vfi wai lefi amiable 
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4>aD fhe had thought her ; this mottiiiednBd diC-- 
■ sppmnted her, as it diminillied the pleafure (he ex- 
pelled from the retirement into the covintrj-, and 
forced'her again to be on her guard. To a temper •■ 
naturally unfurpicious, .nottung jj more painful 
than roufing diflrufl ; . yet here confidence would 
haTC t>een fupineoels, and {he forcfaw the neceffity 
of caution and circumfpeflion, led Lady George, 
1^ heaping favouri on her, Aould expect fuch-r^. 
tumt and cottipliaoceo ai neither fuited her temper 
nor her fituation in life. She wifhed 0ie had had.- 
bme to alk Mr. Carwell in wkat pointi lie thought 
bcr ladylhip deficient, that flie might h>Te known 
againli what to arm herfclf ; and the determined,' 
when llie next iaw him, to tell him the particulara 
rflrer circumfiances, and to beg of him.fucb inform- 
nation as might enable herto behave with prudence, 
&fety, and propriety. 

A^ eight the carriage came ibr her, and took up < 
Lady George in Pall Mall. They went together ■ 
to her box at the Opera-hoofe, and Conftunce ttt- 
deavoured tadifmifs the fubjeft of her late medita- ■ 
lion, that (he might receive pleafure from the per-~ 
fprmance. lo a few minutes a gentkmen of Lady 
George's acquaintance entered the box, the ex- - 
€cSit freedom' ' of . wbofe converfaaon aftoniflied ' 
and difgufted Mifi Fitzarthur. A' fuccetfion of 
gcntlemeni chiefly of the military rank^ xatne in, 
fome of whom had been of the dinner party, .and in ; 
confeiitience of it^wereitotally unfit for company : < 
aU. 



»H reflraint being fcikenoff by IiiUilty, their eon- 
vcrfation with each ether, and with Lady George, 
-was fuch as nothing couiii cxciife, and only intoii- 
catioa account for. AU hope of being fuSered 
to hear any part of the opera. Con fiance was forced 
to abandon, and readily would Ute have given up 
that or any other gratification, to have got out of 
the houfe. Another opening x>f the box door mads 
her almoA defpferate, and prompted her to inTcnt 
fome pretext to efcape : the perfon Who came ia 
was Lord Farnford, whom (he waa not forry to fee, 
as he was fober, and. perhaps if he was aware of 
her painful Iliuation, might relieve her. He paid 
his devoirs to Lady George, and then getting near 
Coaftance, entered into particular chat with her : 
the eyes of thofe near them were now turjied Jo* 
trirdi her, as if fhe had, [ill he diHInguIflied hei^ 
renajned iaviUble : he faid to her in a low voicp .■»— 
" I mull not forget myfelf, and flay too long with 
you,"~-thea quitted her, and talked fomc time ia 
a whifiier to Lady George ; a dance interrupted 
them, he went out, and there remained only two 
gentlemen in the box. 

Lord George BrenviUe now joined them, in a 
Aate of vociferous intoxication ; the loudnefs of 
(he trio attracted the notice of feveral near tbenit 
And her ladylbip, feeing by Couflanu'i countea- 
iDce that (lie was uneafy, endeavoured to fileooe 
them, but to no purpofe ; (be then, bitting her 
hu&aod afmart'blcw with her fan, told bim hii 
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noife tm too much for Mirs Fitzarthur ; this hai 
fome effeft, thoagh not that intended ; forhe, pro- 
feffing in fcarcely arikulace foiutds hU foirow (or 
having diftuibed her, reeled towanis tier to make 
hi» peace : hit folly, his familiarity, hit affefling 
to pay her complimenti, h'ls admiration of her, 
and the licence of his whole behariour, rendered 
her unealinefi iotolerable, and really made her 
ill. 

Lady Geoi^c now sdvifed her going to the 
tea-room, and offered to accompany her, which (he 
joyfuliy tKcep«d, and fooo recovered; but not 
chufing to be again expofed as flu had juft been, 
fhe intimated a wifh that (he could return home. 
This would have been relincjuifhcd as impoflible to 
be gratified, had rot Lord Farnford, hearing of 
her indifpoCtion, fought her, to make a tender of 
his fervlces : her getting away Lady Georg« deemed 
impra^cable, however he undertook to accompliih 
it, and then her [adyfhip, whofe objeSion was evi* 
destly founded on her unwillingnefs to (juit her 
amulement, acquiefced in its poUibliity. ConAance 
did not much reUlh putting herfelf under Lord 
Farnfbrd's proteilion ; yet, after having been fo 
urgentto go home, Ihe could not decline it, other- 
wife than by faying flie would not give him fo 
much trouble : he infilled on catling his carriage 
up, and Lady Gtwrge laughing, faid to him ;— 
" Take ber with you : we all know how much 
" trouble it is for Lord Farnford to wait on 
Mifs 
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■'" "Mifs Fitzarthur :" and then returned into tlie 

" On inquiring, the footmen were found j but 
the. carriage was not ; a circumftance whith anger- 
-ed his lordfhip, though it pleafed Conftance, who 
alow propofed. fending for a chair : he would have 
perfuaded her to go back to Lady George till her 
coach came, but fhe had no inclination to a r«newd 
of her uneafinefs ; a cfaair was therefore procured, 
Lord Famford faw her in fecurity, and hii fervami 
attended her home. 

When flie was alone, flre'reflcfled on what had 
paft, and perceived with forrow that every change 
in her fwuation produced new evils ; fhe learnt 
from l.ady George'* fignificant fpecch, that Ixtrd 
Famford'* attention to her was thought particular, 
and FnMn the unreftrained .converfation flie had 
heard, (he was appreheniive that her proie6tref» 
watleb circumfpe^ than her exalted Jituation re- 
quired her to be. 

To have drawn a conchifion from fo fliort an 
acquaintance woold have been precipitate ; there- . 
fore, anileft ihe ftiould be uncharitable, the en- 
. deavoured toxjuiet her feara, determinmg only to 
do nothing that (he could not readily juftify, and, 
if {be found caufe, to withdraw from the houlie. 
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CHAP. III. 



A BOUT one o.clock Lady George Breavillc 
came home, anil about five her hutband : the 
violeni noife and buftle which fucceeded to hii 
letum had fubfided, and a midiught filenoe reigned, 
when Conlhmce, fmding that it was nearly eight 
o'clock, rofe and weci down flairi, intending to 
walk in a linall opening behind the houfe.— — 
A> Die crolTed the hall, Ihe was met by Mr. Car- 
well, who with ftirprisw aflted her whither fhc 
(rat going ; file told him, and he advifed her rather 
to walk in the Iquare, adding, that he Chould be 
happy in accompanjriDg her : her willi to Tpeak to . 
- him inclitied her to accept the civiUty, and they 
went out together. 

Whui fhe related to him what had pafled the 
preceding ereiung, and hinted her aA(Hiifiunent at 
the latitude Lady George allowed in conTcrfatbn, 
he {hook hii head, and anfwered :■— " You lee, 
" madam, how loon a woman may trifle away her 
" dignity : when Ifirfl knew Lady George Bren- 
" ville, nobody addrefled her but with refpefl; 
" now all treat her with an equal degree of famili- 
" arity, that appears to me tnfultlng. This it the 
** confequence of being alnayt in the public gaze, 
" and 



" smd negle^ng thofe fituatiwiiin wliidi.womett 
'* fhiiie more honiwrably, and la&daagBrouflft— 
".Lady Gcor^ would think ahy one nud who 
" Iboald tell her, that fbewould make at«ttera|i- 
** pearaQceinfaA'iiurfeiy than-at an opsraaratturf'- 
** qucrade, and niae tetitbi of the womeo of quality 
** in London would joitt her; but thu will BOttnaks 
** thcfk£totlicTwire,norcDDv)aceflie,thatitisQttliei' 
" rational, pr«dent, becmntng, anurthconufl^im* 
** moral for one whofeeicvatedrankRadanhnraa 
** example, to fpend one half of the day in lying t- 
** bed, drdfio^, and paying uMxta vi&u ; and 'the 
** other half, with the night kid into it, in araufe- 
** menti, which, inftead of anfwering the p^rpofes 
" of recreation, fatigM; and in heariog iwiUenfe 
** thai tends to cormpthcr morals.'* 

Constance exprefled without KftrTC-to Mr. 
Carwell her feart, led Lady -Oeorge't want of 
caatioR an her own condu^might involTe any one 
wha (hould be her cotnpanioD, in difficulties : (he 
nentioned to him, how flte-had been tencd by 
Lord George's impeitinence ; and afltedhim Whe- 
ther, if the worldiunderftood herladylLip'afoiblet, 
flie Oiould not be blamed far appearing with her ? 
*-" No madatn,** Mr. Carwcll anlwered, " your 
^connexions and espedations are, 1 Had, abun- 
•• dantly fnfficient to authorize you j ■ belide, yott 
" are perfeSly faft while you have one fo well 
** able and fo nnich inclined to proteA you : high 
** rank will not, I own, alwaya {top the mouth of 
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*^ dcttaflion, but when it is kcawn that any iin- 
■*< peachmcnC will be immediately revenged, or in 
*^ Other wotda, that a. fighTiii^ gentleman prote^ 
-" a laily* k. regard f»r petfoonl £ifeiy does that 
*' which ought to be the effe£) of benevolence aitd 
" charity : — you need not be afraid," continued 
he, while Conflance remained lilent and unable t9 
^omprtheod his msafling, " were you indeed witb- 
.^' but friends, Laiiy Geor^'s want of con£dei> 
^' Mion might occslionally dilirefs you ; but yov 
" are too difliiiguiflied to be fubje^ to any xbing 
-*' lilie iitfult, At leaft fiam fobcr men." " Indeed, 
, '" Sir," replied Confiance, " you are mifinformedt 
f* if you think I have any better proteflion tha> 
-" iiiBpcence j— ;I :*mft truft entirely to jny owa 
" afTions for ffttisty, for I know not any genilemaa 
.'*, in Englahd to whom I could with, propriety 
.«' apply for proteftion." " You might acati timei 

-" command it," interrupted Mr, Carwell. 7 

" From whom f" Conftanee aiked, " Why fure- 
" ly from Lord Famford," leturwed be." " Froio 
." Loi:d Farnford ? " .faid llie, " he is one of the 
." laA men in the- tporld whofe proie^on I would 
'',alt, and I have ever reckoned and found the 
" bebg obliged to accept it a fevere raififortune." 

** Your idea*' of delicacy," replied Mr. Cap- 
well, " are, I perceive, very refined j yet y<« 
P are lUU fafe, for jhe world does pot know you 
" would not avail yourfelf of ilys ^dwwpiagc,. and 
■*', will therefore fuppofc the .danger jisgccat a? it 
" appeafs." 



■* appears." " I ought," faid Mjfs. Fitzartliur, 
■** to rejoice even in 3 fecuiity arifing from •airtsg 
*' \dcAa in others ; bw really this imagined protec- 
'* tion 13 highly injuriou* to ra£, and I dare faj 
** Lord Fsirnford would refcnt Tuch a fuppolicionj 
" for many whowiU^iw very liberally, are Juftljf 
" ofiended at b«ng JrmvM an for their bounty.'.' 
" I fear," replied Mr, Carwell, " thit cither my , 
" norionB of your fituation are very erroneous, or 
*' thatyounjifunderfiandme." " Then lelt me,'' 
faid fhe, " what your notions ire, and I will either 
*' correct or confirro them." 

"jThc day before you came to Lady George\" 

anfwered Mr. Carwell, " I heard her tell fome , 

company at dinner,- whom fhe was tp have on ^ 

vifii to her ; many knew you, and others afked 

if it was Xorrf Farnford's Mlfs Fitxarthar f fhf 

replied that it was, and the converfation thep 

turned on wkat I conftrued into an intendt^ 

match betweep you ; it was talked, of as highljr 

advantageous to you j Lord Farnford's perfev^- 

r^Qce was admired, and on her ladyfhip's a{^< 

fwering a doubt fuggefted, whether it would at 

laft be a match, by taking on herfelf to alTuj^ 

the perfon that it ivould bo, and that preparations 

' were aflually n^akiag for the, wedding j majy 

'' rejoiced at it, and were invited to meet you tlje 

" next day, with acharge,. whjchappearcd tpctflj- 

tain fomething myfterious, not ta raentioa Lcj^d 

Farnford in your hearing." . , . .- ,j ■ 
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TtuimtelUgenceiriMleCotiftanccfmlle; Oietcfli ' 
Mr. Carwell, that Lady George wa* herfelf mucb 
deceived j and, ' faid flu, ■" If you will believe mC| 
*• it ncrer will be a match, tt leaR not till I have 
■*' loft myfenfes; I fuf^fled her ladyflrip was ia 
** an error of tU> iAtid, «nd it hat been tsy nait- 
'" fertune to lind it veiy difBcult to ccoiTince the 
** world that it i$ poffible todillikeLord Farnfotd; 
" fogrcat is the prejudice in hli farour.** " The 
*' prejudice ii great indeed," replied Mt. Carwelli 
-** I know no >un fo univeffailjr a favourite, md 
" yet I think bis charaAcr h veiy ill underAood; 
■^ I was very much incl'med-to beCeve Lady George 
•' unpored on,'and you hate liow proved that flje 
^ li, and liaVe folv'ed the only douhtl eniertaitied 
■*' after coiiverfing with you yefterday* That a 
" perfbnof yotirunderAanding, <&fcemment, and 
'" apparent regard ior virtue cOuld look with com- 
** plairance on 'fucfa a msu'at Lord Earnford, I 
'* will ingeniouOy own, ^ad wktiout fear of offend- 
<*' ing you, aflonifhed me; and I could only ac- 
*" count'for fo Wtero^ncOusaJitatch ai this I had 
" heard mentioned, by your fenft of the danger of 
" an expdfed fitnation : that you flioidd be obliged 
** to make fucli a facrifiee ralfed my pity for you, 
-" and I wifhed to'Team whether your confent to 
** tlie marriage was the effefl of Ignorance of Lord 
"*'' Farrifbrd** character, or the "refult of- prudential 
•' 'raotives. lam liaj)py to find yOu & confiftfcnt, 
1^ ud tltat youJiave aa alteinativc; for I am per- 
** fvadcd 
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*•' rmd'ed, that that mifery yet remain! to be in- 
•*■ 3i£te4,' from which a connexion with him would 
**" be a releafe; he ija-mnn I have ever fliunned^ 
** for I araallowed the liberty of dining at my owjt. 
*• exp«nct, or on the kindneft of my friend*, wheij. 
•• the company aC home is fuch be I do not like- 
** This privilege 1 enjoy, becaufe I have beta 
" fometime* a reftTMnt on coBvcrfation ; andwith- 
•* out it my fervitude would be Intolerable, ai my 
** profeflion ia frequently the fubjcft of their con- 
•* Tivial mirth' ;. an iniimation therefore, thac 
** Lord George has a party of gentlemen to dimierr 
** wami me to dime abroad, and the mefitioa of the 
** £ad of Ftrnfo^;'^ one of them, detennipci m^ 
**' ^ber to £aft tfiaji to ipeet them."' 

A fliPW.er obli^d thQ. v41(e'> '<> '^'tir% to thp 
^ufe ; Ij-My George's nfomsn met ConAapce ia 
t^ halL ni^ bee l«dyfiijp^ ^<*<^£l>ow°^*t V^ % 
]^Qafl:that Mifi Fuza;:-chiir would apt nait break,- 
ftfi; 6>r hei^ u Qte waft mdifi^oCed, and fboi^d lie 
iq, bei, lotigec tl^ut vfual. TJ^ if^, ^t a futgefi, 
of vexatioB,- Mr. Carwelt bad sot br^kftedi iai 
they fat down together m the parlour where they had 
dined the preceding day ; bi? wife w^, the to{tt£ of 
their difiroude, and the account be gare of her wu 
filch aj excited ConOance'i indigaatian againft thofe 
•n w^om he WM dependant, when he told l^er that 
fince be left Scotland on Lord George's fummons 
hehadnotreenher. "I might once," Jaid he, "have 
** gone ■ but it wat on condition that I procurc4 and 
C a "pud 
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** paid a fubflitutt during my abfence j and tfiis Jr- 
prired me of the means of defraying my travelling 
expencei j fo that eventuaHyit ia arefufal. Never 
till this moment did Cooftance fed the lofs of her 
fonunc i never till now didfhe wiib for riches. 



CHAP. IV. 



XENCOHTHK. 

SHE prefently after, ciuitted Mr. CarveU ; ani 
between eleven and twelve o'tock, Lady 
George, who was not yet rifen, fent to beg to Ipeak 
with her. Her Ladyfliip was engaged out to din- 
ner at Lord Farnford^s, and tried to perfuade Con- 
fiance to be of the party ; but flie giM excufed, and 
could not forbear wondering, when one minute 
Lady George was tailing of her engagement, and 
the next complaining of being, as (he appearet^ 
Yery ill. 

Not knowing her general praflice or what her 
coKiftitution would bear, and thinking that (he really 
ran "great hazard even by getting up, Conflance 
aJked her if (he held it prudent to go out. — Oyet, 
replied her Ladyfliip ; 1 never (by at home while 
I can cMwI, I (hall lie till ray hair is to be drefled ; 
but you, my dear, had better go out ; the cldidKti 

* ■ ^ ' would 
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VmrtJ thank j'o\i for taking tliem in' the carnage ? 
01-, if you chufe to go alone, they ftiall wa]k. 
t'onflance aceejited the fii^ propofai, and the coach 
was ordered at two. Tlie three eldeft childi-en and 
bneof ihe narfe* went with her; their airing -wat 
into St. Jame* s Pafk, and- they got out to walk iir 
the Mall- ' . '. 

Th' y had quitted tlie carriage but afiiort cim<r, 
when Conftaiice fodnd- caufe to repent her having 
done fo- Mifs BteBvilltr called out— Lord Ca- 
tome, Lord Galorne, here's Lord- Caiorae— let'i 
go and- meet him,— ^r(d isftantly fet out, moft es- 
peditioufly followed by her brothetf,-^— What t» 
do, whether it was moft ad^able to go on towards 
■Hitfif tQ ftand llill, to retreat, or to return to thp 
eoach, (he was-incapnble of judging;— the fight <jf 
>him nearly fufpended the ufc «£ bee faculties, and 
thia evideaee that he was wclL known to^ Lord 
George Brenville's fonilyT coinpleale4 her difirefa. 
He would havecrofled the walk, but the childretk 
cUnging ta him, he flopped, and talked to' the% 
while Conliance, retrained by having the foofnian 
suid the nurCe behind her,' from a precipitate retreat, 
went on flowlyr ifaepafled Lord Calome, who had 
-firoduced an orange which the children were jump- 
ing at, and ftie hoped if this contention tailed a few 
-ininUtes, ihe fliould be far enough before them to 
avoid him. Prefently Mifs Brenville, who had 
gotten the orange, came niuning after her and 
tried to drag her to join them ; but not beii^ 
C 4 able, 
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abl^to do u die wiAcd, (he quitted her, aiul re* 
nnned to Lord Calorae, who now walked with the 
ahiUrao a few pacei behind Mif* Finunbur. Slie 
kard him aSc. the eUefi how long that lady ha<{ 
been with her mamma.— Ever iiace the day before 
^fien^y, anCwered the child» adding — Now do 
CMoe and talk to her ; you don't Ifnow how good' ' 
Htired Ihe ii.— In dii* reqiteft her brother jmned, 
enforcing it by faying, with all the earaefiDeA of 
inCuicy and admiration^ You muft come and hxve 
iipeepat her;— 4eok under her hat ; fiu bat got 
MTO fach. fWeet eyet.— O flu ii ■ beauty I fb ntule 
ttpr aBttrilthemudk. 

ffi» Zitttdflup hawertt vna not to be prevajled 
Mf ; the fenrant tried to Slescc ^ young geaile-- 
Jhen ; and Lord Calome afked Mif> Brcaville bow 
loAgcbeMy waftloflaywithtbeM. — I don't knov, 
Oie'rcplied; flic gotestnio the cottDtryipthnaRMMt 

To hear horfelf thus tke ftbjca of tthjuiiy «s 
M» to be bOTDB. Confiance mended berpace, aid 
tflp* af a gMtfit £&aBite before thetn. A wifliBov 
ntt, that It were poflUe tore^ry L^Calome'i 
niftidce ila^isoagiDUig the letter* he had feot tohtr 
*<reof hcrwiitinig; fdr thwfHrpt^e&efusHnaiMd 
Iter courage, ttod dcterndaed whcs Q]* racked ibe 
ftd)te-yard gate, to propofc to the childtea retumisg 
so the coach ; and* if Lord Cakxne w^ flill with 
thenii to addrcA herfelf to him. Accordingly Ak 
liiBend them to come within a few yards of her, and 
dun turning round and fiopping, ftie toU HiA 
< Brurille 
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BreaviUe (he wat gtnng to the coadi, tad defircd 
ihat jhe and her Itrothcn would come^ Ai thev 
appro^ch^ her, Lord Calonie wai quitting ttiem, 
when forcing bcrfelf to fpealc, file &id,-^{7 Lord^ 
I wilh very much to explain a tDiSak f'" ' ft ie could, 
not utter another word } flic drew out her huidker* 
chief, and treipblcd from heidtofoet: apaufiiei^ 
fued ; he waited a &w fecoodt, ag If to hear what 
fhe had to lay, and tlio, turning from ber to Mi& 
Breoville, delire4 bef to lell hern«inma he Coald 
not dine witl> her (fa Monday^ nor^he wai afrud* 
before he went out of town. He then ^Tljf tljr left 
them ; the children ran to the carriage ; aiul Gonv 
fiance, fcarcely ^ble. to tipporl herfelf^ fidtowed 
them. Ia their way home the cbul4 not fo colledt 
herfelf as to difgoilc h?F dtflrefs, and flic wat ob> 
ti£ed to afn-ibe it to the &tigae of walkings 

The life fhe led at Lord George Brenvilte'i) wi* 
•f fuch a kind, aato exclude almoft all r^e^on^ 
^nd'liad, in forae nteafure, bcen/avouT^le t9 her* 
as it htwl prevented her rumtnoui^ on die unfortu- 
nate event* of the lall twelve nwnthf ;. bUt tlut fuf> 
panfioD nci the > ipci:cared her fortitude} not lelSsned 
her lenfilnlity ; her feeUngi were IBll the faaie^ 
whether they were Riomentariljr or rarely caUc4 
forth, and what fhe fufTered &9m this un^irtiuut^ 
iencontFe, was exquiliteJy p^ful* 

As foon as they entered the hfufe, La^y (^eotge. 

defiled to fee her : Oie went) to her, found her fllll 

m bed,, ajidj tfoat Miff BrenviUc jnight ^'lire): Iter 

C ; mc&g^ 
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tncflage, took her in her hand. When what Lord 
Caloroe had (aid was repeated. Lady George feemed 
afioDilhed^ and alked Mifs Fitzarthur if the was 
fure that was the ittetTage he feot, for tha.t fuch a 
difappoinuneat wa» impolTible, the dinner party fot , 
Monday. haTing been invited exprefsly to meet him. i 
•—Mils Brenville is vtry correiS, Conftance an- 
- fwcie4 ; I believe (he gave the mcffage in the words 
fhc received it in^— And did he adiga no rca- 
fott? Lady George alked. — No, flie replied, 
he laid no more than your Ladyfhip has kcard.^ 
IiOrdCalorae, returned Lady George, is a mighty 
oddyooDg man : 1 never faw an^ body lb altered. 
Z mull fend my Lord to him to know the realbn : 
it U too late to change the day now ; perhaps his ' 
engagement may be put off. She then dtfmifled her 
daughter, and employed Conflance to write a note 
to Lord George, to telt him of Lord Calorne's 
difappointment of her, and to dcGre hitn to call on 
himt and know if the engagement that prevented 
him^ could not be ppflponed. This flie fent by her 
woman ; and Lord George verbally anfwered it by 
faying, they Iho^ meet Lord Calorne in the even- 
ing, and he would take an oppiMtunity of mention- 
ing it to him.f— I forgot, faid Lady George, when 
flie received this anfwer, that we Ihould fee him to- 
night 1 we fup at my brother's ; I wiUi, my dear, 
you would not objeiS to going there with iw ; we 
fliall leave our dinner party by ten. Indeed, re- 
pUed Q^llance, happy in t)«ng allowed a nega- 
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tWe, it would be very improper for 'me ; I muft 
beg to rcmun at home in the evening, for I un 
fure fupping out would lay me up ag»n. 

Lady George tiied to prevail on her, but Cod- 
flance't refblution was fo Avengthened by the inti- 
mation that Ihe Ihould meet Lord Calome, that fhe 
remained immoveable. This vifhtry gaiaed,(he Ifcfr 
' ber Ladyfliip to the dutiei of her toilet ; bat vm 
{■tefently fummoned agun ; the in£fpofida>n her 
Ladyllup complained of at nooa, was iocreAfed, 
and Ihe now declared herlelf unable to go out. It 
WM therefote agreed that flie would pemaiit where 
fhe was ; and Conflance mas to (Koe by hftMS la 
the adjmniDg room ; this flie agcordingty did i and 
Lady George eipreffed herielf much obtigedtober 
for coniitung herfclf with her. 

About niB* o'clock, ]»er Ladyffiip's forrow for 
the difappoiiiiment ihe had met mtfa, getting the 
better of the regard (br had for ber health, Otq 
fancied hcrfeil mucb mended, and was not 'to be 
difTuaded froia g$tticg up, snd preparing to go to 
her-brothcr's ; Ibe therefore role,' had her hair drcfl^ 
^ ed", and at e!e«n fee out bi her cljair ;. but not till 
the hour of her departure did (hecealj; urging C<hi> 
fiance to go wiih bev-: flie could not pTCrail, fo^ 
the zHilwer ihe received from Mifs Fitzanhur, wo* 
diat, as fobn as her Ladythip wAs gone, flic fhouM! 
retire to -bed. 



CHAP.. 
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ALMOST •* fi)OD at ConOance leuhed ber 
cbambor, a (errut tame to the iloor, ami 
ga^dw Bi^whow»t«dflaherB-iioteforIier : it 
CMtMBcd a Kqwa bom Mr. Corwell that ihe 
would JanraThiin with half an faoutV conTcriadoa. 
Coafid w ing that le^itudc of intentioii it am alwajr* 
a (ecuikjr againfi ceafure, and that much misbt be 
Udifitwcrckaoirntliatlbe Ibid at home under 
pntenccafcarefarbcrbealth, aod&t upwich Mr. 
Carwcll, fhe thought it soft prudent to fticufe 
IwriH^ though the wilhed much (o hear why be 
had feat to her. She therefore Rturoed her coin- 
pBmenti, that fhe «nu reij forry Ibe could not do 
wtat he defind, but that be Qiould hare an opp<»> 
taniiy of fcong him in the nxmung, and would re- 
acnbcT hit mcflage* 

Bc£ora nine o'clock the next Moraing Xailf 
Gcngc'i vonan talkie liram her Lady, to de&n that 
UiA Pkzarthar ^outdwalkin the fquare with the 
^iUrcK, and ii ak. about what tiae ike would re- 
tunii ai ber Ladyflnp would then breakfiifi, and 
ibould hope for the pleafure of her con^any. Con^ 
ftaacc, fcarcety underflauifiBg the request, repUcd 
Am flw would be at bene at any tunc Ladyt^eorgc ' 
would 
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imuMname, half pad ten was appointed, and beinf 
totd thu the children were ready, flie, though a Uttlc 
sexcd at being obliged to poftpone fiwing Mr. Car- 
well, went dowa wiih [hem. In the hall he met' 
them, looked dilappoiuted, and aJked if flie was .go 
ing out'>— file anfwered the was, bat would not for- 
get her promife ; he fliook hig bead, and faybg,r^ 
I beg) Madam, I may fee you U (he fiifl leifure, 
returned into Hic parlour. 

Hoping to give Inm an c^ponunicy, which front 
his xnxiety in fceking it, die fuppofed he had fome 
good reafon for wilhing for, flie contrived to come 
home- rather before the appointed time, but he wu 
then with Lord George : Hie therefore went to her 
Ladyfliip; breakfafi waslVntin, andihey fat down 
together. The plan of the day wai fettled, and 
commumcated : the momiDgwas devoted to fhop- 
ping-; dinner waa Ordered at four, and placet were 
token for the play, whither Lady George inG%d 
on ConAancc's accompanying her, as it would not' 
oblige her to Gt up late. 

The following I hurfday, Ihewat now told, was 
the day fixol on fortbeir leaving I^adoii, and her 
Ladyflup talked, with more feelmg than Con- 
flance ezpe^ed, of the pleafure flie promifod her- 
ftlf fron her company in the country. That 
they were foon to <quit fo irregular a life as that 
^ey led in town, waa no grief to Mift FitxarthUT} 
aof hadflie anyonein Loodonfroin whom fhe re< 
gietted her sbfetux j y¥t there was fomcihing 
wtucb 
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which damped the enjoyment flic would othenrife 
hvrt looked for, id the idea that the wis forfaking alt 
the conne£don8 flic had already fotmed, to attach her- 
felf to people whc^e conduct and principtes milita- 
ted agun 11 her own; but latitude would not fuffer 
her to encourage fcDtinMots <rf iflike : flie felt very 
fenfibly Lady Gcorge'a kiiidneli ; and ceofidered, 
that however injudickially (he might demonflratc her 
afTeftion, her obligation wat not leSened ; and fbe 
flattered herfeTf that in retirement, as it would re- 
move her from the vortes of dilTipation which now 
made her giddy, 0ie would' difcover herfelf fofftStd 
efmany virtuea, and lt|M Ae might be an anuable 
companion, 

■ At thefirftijanfeafterbreahfaftiConftan^erofeto 
go inr hopes of finding Mr. Carwell; but Ihe was de- 
tained to hear how the interval preceding Thurfday 
was allotted : the following day, which was Sunday, 
was that oiiwWch herLaifyfliip wai to gtre her 
laft grand tmn. Mifi Fitzarthur involuo^y flariv- 
ed at the information j for notwilhflanifitig flic had 
been iccuftomed to high life, this was a praflice (he 
was only fcy report aci]uair»ed with,- Mn. StaveiKtt 
having uniformly declined csrd-lnvitations for that 
day.— ^Lady George perceiving hpr countenance 
itipved, aiketl her what' was the ttvanflr,-*Do yow 
approve, flie replied, of having cards oA Su^day^ 
—No, feid her Ladyflup, I d« not apprfai it ;■ 
indeed I have never thought much about it : one 
jnuAdoit, or look fingutar^ aod-that- I mortally 
- . hate* 
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hate. Do not fay any thing about it, or Carwell - 
will grumble. I wifh the genthmap would picafe to 
hold his toogue, and eat his pudding. It is Juch a 
piece of primitive Chriftianity, I am almo ft tempted 
to think he hid himfelf in fome corner, and efcapcd 

the deluge. Oh ! you breatfafted with him yef- 

terday, roy dear*: what do you think of him ? is 
he not a queer creature ? what did he' entertain you 
with? — an account of his'wife ? 

He mentioned her, ConflSnce anfwered,' and re- 
gretted his abfence from her in (uct terms, as 
made me wifti he could fee heir. "Well, he may 
foon perhaps,' feid Lady George .-'bii^ (Kdhe not 
draw her like aii "angel? 'One would imagine, to 
hear him, tlj^lfhe'.was the very heft woman in the 
world.-! — Conflance remarked, that his' error wai 
on the right fide. ■ Very true,' replied h'erLady- 
fiiip,' and yet 1 dare fay after all, my coufin, fwee* - 
Mrs, Carivell, is fome' awkward fcd-faced Scotch 
dowdy.— 1 -hiive not heard any thing of her for s 
long while;' indeed CarwelFand I fcldom meet how, 
for we are not very good friends. ' I am forry for 
that, Coriitance replied : by what I faw of him, I 
thought him a deferving mian. Yes, refymed Ladj^ 
Geo'rge, fo he is, in fbme refpefls ; hut he chofe to 
.tike part with a very fine lady', who ^is rCCom'- 
meDded to me as & govdrnefs for tSe girls i-ahigi 
noraat creature that taught them nothing, and ufej 
them fli^kin^y ; and he and I have been af'odd^ 
CT^r fincc ; hV h^ better liate been £lent j for si 
' that 
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that time my brother had a ^nag t^ 300I. a year; 
to give away, and he o&red n>c a prefcatation to 
it &r Carwell ; but I thought lhi> too great » price 
to pay for the getitleman*i good huoiour, and theit- 
ton let my brother give it to whom he would. 

Ths portrait Lady Oeor^ had now drawn of 
ber own heart, inclined Conflance to think ItiU 
better of Mr. Carwell : the contempt with which 
he wat treated, the cruelty of ber revenge, and the 
pleafurc which fhe feenied to take ia depreciatiag 
hii worth, excited her indigoadoa at the one, and 
ber pity for the other. AU ideat of pkafure to be 
derived ftOQi the (bciety of a perfoo fo regardlefs of 
the happneli of a felk>w-<:reaturer fo uojuft, and 
fa nulicious, in a moment yatiilhed, and not even 
;he fenfe of her obligation! to Lady George Been-' 
vilte could make her refrain from def^fing her.— 
But Ihc was not long allowed to reflet j her aum- 
tenance declared that Ihe was deficient in the •Orai 
gtul for torrociuiDg, and that fhe did not rejoice in 
the iojury done to Mr. Carwclt. Her Ladyihip^ 
tbcrcfere refiuning the difcourfe, from which Iha 
had digrelTed, to fpeak of him, faid, that on Mon- 
day they were to tuTe a large company t<t dinner ^ 
fmd by the war, continued the, I forgot to telLyoif 
;Jbout Lonl Calorne': you luow we W(re tp fee hin) 
laft aigM U my brother'e, and pi^.n): to i|ii];uire gf 
luiR, hit reafoD for diiappinnting uf . Well! b^iya) 
pot cwne when »c west in, «id J sflted my %Qxc 
if flw t&l SM expcfi hiip; fl^ »(d n^c>-N« ,- ^v 
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AiOi he had callecT in jufi before; dinoer, and ^d 
fonwthing particular had happened, which would 
prevent hi* coming ; fo 1 &ncy he meani to fcrve 
every body fo ; and the way my fiftcr fays he exr 
cu{ed himfelf in, vm the oddeil that could be i, 
when he came in, Qie totd me, he feemed to call 
only by way of goffip^g ; and they talked of feve- 
ral things and people : at tail flte happened to meiw 
CioD who he would meet at fupper, which was not 
iL matter of importance or anything new to htm j ' 
for the party wai fettled three weeks ago ; and you 
were the only addition to it, <» elfe Ok declaici fhc 
fttould have thought he did not like the company j 
for very foon after he made hli excu{e, «nd aet. 
chufing to give any fatiifailory rca{bn» went away. 
Now did you ever hear of fucb unaccountable twr 
baviour ? He ii aa odd youo^ nan. I am &UXJ 
for it ; he nfed to be extremely agreeable. 

^erhapt, &d Cottfiaiice, who could v«y ^vell 
have explained his condud. and &w plainly why 
he would not dine at Lord George's on Monday^ 
Lord Calorne did not care to meet you till he had 
apologized for his dilappointing you.— Lord ! my 
dear, cried her LadyQiip, could be not as wellhave 
done that at my brother'^. 1 believe he is mad,— 
Mifs Ecklow is quite right in being deliberate, for 
I dare £iy he will foon break out violently. ' 

Though Conftancc had hitherto dlfguifed her 
intercil in this converfation, ihe could not anfwer 
for being nble to hold out much longer : and there* 
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fore at the firft interval rofc, faying that if h€r 
Ladj'lhip coiilt! rpnre her, Ihe hada little bufinefsf 
which ihe wiftied to do before ihe went out. — ■■ 
Go, by all means, replied Lady George ; never let 
me confine you ; yow will be in your own room, I ' 
fuppofe ; I (liall call in, and look at you prefently j 
fori mu ft come up to fee my pigs ; I have not feea 
them fince Wednefday. — Thi» civility of coming to 
her room, Conftance would have gladly dec^Qcd ; 
but (he could not do it. She hoped however, that 
fhe fhould not be obliged to Day long above italis, 
and might yet have an opportunity of meeting Mn 
Carwell before fhe went out. In lefi thsA half an 
hour herLadyflup came up, and K»ak her into the 
nurfcry ; while they were there the coach came to 
the door, and Lady George was prefently ready .^ 
Conftance faw Mr. Carwell, at they went down a. 
the little parlour ; fhe fhook her head at lum, ani 
hefeemedtounderflandher, and the followed Lad; 
George to the carriage. 
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THEY, rcturnod home before three o^clock, 
and her Ladjrfhlp, fitting down to drefs, de- 
tained Cooftance fo long in convcrfation, (hat the 
Ipace left her was not more than neeeffary for hec 
s;ettlnt' ready by dinner time. As foon ai (lie couhl 
free herfelf, ibe haftened up ilairs, hoping by ufing 
all poffible cspedition, t" fccure five minutes. "Left, 
however, flie-fliould not be able to meet with Mr. 
Carwell, flie thought it prudent to feiie the prefent 
opportunity ; and therefore ran down to the par* 
tour, where (he fortunately found him. He told 
her what he had to fay could not be communicated 
in -to tbort a time u (he had to fpare ; that tbe^ 
were both fo confined aa ts reader tbeic holding 
any Converfation that day impoffible, and that oa 
the following it would ibe too late. But> faid hej 
Madam, (taking a letter froii) his pocket, if you 
will read this, and cao give me an anfiver to nighr, 
it will-ferve the .purpofe for which I wilhed tQ fee 
you : my defirc ;of giving you the informauan it 
contains, verbally, arofe from an idea that I might 
fierhaps foften it. I am fure, at leaft I hopf , you 
haveprefence of nund fuffid«nt for tbe.oqcaSott; 
*~" ' and 
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tnd I tell yoo, wKeo you read it,, you muft €»lTect 
all your fortitude t Aoavt fait to give me an an- 
fwer. 

Afionillied W what he ludfui^ and impatient to- 
know what he meant, file took the letter, andy bear- 
ing Lord George's •oice, harried up ftaiR. 

The ftrvant who waited on her was in the room ? 
and from the caution given her, (he was afraid of 
witnelTes. To poftpone the indulgence of her cu- 
rioGty, «ai therefore necsflary; and having; be- 
llowed as little time at poffible on decoratiott, Aa 
dirmilC^ hcc mud, opened her letter* and read ■• 
follows f 

* Madam^ 

''My depeadftnce on {.ordilndLuly Georgr 
f' Brennlle, hat induced thento make roe ^h a pro— 

* pofitisn at» if I had not hoptd fgrajtoppprtuhi^ttE 
* flmf ul iw g you, I flujuldk &^m ttff.CQn^plcxipair- 
'wean, have inftuKan«ouf!|t rej«{{c4; but v Z 

* can now know &oid yott how I flwll de«^M i^ t»- 
'(enayoumoA ofieiidaJIj',.'IhByod«£Kd%> much' 
*-tiine to c,oafiHei die, at I tcufittd,. might ^ocwft- 
*'0wt6e,iai'KiBatiaDl w«nt..lfittd that an hat book 
^made ufe of to koq> ub aitmder,, and that I havens' 
■aeafontftcxpeStafee-yoajioDQ; Jiowcva^ ai thit 

* method is ^1 oyeai, I fhouU hold myfclf iBeic.a£t- 
*bleifl remittncdlUent ona.Ail^edof fuchii]^U'> 

* lance to ybu, merely bccaufc X was pnvanetd 
( &flm fpeaking to yotb. 
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* 1 am wtolly unable to preface what 1 hare to 
* Cay, by any Aiag that can (pare you the pain I am 
■* apprchenfive y<« will fed. Your unfufpicioui ' 

* heart will be wounded wheb y^u And ibdfe whom 
** you believed to' have a&d on fhe fnoft heoevo- 
■* lent principlet; impdSagon yoinijferce-apurpbfo 
■* which thej' dare not avQw;attd plotting the Jefinic- 
' tton bfall your comfort : let the conflderatten that 
** itts not yet too late to defeat their Icheme,aninilte 

* you to exertion— you muft tell me what to do, Mid 

* you may depend (m my lefvices, — ^The matter it 
■* briefly this i— 

* Lord Geofj^ came to me yeflei'day naming 

* with an air-of uncoimnonVindners, and told me he 

* had fdmithing to propofe which he hoped >X'ould 
'* give me pleafurc ; ' he then defired me to follow 

* him to Lady Geary's dreOJng raorn^ and froni 
■* ihem jtuiitly I learnt that by i finall acquiefcence 
■* in a wBh of their'i I might feeure their favour, aod 

* any indulgence in fame panicolar* about -which I 

* WMonxious. — 1 will not reveal to you, 'Ma^&nit 

* thcctrcumftaneesoftheirdficr, left you fhouldun* 

* willingly bid me,reje& it. ' I have hitherto lived 
' witboat fuch fiivours, andlruft, I Jhall never be 

* reduced to eat (be bread of iniquity. 

' • The fenrioe I was to perform they informed m^ 

* would be attended with little or no trouble t with 

* neither danger nor ex pence.— ^Not iatmidiaiely^ 

* perhstpSf but I fee it will be attended irith infinite 
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*. trouble— trcuble of m'md— danger which qont, 

* who was not an infidel, wovild incur — and a- 
•peoceoF all integrity here, and all hopes he reaf; 

* ter. ■ Iq (hort, Madam, to tell )-ou as cote 
' renUy as my agitation of mind will .permit, it 
' was nothing lefi than that, on their arrival in 
' the countcy, I rtiould fecond their intention rf 
' obUging you to marry Lord Farnford, who is to 
' meet you there for the purpofc; and by »irtueof 

* the holy profeffion to which God has called mt, 
' doom you to mlfery in this world, and myftif 
' eternally in the next. At the repetition of fuch 
' complicated bafenefs 1, ftill ftudder, though 1 

* have for the Uft thirty houn thought of nothing 
' elfe. I fee you, while you read this, pale and 
' trembling ; but do not be difcouraged ; be confi- 

* dent, and tell me how I fiiall beft ferre you. 

* Were I to decline, as I might do, being thf 

* inftrument of fuch an outrage, I fliould, 1 fear, 

* leave you ftill eipofed to their attempts by other 

* means. I will not prefuine to diaate to you, 
' only let me entreat you, if this unexperted infbr- 
' mation deprives you of the power of conCdeniig 

* what is Irji to be done, not to fuffffl: any fear of 

* injuring me, to keep. you a moment longer than ij 

* neceilary in this ftate of danger. One method I 
'• will venture to propofe :;*— fliew this letter to Lady 
' George, and I will not flirink from the confe- 

* quenccs. 

■■■'"■■■"".•■ ' ■' Iwill 
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' I ^¥^ll not Mailam, take up your time, which 
■ would be beit bellowed in providing for your 
f fafety, longer tlian to affure you, nothing fliall 
' prerail on me to be the abettor of fuch a fcheme ■ 
* and that I am, with the greatell regard and refped, 
' your moll obedient humble ferrant, 

' Brenvii.leCaj(weLI_' 
The dinner hen rang juft as fliehadfinifliedthe 
periifal of thi. allouilhing tetter; but her maid wa. 
To occupied, that.Jhough /lie heard, die did 'not obey 
It. A fervant came to call her, and Ibe went dowH 
to the dining parlour, with a heart very little dif- 
pofed to meet thofe with whom (he was to fit at 
table. . She was abnoj llupiHed- with horror, and 
farcely able to recoliea where ll,e was, or whOni 
■ flie faw. To prevent inquiries, fi„ endeavoured to 
appear compofed,- and was comfoiied by ftoing IMr 
Carwellwastoheof the party; a head,ch bore 
theblanse of her vifiUe diforder, and excnfed her 
from any aiate io the.convetfation, which, if ,»„,„ 
/<./;o.dtcouldbe.c,l|ed,wa« as cpld and li/eUfs „ 
JliMofperfon. who.are out 9f their element when 
Jeft .with no other company than.their family, ufuafc. 
>y it 4s fetu. a, diamerwas removed "(he begged 
jjemnlSoo to retire, ,»hich,. a. her .going to the p|., 
was .infilled on, tyaBgiwted, as it would condnc, 
to her. recpReiy. - 

She now btigan to deliberate, ai calmly as Ibi 

couU, o, Ite.anfwtr (he ftould, „„ jj^ Car 

Sells aul forcinglrer ttrooghB (»mit].e contem. 

plation 

..,-,Gt>ojlc 
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platioa of the treachery thn had fo nearly in- 
fiiared her, to the meani of avwdittg it, her fifft k- 
folve wn not to go into the country with L.or4 
George*! fvnily: the hopcdto hftvcan-apportuBi- 
ty the ant d^y of f««ng Mr. Cuwell and adnfiiig 
withtuRion the fteptfiiefliould take ; in the mean 
time file fotr nothing elfe wai neceflary, thaa to 
funufh-him with an anTwer to the propofal. The 
method which appeared to her belt calculated to 
fecure a* well Mr. Carwellas herfelf, was, for htm ' 
to accept the ofTer : ai fhe intended quitting the houft 
before ThurlHay, it could do her no hnm, and 
would prevent lus feeling any ill aSt&a froiu re- 
fentment : on thU Ihe therefore concluded, .and 
wrote her featimentt in diii tnllet : 

' With the fincereft gratitude for your ge- 

* nerofify and concern forme, I prefume to advife 
*-yonr accepting Lord Geoffc'a tffcr, mi c*ndi- 
'rion you ue reqaind to do no more ibtm ik* 
•/doty of your profeffioD« ihit advice you may 
*fftfely follow, for I will not ftay here till Tbuif- 

* day ;- if however, it caa any way hurt you, 

* rcjea it, and adopt any mber method. I am 
**. forced to go to the play Hum eveiwig, but M- 
*ffiptTOw-iBonung I vnM, at kU aTeati, come early 
■ into the little parlour,, and confidt you bow I Ihall 
•tO. 

*ltm your moft oUiged humMe fcrrint, 
'* 6oii»tanceMat».d«Fituu(tbbk.' 
Th» 
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The next thing to be done wa», to tanrty this 
Bote,, and to do fo fecarety wiwdiflicull. Employ 
ing; a fervant, might perhaps be the meauiofdif- 
covering Mr. Carwell's kioJneli, and the chancel 
againft her meeting him accidentally were many; 
—Not being able to devife any unobjeAioo^le 
Icbeme, (be put the Bote ki her pocket, and went 
to the parlour, where the party ihe had left, flill 
were. To her great fatisfaflioB, Ihe foon found 
that Mr. Carwell waa to go to the play with thepi, 
fo that Che could hardly f^il of the opportunity fhe 
waited for. 

They all we»t together to the ftage-boi; and 
Conftance, whofe thoughts were occupied, not 
with what flie was to fee, but with what flic had 
Icaraed, begged to fit behind Lady George. Mr, 
Carwcll fcemed to cxpeA her av^ling herfelf of 
their fituation ; and (he, at the firft moment when 
the attention of her companions was fufficiently en- 
^ged, flipped the note into his hand. 

She waited impatiently for the time of returning 
borne, that fhe might get rid of the reftrunt her be- 
ing obliged to feem in fomc meafure amufad was oa 
. her ; her ojunion of what others faw, beard, and 
were charmed with, was alketj, when ihe had not 
attended to any part of it ; anJ fhe wi* foiced again 
toadoptoftheexcufe the h:aJ-ach. 

At Uft the entertainment vat over, and tbey got 
toM the carriage. I«rdsnd Lady Oeoi^, on thric 
arrival at home, fat dowo to fupper, from which 

VOL. III. i) flie 
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ihc got fafily cxcufed, and went tnimediMely » 
bed ; where the i»^t wm raifenibly fpent in rumi- 
nation Ml thb new misforrune ; to aroid which, wa 
howerer, eafy. About pine the nest morning, ihe 
went down, found Mr. CarwcU waiting- for her; 
and it the fight of him burA into tean. He cndca- 
TDured to cheer her ; and renewing his promifei d 
affiftance, began to talk to her oh what Ihe had de- 
terrnined to do. He exprefled himrelf indebted a 
her for baving fo fccured him againfl Ixtrd George') 
anger; and told her, be had accepted the offer, pro- 
Tided he waa only called b to read the fervice.— 
She then advifed with him on the manner in which 
Ihe fiionld leave the hotife ; to do it- abruptly, 
though her treacherous benefa^refs might gucfi 
the reafbn, would, to the world, bear the appear- 
ance of ingratitude; and what cxcufe to find Av 
quitting it, (he knew not. 

They had proceeded no farther when they heard 
I^dy George's woman inquiring if Mifg Fitzarthur 
was gone out. Mr. Carwell itn mediately weat into 
the next room, and the fervani braught a requeft 
from her -Lady, that Conftance would breakfaft 
whh her af'eleveo. If Lady Oeoege Ariihes it, fbe 
replied^ I will certainly watt on her; gtherwife I 
intended bieakfalUng earlier, and gomg to church. — 
This anfwer wa« deUvercd; and her Ladyfhip'l 
^Dlic< acquiefcenco Tfturncd. Conftence then do- 
Siteli to have the lea-thingi fent kito the parlour, 
wheiv Qic was, and Hie and Mr. Carwdl fat down 
together. 
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to, the . She now aiketl Mm what could be the 
motive thai actuated people, to nearly ftrutgen to 
her, thus clandefilnely to interfere in that, ia which 
they had no c<H)cem. Of diii he feemed fully tn- 
farmed> and told her, he would develt^ the icheme 
to her. It ori|rinateB, faid he, with hcrZ^yihip; 
with whom the Earl ia much too great a forourite. 
Putting together what I have at varioua times heard 
and feen, I collet that the iandog you hither waa 
concerted between thcfe two. She idolize* Lttrd 
Farnford, and would, I am convinced, Orifice 
every confideration to pleale bim : he knew he was 
fure of her fervicet ; and, to prevul on her huf- 
band, he offered fuch pecuniary temptationt, at he 
by experiment had found irrefilHbic. Lord George 
Brenville is needy, and hi* confcience by no means 
invulnerable! From the anxiety manifelled in this 
bufinefs, I infer, that the advantages accrumg from 
it are great ; every thing is now fettled ; and your 
hofpitable friend* either are, or aSeiX to be per- 
fuaded, that you will be aa well pleafed as any body. 
This was urged to me as a reafon for my Concuc- 
rencc ; but I was well aflured that your diflike 
of Lord Farnford was too radical to be inipofed on. 
I think myfelf fingularly happy in having previ- 
oafly learned your fentiments, and in being made 
the meant of preferving you from a defign, which, 
as all poffiUe art has been ufed to infirire you with 
coofidetice, nujht have entrapped you. 

Da Juft 
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JuA u break£ift m* fiiufhed, her Ladylhip (ea% 
to dcfire Mili Fitzarthnr would come to her. I 
believe, £ud Mr. Carwell, Lady George is not 
quite eafy with refpeA to me ; Jhe thinks I fbali 
betray her j and if you find it expedient to own 
that I have done lb, I beg you will. Nothing fhall 
induce me to it, Cooflance anfwered ; if I faw anjr 
danger of my being reduced to fuch an extremity, 
I would lca«e the houfe this nunute, rather than g« 
to her. 
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SH E found Lady George juft arifen. So, ay 
dear Mifs Fitzarthur, faid fhe, you are moft 
devoutly grang to church ! have you break^ed f 
—You did not breakfaft alone, I hope, did you f 
—On her anfwering in the negative, her Lady- 
fliip continued— I tvanted to delire you to have the 
ffarnftSe, and coaJk you to take Mift Brenville witb 
you, 
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you, for the ha» never yet been in a church ; an4 I 
dare fay flie will be quite delighted if you will be fo 
kind as to let her go with you — Certaioly, replied 
Conftance, I flwU be happy to oblige her.— You 
are very good, faid Lady Georg« j how ate you en- 
gaged afterwards t you niuft go with me to Hyde- 
Park. — If you pleafe, (he anfwered ; but I muft beg 
your Ladyfliip to fifpenfe with my being in the 
drawing room to-night.— Do as you Ukc befi, fad 
ker Ladylhip j but I fljall be pulled to pieces if you 
are not there. If you do not tike cards oit a Sunday, 
] will not oblige you to play ; only, furely you 
Tnigbt be in the room. Conftance lepeating her 
with to be eicufed. Lady George alked what Ihc 
muft fay tv thofe who inquired after her : muft I 
lell them, faid Ihe, that you went away for fear* 
the deling fhould tumble on us for playing on a 
Sunday ? they will kill themfelves with laughing. 
"-Affiga what reafon you think proper, replied 
Conftance ; I am fure your LadyQup would not 
— ■■ ' Here Ihe broke off, recoUeding that 
tberewas nothing improper tKat ihe could be fute 
her Ladylhip would not do ; but the hiatus was 
not percdved.— Lady George, of courfe anfweced : 
Ceruinly not ; do at is moft agreeable to yourfelf; 
and, with ibb licence, Mifs.Fitzarthur, to a*oid 
Cunher importunity, left her. ^ 

She went to church wit*! Mifs Brenvaie, who 
lundly, by the intolerable rudenefs of her behaviotu, 
ptevcoted equally her attending to the {ervke and to 
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the fnbjeA the wu moft prone to meditate on* On 
her return, flwfouDd Lady George dreffing ; ftfuc- 
ce^gn ot vifitorB, who, in the true Ipirit o< Chrit 
liaatcy, came to beftow that time cm herwluch tbey 
coukl tu)t otherwife employ, detained her tUl three 
o'clodc, when (he and Cooftance let out ibr the 
Sunday drag. 

It wai h^py th»r Lady Oeorgc'* fpirit* were 
more than caaiinoDly Ugh, ai the condnu^ fupply 
of ideal m her own mind pievented her obferrinj 
her compaiuon*s deje^tbn, and fuperfcded all nc- 
ceSty (tf exertion. Under fuch meUiDcboly d^ 
cumftances, to have fupported convecTatio a, of cvea 
the lighteft kind, and with an indifferent perfon, 
would havebeen painful, bow much more To with 
'' one who Ihe knew, while externally fhc appeared, if 
thoughilbfi and trifling, yet aitle& and undefigning, 
meditated a plot againft her, the itKvitaWe tendency 
of which to ruin her peace, no want of confider- 
ation, no indifpofitlea to look fonracd, could have 
concealed frotti her ! for Lady George wa* notde- 
feflive either in judgment or penetration : where 
her paffions and her Inter.-ft were unconcerned, her 
ftgaeity was confpicuous ; but what was her ineli- 
natitn, wns flrft confulted, and reafon, honour, 
duty, virtue, all yielded to their defpotic fovercif n. 

The diuDcr party this day, was that of the one 
preceding: the remove into the country was the 
topic of converfacion ; and ConAance was obliged 
10 hear Jefcripuons of enjoymentt fhe .never meant 
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■ to partake of, and-promifes of pleufure which flic 
never intended calling on them to fullill. When 
they rofc fionvtable, Lady George, whofe attach- 
ment to her dear Mifs Fitzarthur fcemed hourly to 
increafe, would not fuffer her togoj alicdging, that 
as file was not to fee her in the evening', ilte could 
not bear to lofe fo much of her company. 

At lafl the hurry of the rout began, and Con- 
fiance baviiig; prerioully borrowed a boCik of Mr. 
Carwell, retired to the dreffing room, where her 
^eftionate friend had defired her to fit that the 
might relieve her fatigue when her company was 
difpo&d of, by coming to chat with her. The dif- 
tra^Hon of her thoughts, and the budle of the houfe 
■ made it impolfiblc for her to fix her. attention ; fhe 
waa fo much engrofled by Lady George Brenvilie's 
.newly difcovered character, that there w» no room 
in her mind to admit any other idea, and therefore 
laying her book away fhe became abforbed in con^ 
temptation. Her Ladylhip did not leave her long 
in fotitudc ; Ihe well knew how dreadful it was, and 
the benevolence of her nature would not fuffer her 
to expofe her beloved to it's horrors : flie tried to 
perfuade her to come into the drawing-rtwrn, but' 
fiuling, flte' defilled, and away fhe went ; in a few 
nuDittes fhe returned with Lady Etnma Peryton, . 
who hearing Mifs Fitzanhur was in the houfe, 
could not ref) till fhe had feen her ; her fiay was 
not long, but it was aa introdu^n to that vrfaicb 
. Conlbutce w^hed.t4^AT<U<l : all flf her acquaintance 
D4. now. 
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now came to her, and other*, m whom the beat of the 
card rooms \ra* intolerable, feemg the track man; 
followed, fou^t thU more temperate climate ; b 
that the was as ntuch engaged in company ai fhc 
could have been ia the drawing-room. 

At length they were again fummoned to thdr 
f'att, and Conllance, being once left alone, hoped 
fhc fliould remain fo : tUi felicity flie had not eit- 
joyed a quaner of an hour, when Lord Farafbrd 
came in : (he fhrunk at the fight of htm, yet afraid 
of awakening his fufpi^n, Iha ftroTC to appear 
CDllcAed, and afked hire how long Lady Emma had 
been come,— I do not know, he replied ; but vhy 
will you not come into the drawiDg-room ? — Be- 
caufe, (he anfwcred, 1 neither love cards nor i 
crouded room. — I hate them both, faid Lord Pant- 
ford ; and fo, if you pleare, you and I ^11 fit down 
here. — No, furely, returned Ihe, you will not (lay 
here ; I beg yon will not.— His Lordflup was not 
to be fo driven away ; he featcd himfelf, n>d feemed 
determined to take up his abode there for the re- 
ntainder of the eveiung. Tbia awkward fituation. 
and the fear that any one who would put an iU 
condrufiioa on it, (hould.fee it, made Conftance 
Tery uneafy } (he rofe from her ch^r, and having 
walked a few turns in tif. room, attempted to pats 
bim ; but he had placed himrelf fo near the door, 
that (be could not get out undifcovered ; and when 
he faw her intention, he moved to render it impaffi- 
ble. Not chufing to have an open dlfputation 
with 
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with him, Ihe took no notice of his hindering her 
and tried again to preTail on him to go back to the 
company, till finding all perluafion fruitlefi, ftic 
gave it up in deCpair.' What at his entrance flic 
had fufpefted, wa» now confirmed j the extraordi- 
nary ftaie of his fpirits, and the abfurdity of his 
converfation, demonftrating that he was not per* 
(cdly fober, though he was fomething ihort of 
pofitively drunk. The irgecuoufnefi incident to 
fuch a ftate, put him off bis guard ; and complain- 
ing of her cruelly, hetoldher, in terms which Mr; 
Carwell's infonnation ' had rendered inielligiblei 
that, in fpite of all her art and contrivance, he 
would have her, and that a few days would coq- 
, vincc her of it. She made no reply, but in .heC 
own mind fincerety' rejmced that ihc had been t» 
warned of his intentions. 

A little management would now hxve pampetf 
fromhimadifcoTcry efthe whole fcheme ; but at 
flte flood in need «f no faFCher information, her en- 
dcaTourt were direflcd towardi gettiag rid ofhim: 
in about half an hourOie was relicTcd by Lady 
Geotrge, who^ameio feek him; finding flie could 
not detach him from Conflance, and perhaps fearing 
ibat in his fbte of demi-intoxi cation he might be 
Bnre- ^commuQicatiTc ihaa:prudent, Jhe complied 
widi her reqneft to bf permitted to retire, and thut 
fhe Was freed from her troublefome companion. 

When Ihe recoTered from the fermentation h^ 

li&t hvl oecabMKd, fhe began tOTe&ea fcnouUy 

■■ S J on 
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on the method by which (be fljould get away £ro> , 
the houfe, and what (he (hould do afterwards ,-~ but i 
flu wa» incapable of forming any plan that was not 
liable to. objeAion : the fear of erring made her 
difiruft herown^ju^gmentt and flic referred all ni 
her meeting with Mr. Carwell. 

Before the left hef room the next morning, fhe 
recMTed, by one ot the maid ferranti, a note from 
^ him, defiring tofee herat foon as cttBTCDient. She 
' inunedtately went to the parloufi and found him 
there: he apobgind for calling her dowo, whicb 
he laid, the danger of not having anarther oppoc- 
tUDtly ot fpoking to her, obliged him to do ; for, 
continued he^ my lord tad night told me that, u 
1 feemed anxious to keep clear of erery part of thii 
affair, excepting that whkh I had agreed toper* 
form, he thought it might, be betttr for Bie, to fei 
tfl'fot the-cotintry before they went; and he urge* 
DC to go to~dfty. I fee his motive, which is,. I an 
(an, the fctr that I (bould be wmv^bt on, by r- 
fleAioD mk) converfiikg with ^a, to waia yon of 
your fituation ; but I ha^re been obliged to acqwefce, 
provided I can get feme little natter* in haai 
conclodcd irfl, that is to &y, between yoH and I, 
pionded you do not wifli it otberwife.' I iherefoce 
wanted to know c^ you^ whedier jton diink m^ 
9a.jiai here at all neceflary to jroor fecarity; if yo« 
do, I will ettdeavour to poApoae my going tiU die 
day before the finailj- leave town ; but I (hould 
fiippof^ litat in whatcnr fdiancjMO. forn, I can 



Mrly affiff you, unlds I deelare myfdf your 
•friend, which I am « liis momtnt ready to do, if 
you think it prudent or aduactageous to you. 

Tobe thus deprived of her chi«ffuppoiT, was a 
Tcry fenfible grief to Conftanc* ; but, 38 ftie could 
not hope, -if Lord G etna's moiite was what Mr. 
■Carwell fuppofedlt, that bewould befliakeu. from 
hvs purpofe, flie faw. it was beft to fubmit, aiid. to 
atail herfclfof the advice her friend could give h«r, 
which was indeed the only atfiflance he could render 
%er. After propofing iBuny thixtgs which on exa- 
mination were found not fcafible, it was.dflermintd 
that, unlefi fome occaGon. prefenteJ itfelf, by which 
•ftie could excufe it, flie fliould leave the houfe on 
Wednefday, wiihout atligning a, caufr, or infoi-m- 
Tag aiiy one of her intention.; andaa.her returning 
to Mrs. Langriviar's would not remove her frcrti 
the evil, for thither Lad) George on milling her would 
Ijndoubtedly follow her, Ihe accepted Mr. Carwell'S 
trffer of ^toviding a retreat for her at thehoufc.of ft 
friend in Condtiit^'ftreet, where (he might re«»ain a 
^ifttor as long at it fuited her. This (he confiderad 
■1 a dreadful expedjent, but it was the only o(* 
tira^cable : (be faw thfl ill coniiru^tion that would 
he aillxied to Iwr apparent ingratitude, and fhe knew 
l,ady George*! charity would not fereen her ftoiti 
piiblle cenfure ; fhe had howaref no altcrriariiie, 
tocalhe could'notexpcdthatfofiTourJtieftfthewe 
would be dropped on the only fiiggefiibfH fhe could 
life. As fooD a> this- was concluded on, the with 
D 6 teftrs 
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tears took leave of Mr. Carwell, who was not M 
hurt at being; obiiged to quit her fo fariliort of &• 
curitj-. 

She remaiDed, till Lady George rafe, alone, and 
formed in her mind an hundred excuret by wluch 
flic might decline ihe journey, none of which were 
adequate to the purpofe. Wearied with conlldcn- 
lion and'Teje^on, and apprehcafive that, bowcTcr 
eligible any method appeared, it might in the end 
throw fufpicton on Mr. Carwell, {he thought it Icali 
dangeroui to purfue the path he had marked out 
for her, though the idea of leaving clandefUnely a 
houfe where (he had, toall outward femblance beta 
fo kindly eotenained, was very repugnant to bet 
bclinatioBs. 

With ai> incrcafed dread of feeing Lady George 
BrtnTille ll.e obeyed her fummons to breakfaft at 
noon, andfbund her in high good-bumour; the ufual 
comj^imentt OTer, the plan of engagement for the 
^y-w^ produced ; the morning was dcToted to 
Chopping and yilits, the remuoder to dieffing, and 
a dinner party at home. Tltroitgh the whole of 
thia Confianco was to accrnnpany her Ladyfhip, 
and tbe occupation was fnch at obliged them to fet 
out as fooa as brcakfafl wa» over. — A&ei having ex- 
plored every region of folly and finery, they made 
about half a fcore friendly calIs,BndKlurned home, 
only yiH time enough to piepife tor the iccepdon 
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CHAP. VIII. 



DItCOTEKT. 



THE company, who had been invited to meet 
Lord Calorne, aflembied ; and having heard 
feparatelf and conjointly, of his cruel difappoint- 
ment, and wondered fufficiently at it, they were 
called to the dinner parlour. Nothing remarkable 
occurred ;« the party waa of rather a more rational 
order than were ufually found at Lord George 
Brenvillc'i table ; the ladiei withdrew up ftain 
early in the evening ; and, at there was no fupper, 
about eleven foberly departed. Lord George theij 
went out ; his lady, who complained of exceffive 
fatigue, retired to her chamber ; and Conftance, 
having little inclination to fleep, fat down in the 
parlour to acknowledge the receipt of a remittance 
from Lord Drumferne ; flic wai fealing her tetter, 
when a raeflage came from Lord George, defiring 
that nobody woi^d fit up for hinf, as he fhould not 
be at home till the forenoon of the next day. Thii 
the thought It right her ladyfliip ihoutd know ; left 
his flay might alarm her, and imagining that (he 
' could hardly have difmifled het woman, fhe went 
vp, and knoclted at tke dccffing-Foom door. Lady 
George 
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George, as if concluding it was her ferraQt, an- 
fweccd pettifhly, "come in, can't you ?" when 
CooAance opening the door, ' to her inexpreffibic 
amazement, faw ber ladyfliip in her night-cap and 
difliablllc, fitting at fupper with Lord Farnford. 
She would have retreated, had not Lady George, 
calling to her, aflced her what (he wanted? this 
Cunftance had nearly forgotten, till a repetltioa of 
riie cjueltion brought it to her remembrance ; flie 
then told her. 

While (he was fpeakiog, Lord Farnford,. with 
all polfible intrepidity, reached a chair for her, and 
as foon a^ Hie was (ilent, faid to liei ladyfhip '* I 
** fancy you thought Mifs Fitzartlvur was gone to 
*' bed, I fuppofe (he wonders to fee me here r" 
Surprize dlminifhcd Copllance's caution, and llie 
anfwered,— " I am/orrjitofee youhere !" " For 
" why i" faid Lady George," colouring, '* 1— 
•' I — I was — you know I was very much tired, and 
" — and — and I thought it better to fuphere ; and 
*' what 13 thwe to be forry for ?" " Your lady- 
" ffliip is the beft judg«," replied ConDance. — 
" Why, what interpretation," — returned flie,— 
\' would you put on it ? 1 beg, Mifs Fitaarthur, 
" Imayhavf none of your fufpicioQs : what I have 
." done, "I'CMijuftify :—! fupppfe you wre jealous, 
." bqcagfe LordFainford is li^re ; — poor foul ! it 
« would hayehim-all to itfelf, and nobfldy muft 
■ *' fpisak to- him!" " Good God!" exclaimed 
CtuSlKice, " how^can you, Lady George,, fay 
what 
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*' what I am fure you do not tfaink f * " I da 
*' think it," Ihe internipted, " and any ooc who 
" knows your whmiag difpc^tioi) mnft think it." 
*' For Heaven's fike, madam," replied Mils Fitz- 
arthur, " be calm ; you do not know what you 
" fay." " I am not mad," returned her ladyflup; 
>< I know very well what yon will fay, becaufe 
.'* Lord Famfoid and J fupped together, without 
" invitiag you ; - hut I andctftand you, Mils Fitz- 
" arthur, pretty tboroughiy ; and would adsife 
" you to be cauttau« of what yon fay, for th« 
" world may perhapt cenfure you as well as rae." 
Conflance, whofe agitation was now very grear, 
l>orft into tears; and, replying- only,— '* Lady 
" George, from.my hrart I pity you, and totgira 
" your anger,"— 4eft Ac room. Before Ak wa» 
up jiaJrs, Lady Qeorge opened the door, and caUcd 
to hn: to come back ; fhe returned, and her hdy 
fiiip, in rather *. Biilder t»ae of voice, &id;-* 
" knowing my own innocence, it £d oat occtif to 
" me till now, that you might put an Unfavourable 
" condru^lton on Lord Farnford's being' hecc ; I 
" therefore called you bock to tcit you, that it'was 
" to fettle a private bufineli, wittt which Loid 
^* Geiirge .is fully acquainted, we have net, aaA 
•' lie is now goiBg away." 

. Lord Farnfordf tnwfaom 'this feemedto be nond 
tttfocinetWD,. 'HDW.tvok iipihis hat^ »d «ia\iti«{; 
'Mift-Fitzarthur.ivery Inccriicde&cty, that their only 
Tctfea &^ fitting .there waa,. ^ai th^ nugfit. npt hfe 
interrupted 
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intermpted, went awiy. Her lidj^ip walked 
nboult much difordered ; file repeated what flie bad 
before Cud, that Lord Georg;e wag acquainted with 
the bufinefi flu was er^ged in, flie reninied Con- 
ftance'i htit/tir with a mixture of iBgcr atid haugh- 
tiaeli, and they parted, 

Thii accident hiidfo ruffled Mifs Fitzanhur, tliat 
no endeavours to (brget it could procure her reiH 
She wat however inclined to believe Lady Gcorgc'k 
aflertioD, and fuppofed flie had received Lord Fam- 
ford fo privately only for the purpofe of confultitig 
on the execution of th«r grand projeA : acquitting 
her therefore, in this in&ance, of all but Indif^ 
cTetion, and hoping li wat impoffible that the mother 
of five children could fail in her conjugal duty, 
Ihe began to think whether it were not feafible to 
extraA from her unreafonable anger at being di^ 
covered, fome good for berfclf : flte £ett {M-bvoked 
•t Lady George's expreffioni, but thought it pof- 
fible, by aSe£ting to refent them more than flie 
really did, to avoid going into the country. 

The next mornttag, almofl as foon as flie was upy 
Xady George BFcnville came, half dreft, to bet' 
door, and in a tone very distent from that flie 
lud Ipoken in tbe night before, begged to be ad'' 
niitted ; this requefi was immedniiely complied 
'with, aitd entering^ fl>e threw herfelf on a chair, 
and fell a crying. After many eSorts, flie faid flte 
came to entreat Miis Fitsartbnr's for^venefs of her 
bifiyexpieffioM the preceding eveaing, "I forgive 
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" them tnoft heartily," replied Condance, " but^ 
** am very forry anyone haa petfuaded yourlady- 
"flilp to believe me delerviagof fuch reproaches." 
** I do not believe it," fwd ihe, fobbing j " 1 wai 
•' angry, or I fliould not have thought of it." " I 
** with," anlweted Mifs Fitzarthur, " I had not 
" given you occa£on tobe angry ; I did not mean 
** to intrude on you ; my only intendon wat to 
" prcTCDt your beii^ uneafy at my Lord'a fiaying 
** from heme." " You were very good," faidher 
bumbled ladyflt'p ; " I have another favour to aft 
" of you : it i* b your power to ruin me and my 
** children, by meotioring Lord Farnford'i bong 
" with IDC ; if my lord fhould know it he would 
** kill mc~-I cannot tell what would be the cod- 
** fequeoce ; he it already jealou* aS turn, and he 
** has often fworn, that if he find* there is caufe 
** for it, he will espofe Lord Farnford, and tipply 
" for a divorce." " Why," replied Coolhuicei 
amazed, *' I uaderftood that Lord George knew 
" of your meetii^ \" " Oh !" cried the forronfnl 
lady, fobbing more vehemently than belore, *' if 
" be ever hears of it, I fhall be ruined ; promife 
** me never to mention it to any body, or I Ihall 
** never be happy."" ConAance, who would will- - 
mgly have promifed the forbearance i«quefted, now 
paufed, and thought Ihe might make the plot con* 
ccrted againfl her the price of her fccrecy in thii 
■tiair; Ihe thcrdbre aofwered, that on one con- 
dition fiw would conceal it. 
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Lady Geor^ whofe teiroF teemed fucb ax 
would have induced her to agree to any thing that 
would fheltcr her, eagerly alked wtiat it was; 
and Alifs Fitiarthur told her, thai however inclined 
Ok imght be to forgive what had been haAily utter- 
id, flu could not receiTe obligitions from a peiToa 
who waa not focatiiely prepoflelTed in her fa»oui 
M to be incapable of entertaining, for a taoRWDt^ 
tven in An beat of anger, an ill opinion of her, 
and diat thererore fbe mufl infifi <ni leaving the houfe 
intniedtately, without beii^ercr again imnartuned 
to come back> 

At thu Lidy Oe<M-ge'i tears Sowed SOL (a&eCt 
Bod fbe begged, in the moH eamefl oiaaner, that 
ConAancc would not make fo hard a condition. 
"This," laidfbe, " will ruin me with the world; 
** yuur quitting roe fo abruptly will make erery 
** body wonder, and fufpci^ me." " No,." (he 
replied, " nobody can. draw any conclufion pre- 
f* judicial to you from my goinc;, the blame will 
*' light on rae." '* i cannot confent to it," iv- 
turned her ladyQiip" " ray lord will murder me for 
" letting you go ; and what reafon can I give tor 
** it ?" ," That I would ilay no longer," anfwer- 
ed Conftance ; " lay it was my own choice to gOt 
" and I dare fay he will be very well latiified ; he 
" cannot be very inquifitii'e about it, for he hatdly 
" knows whether I am or am not, in the houfe." 
" Well, but my dfear MifsFitzanhur," laid Lady 
George, " do not dffert me fa cruelly.; I will 



** give you my word never to fte Lord Farxfbrd 

*• alone again, if you will ftay." " Your lady- 

** ftup," faid Conilance, " is to ufe your own di*^ 

** crctioni but common pirudeace, and a regard 

** for Tay{ci£, oblige me to infifl on tlie condidan 

** I propoled, as the only one on which I will 

** promile liieucej I cannot live in Lord George 

** BrenTiUe't houfe, and think fuch a man as Lord 

" Farnford it privately adnaitted by his wife, witb- 

" out telling him of it ; when I am no longer lug 

•' guefl, the obligation in fome meafura ceafet." 

" My dear AliftFitzarthur," replied her lady lbi|t, 

*' I will not agree to fuch a feparatioB ; my heart 

*' would break if you were to leave me now ; you 

.<* iBuflgointo the couotrywith HI ; ifyoucbufe 

. ** to return to town, I will not aft you to Aay with 

,'• waboveaweak; eveiy thing is fettled for your 

*' going, and I will tether riCjuc whattter you 

" may tell my lord than part with you." " Thii^" 

laid Conlbmce, " will detain me only till I can Ibe 

" Lord George ; for when I inform him of what 

" I have feen, I ftaU in£fl on g;oing away; and I 

." am fare ht wiU acquiefce in the propriety of it." 

This iniimadan that {he meant to make a difcovery,. ' 

threw her whom it refpc^ted'iuto an^nies ; bUt 

Conftance, whatever- flie ftlfforher, faw that by 

yieldmg flie was accefliry to any misfortune that 

might attend her giving up the point ; (he there-- 

,fore continued finn, and forced Lady George to, 

cohfent. .■-,.,.. ■ . .. . 
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It was foituiMte for her, that At perTon wnS 
wbom Ok had this cooffiA wai fo much a ftranger 
t» her temper, othenrife (he would have known 
herlVlf perfcftly fecure from any reTcIation of the 
kind (be feared. Cooftaoce couid have died rather 
than have made a communicatioii <^ what (he had 
fcen, and (he would have hated herfelF, even if all 
other* had juflified her, (or knding her afli((ance to 
the irreparable breach it would occafion. She wt» 
grieved for Lord George, and fincerely pitied the 
innoceDt children ,- but, had Ihe (laid in tbe boufe, 
her efforts would have tended only to conviace her 
patroBcfs how dreadfully (he had deviated, and to 
detach her from her illicit connenoih- 

Lady George was now anxiom to fettle- the rcf 
fon (he (hould give to her hu(bRDd fin- Conftance\ 
fudden rcmomd. Had not Mift Fitzartfaur been 
apprised of the fcberae, (he could oo; have ac- 
counted for ilua Iblicitude, at it appeared a matter 
totally mdiffecent to him whether (he was there or 
el&wheie. " Shall I tell him," ^d her ladylhip, 
** that Ltord Fantford aad yoa had Come ww^ 
" and that you inSAed on goii^^" '* If you 
." think," (he replied, ** that fuch » reafon will be 
'* accepted." " I do not know that it will," Lady 
George anfwered, '* I am fure he will be vcrj 
" angry mth me ftwr Jetting you go," " Not if 
" he is convinced," returned ConOancc, " that 
" you could not pre val on me to Hay ; place it all 
" to the account of my lAtfiinacy, only tell bin 
" I entemua 
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*' I entertain a grateful feafe of the kindDeiTet I 
" have received here." Lady George, feeming to 
^row ftill more rcluiftaat, Conltance ro aroid im- 
portunity, told her fhe was refolved, and (hould 
prepare for her departure immediately ; at the ilime 
time unlocking her trunk : her firmnefe provoked 
the lady, and in all the rage of difappolntinent fhe 
reproached her with ingratitude, and with flighting 
ker friendlhip ; but it was equally out of the pow- 
er of malice and hypocrify to work on Mifi Fitz- 
aithur ; fhe fufiered her ladylhip to quit the room, 
without finding in herfelf the leali iaclination to 
gratify her. 

When flie was gone, Conftance fat down for a 
few nunutes tp recollect herfelf^ and con£derwhat 
fbe Ihould do. Mra. Langrivier't Ihe thought 
dtc fitteft place for her to retire t^ ai, if (he 
went to Mr. Carwell's friend, it would excite 
fufpinon, and by the pre feni revolution of circum- 
Aaoces it wa> rendered needlefi. She therefore 
wrote a note to her former landlady, telling her 
ihe would be with her immediately, whether her 
lodgings were or were not occupied, and lent it hy 
MK of the footmen, whom flie directed to fetch her 
a hackney-coach : this interval fbe employed in 
.getting completely ready to depan ; and when flie 
wa* informed diat ihe coach was at the door, and 
had fent what bdonged to her down flairs, flie armed 
herfelf with courage, and went to tike leave of 
l^y George, whofc diftreft did not feem diminilh- 
ed; 



constahce; 



etl ; 6it cried, fiie threatened, (he entreated, all 
equally inefieAual ; and Conftance, sifter haTtng 
thanked her for her many cirilities, quitted the 
houfc, to return ao more. 



CHAP. IX. 



Mblancho 



MRS. LANGRIVIER'i lodgings were &ill 
empty, though engaged for the wedc after 
the enfuing ; but, u it wai aow only Tuefdsy, 
Conlbnce had teifure to look round and deterroioe 
how&c Ihould difpofe ofherfelf for the remainder oi 
the chafoi before LordRcycolm't rttum. She wrote 
thatccning to Mr. Carwcll, infenning htno of her 
efcape, widiout tnentiouiog to what it -was ontingi 
giving him only to underfbuHl that fhe had . had an 
opportunity. 

At Mn. Langrivier*s firfl leifure fhe c»me up M 
inquire after BiSfi Fltzarthur, Bnd to gratify hei 
curiofity by learning why Ihe had returned. Con* 
fiance told her in general, that LordGaorgc Brea> 
*ille't family -wai too irregular for ahy tat tiieft of 
Atir own clafs to Jive in j a«d ben hodWy,' wto 
fte*^ to think herftlf relprofiMt ftrtbe cpnfri- 
quences 



•qveocee of a connexion ftie had promoted, exprefTed 
%er forrow at the difappointmcnt in fuch termi ai 
would, even if ftlfpicions of her ititegriiy had been 
excited, have fully acquitted her'. 

Confiance's next care wai to let Mr. Carwell'i 
friend in Coaduit-ftreet know that flie waa gone to 
another lodj;ing ; he had told her that he had made 
the application for her without giving her name, left 
It (hould by any accident get abroad that Ihe was 
fceking 3 retreat ; ihe therefore fent to' her, infbrm- 
^ing her, that the lady whom Mr, Carwell had men- 
tioned would not trouble her ; and now, all her 
buGnels being difpatched, Ihe faw herfclf fettled in 
her former habitation, with abundant lelfure for 
refle£tiofi. 

Although her delirerance was a fubjeS of re- 
joicing, and flie was very grateful for it, flie found 
the time neceffarily fpent alone very inimical to 
the maintenance of her courage. She was made 
fHll mdte uneafy, by the fear of a vilit from Lady 
<3eorge or her hufband ; the one might come to 
renew her perAiafions, the other to inijulre why fhc 
left his boufe.,- to prevent atiy embarratfment whicll 
«his might occalioa her, flie gave Mrs. Langrivier 
and her family a ftria injun<£Bon to deny Her t» 
■every body, and on no pretence to admit any perfon 
to come up to her. As Lord Farnford h^l not 
avowed to her hisdefign, andasfhehadnocincetifetl 
liim, (^ Battered' berfeif flie had noiopen violence 
to fear j and, u it was her intention to confine beti- 
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(til wholly to the houfe, (he hoped flie wm fo 
fortified by her caution, ind could fo hi rely on 
Mn> Lan^nTier, ai to be tolerably fecuic. 

The effect of inufortuQe on her mind was fuch 
IS rendered her truly uncomfortable ; flie had hither- 
to alwayi found it ^fiiblc to make foUtude plea{ant, 
now thu ablUty fdlcd her ; there vm no kind of 
reading that afforded her any gratification, and when 
excluded from Uterary amufementt, to live long 
alone cannot but be to an improved underllani^g 
very dull. Formerly (he had received equal enter- 
tainment and iaftruAion from woriu of fcience, 
and thefc (he procured ; but (he (boo difcovered, 
that whatever required attention diftraded her ; (be 
then tried the lighter clifs of writers, with do better 
fucceft J — ■' 

' They that could once the war of thought con- 

troul, 
And banUh difcord from the jarring Ibul, 
Now irritate the mind they ut'd Co heal.* 
Whatever tended to excite minh, wai painful to 
her; and that wluch wai melancholy, vhile it 
fuited her (I)fpofiti<»i ^nd foothed her, fo enervated 
her, that (be wat obliged to give it up, convinced 
that though the draught was deliciout it was cozi- 
oua> Her ayerfion to nnific was now u great 3* 
her fondnefs for it had been ; (he ttied drawings and 
found it infipid ; needle-work was therefore her 
only refource, and even of thit (he found her moH ' 
iavQurite fpeciet difgufting j embioideiy required 
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too great an exertion, and had too much gaiety in 
it ; but ftie could make a muflin apron, or hem a 
dozen yards of cambrick, and be amufed mth it : 
Ihe knew that Idlenefs wiis her greateft enemy, and 
therefore, as it was impoffible to fill up her many 
vacant hours, by employing them for herfelf, and, 
ihe had no friend whom her induftry coald be ufeful 
to, Ihe would frequently work for Mrs. Langri- 
vier : (he contmued to fit alone, and, finding com- 
pany grow every day more irkfome to her, fliepaflcd 
even her meaU in lolitude. 

Aware that on herfelf alone ihe depended fot com- 
fort, and on the approbation of her cOTifcience for 
every fatis&aion, (he was indefatigable in her en- 
deavours to increafe her fbrtltude and prudence j 
the latter was adequate to the call for i^ her rea- 
fon was unclouded, Qie had no attachment to any 
pnnciple, excepting that of reSitude ; and, having 
never fet her heart on the felicities of this world, 
regretted little the priwtion of them. Her income 
was fufficient to infure her againft want ; (be hoped 
Lord Reycolm's retum.would afibrd her the blef- 
fing of a friend ; and gratefully acknowledged, 
that if her misfortunes exceeded in magnitude thofe 
of othevs, the education ihe had received had enabled 
her to bear them proportionably better. She could 
reflea with calmnefs on moib of the calamities ihe 
had undergone j the bft of her fortune was with her 
a fmall evil; the death of her relations, partict... 
Urly that of her mother, was a caufe of pungent 
E forro^ 
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forrow dill, but all ber complaictt endctl in fub- 
mijfioa ; flic revered the chiifteaing hand, aud Die 
was coDTinced a longer continuance of life wpuld 
have been to Lady Barbara a proc rafli nation <^ 
happinels. On thcfe fubjcfU fhe reafoned philolb- 
phically ; but philoiiiphy wai no medicine for her 
gnauA affliction : to apply it, refle^Hon was indif* 
penfab.ly necel£iry, and ihii was intoletable.— 
Lord Calome's conduA was the mortal Aab to htt 
peace ; and there had never been a moment fince 
Ihe heard Mift Greyburne'a ftory, in which a 
thought recurring to him, would not fink her to 
dcfpondency : he was perpetually, fleeping or wall- 
ing, prefent to her eyes ; hia voice often founded 
in her ears, and fl;e would inToluntarily Hart fnan 
her chair, terriiied at flic knew not what. She 
found thb grow upon her, and that after bet 
thoughts had been for an hour or two Otherwife oc- 
. cupied, either by emplc^ment or by having Mis. 
Lanf rivier with her, it returned more forcibly : as 
it rendered her very eillience burthenfonte, and 
kept ber in a continual flate of low fpirits, Jhe 
often rcblved to face the fpeflre, and/ inflead of 
endeavouring to banifli it, to reafon with herfelf on 
the folly of fufieriag any thing ideal to add to her 
fubftantial misfortunes ; but nothing flie did was 
ut all effeiftual, nor could her tUTxy'mg all (he had 
Vard againA him in the moft lively colours, iffifi 
her ■ ^'f abborreiice of vice, and of Us vice, wu 
« tnu M erer j flv did not w^ flu had conti-. 
sued 
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nued deceived j on the contrary, Ihe rejoiced in 
having rcjc£)ed the ofer he had made her ; yet all 
coocluded with— Why wat he left derci'7lng than he 
ieemcd to^ ? 

Mr. Carwell anfwered her letter on the day that 
Lior^ and L^dy George BreDvitle reached their 
country feat ; and fhe received it on Saturday : fhe 
found by it, that her Ladyfirip had inTented itt ex« 
cufe that had unpofed oa her hu(ban4 andon Mr. 
Carwell. It was, that on the Sunday evening 
Mjfs Fitzartbur hadcEelired to fit ia another room^ 
inftead of coming into the drawinj-room ; diat, go- 
ing to fpeak to her, Hie faw Lord Parafin-d tvtch ber, 
who ha4 drank fo immoderately, ai to forget the lu- 
ceffity of concealing hia defign ; that he had difco- 
vcred enough of it to render Mift FitsartKur fuf. 
pictoua ; and that, on that account, (he had pe- 
remptorily infifled on leaving the houfe. Mr. 
Carwell, in the nest paragraph, exprefled hii fur- 
priie that Conftance, when flie lad faw him, did 
not mention fuch an opportunity aa thig had offered 
her ; but feemed to reft fatiafied, that either it had 
not then occurred to her that flie might avail hec 
felf of it, or, if it had, that die had forgotten it. 

She had ngw entered on the laft week of her abode 
at Mrs. Langrivier's, and had not determined whi> 
Iher to go. On the Monday morning fhe fent tat 
her landlady, aad told her, that as it might be 
fome lime before her friend* came fixmi France, &• 
mufl leek aaother habitation ; and that the iriftwd 
. E i ' ' fcw 
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her to look out for her. Mn. Langrivier was Toy 
nnwilling to part mth her, and regretted her having 
let the lodgingi ; but, faid flie, it is only this floor 
tfau I have engftged, and my woman ffiall work in 
the fore-parlour, if the back-parlonr and a bed- 
chamber oo^hcfccond floor would fuit you. Tlus 
appeared aa eligible propofal, till fhe inquired who 
wai to fuccced her in her prefent apartment ; wben 
hearii^ it was a young gentleman of fj^reat foRuiu 
and high falhioa, that which would have been an 
inducement with many women in her ciTcumltancct 
to flay, was with her an unfurmountable objefiion, 
and the preferred the difagreeablc alternative. 

The poft that day brou^t her a letter from Lord 
Reycolm, andthciegarded it as an arrival doubly 
fortunate. It came at a time when nothing elle 
could enable her to &>nn asy plan ; and Die did not 
doubt it would fix that of theirfetting out. Nobody 
wai more cautious than herfelf, of admitting ill- 
founded bopei ; but here was neither need nor 
room for circumfpeilion^ aggravated then was her 
monification, when the firfl lines informed her that 
her two friends, on account of a very dangerous 
. illnefs of Lady Rcycolm's mother, had been ob- 
liged to return with aU poflible expedition to Paris: 
and that Madame Bcrmond being in iome meafure 
jecovered, change of air, and a journey to'a re- 
mote part of the kingdom, had been advifed ; 
which, as fiie would "not fufier her daughter to quit 
bci, muft detain them from England till he feared 
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it would be too late for bis wife toventure prudently 
•n the fea. His letter, which wai brief and writ- 
ten in hafle, neverthelefs contained affurances of 
his happinefs, cotamendatkint at hi« Adelai^ and 
the warmejft eipreffions of regard for Conftance* 
Sorry cocfolatiDn ! and by no means compenfating 
for this fcverc flroke. 

Every hope now wltKered, and- flie waa wholly 
dead to every confideratlon but this- She toldMrs. 
Langrivicr of her difappointmcnt ; but Jhe was un- 
able to affifi or advife ; the could only lament with' 
her, and promtfe, that whaterer was id her power 
to relieve her, flie would do. After having lu'mt- 
nated on it aU night) Ihe refoWed on writing to 
Mr. Carwell immetliately, and put it in execution. 
She firft anfwered his exprefilons of wonder at her 
(Hnitting to mentioa Lord Famford'g coramunica- 
tion, by telling him that the reafon Lady George 
aiEgned was a falfe one, that Ihe had made her 
promife never to reveal what it really wag, and in- 
timated that this fecrecy was proper. She theti 
unfolded to him her diHrefs, and begged to know 
what file had beft do, laying before him the fevera) 
plans ihe had contemplated previous to her ac- 
quaintance with his fainilyi and honeftly telling 
Urn the ofajeftions Che had both to flaying in towa 
■nd returning to Marflonbury, 
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CONCIAIMIKT. 



HE R anxiety, which was now fcarceljr to be 
borne patiently, wa» relieTcd, at the return o(' 
the poft, by a Witer from Mr. Carwell, in which, 
after having condoled with and encouraged her, 
and given her his opinion, he fttid, 

* As you cannot ffay longer than- the e*^ra6oli 
of this weeV where you -Uf, it is net*efliry yoU 
fliouU, without delayt In on feftie phtei df rtA- 
dence j and to find one friftr for Mifs FifKarfhur, 
muft be « work of tjmt and difficult^ j sit we muft 
M prefent look for H, a phure of fecutity ; and this 
I flatter myfelf is within the fcope of my ibi&cy 6i 
pTomife yOu. Sirs. Hefliarn, with whom I had 
provided you a retren, will, I am certnn, be happy 
in receiving you ; and wiA het I will pled^ Wy 
life lor your fafety : flie is the mdow of a clei^* 
man, and near fixty yean of age ; her Atrtily coa- 
£As oul^ojf heHelf and anold fervant ; {beliTCion 
an annuity, whiCfa is enough for her wants, and 
hai not been accuftotiied to let any partof herhonfe. 
You nught, if it is agreeable to you, board with her, 
and I em perfuaded you will be pleafed with her ; She 
has known Ticiffitudes of fortune^ is well acquainted 
with 
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with the world, and has improved a more than toler- 
able (hare of common fenfe, by reading and good 
company. I write to her by thU poft, prefuming, k 
m^y be too rafhly, that you will think as I do, to 
apprize her, that (he may probably ha¥e u ap^ca- 
ijon from you : if it doe» not meet your ni(he«, it 
will be no injury to her, arjl I beg you' will in that 
cafe decline tt. 

* From what you have communicated to me of yout 
afiairs, I think you arc in dsnger only from Lord 
Farnfotd : his courage may by this time be cooled j 
but he b never to be truflcd. I hope, howevei^ 
1 can fence you agunfi bim. When I mentioned 
yon to Mr». Heflwm, 1 fud no more than that k 
was (or a young lady of family and refpeftable con- 
nections, that I aflted her affiflance ; for, not know- 
ing how matters might and, I did not chitfe to pw 
it in the power of any body to make ybur name 
common ; and I thought when you came to her^ it 
would be time enough to tell her who you were. 
Tlus caution I have, in the tetter I have juit finilhed 
wridng to her, Sill obferTed ; and will tell you 
my reafon for doing lb. To avoid being haunted 
either by Lord Farnfbrd or any other troublefomo 
perTon j and as you have faid you have no connec- 
tions in town, I would advife your concealing your 
name. You will fay — How Is this poffible ?— -i 
*ill Ihew you : — By the billet you favoured me 
. , within Grofvenor-ftreel, T learn, that you have 
two Chrillian namea, and that one of them might 
£ 4 pafi 
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pafs very well for a French Gmame ; if you drop 
that of Fitzarthur, and affumc that of Coallaiice, 
taking your other for a Chriflian name, yoa will 
not oRcnd againtl truth, and it will fecureyou from 
nodcc, which I am furc you do not wilh to attract 
•—Matilda CoalbiDce may enjoy pleafures which 
LorJ Farafard'j Mifi Filxarlhsr muft be excluded 
from. As I have a^ed, I have done nothing that 
can oblige you to tell Mrs. Hefliam who you really 
arc ; but in thi( and all other cafcE wherein I adviie 
you, an appeal lies to your ownjudgntent, and that 
cannot deceiTc you. On the propriety of adopting 
or reje^ing thi» propofition, you riiay deliberate : 
to one I have yet M make, I milfi beg an immediate 
anfner. 

' I went the other day to pay a vilit to Mt. 
Gaynham, who i* come br a fhort time into this 
neighbourhood ; an old rcbooUfdlow, whom I hare 
not feen many years, and for whom I Ihall ever 
entertain the fincereft regard. In the courfe of an 
evening's converfation, he mentioned bis wife, 
whom I muft tell you, he Hole from her father't, 
though under the moft extenuating circumilaoces ; 
ihe is a woman 6i quality, but of what family I 
.know not, nor hare I ever feeo her : he fpoke of 
her in fuch termi aa awakened my attention ; her 
virtue! were a topic he liked to dwell onj and he ei- 
cited in me a wifh, that, for your lake, Lady G eorge 
Brenville had deferred fuch a character. This wifh, 
as he knew Lady George, I uttered, and faid it 



. was out of pity for one, who merited the utmoJl 
- exertions of benevolencct and' whom the Had ufed 
very ill. I then, mtheut mentioning names or 
the particular circumflancet of your treatment, re- 
prefcnted to him the difficulties of an expofcd and 
: friendlefs filuation, and tht^e I found in advifiDg 
you. IfhoTt, Madam, half an hour's converfatioD' 
. lb interetted him for you, that he voluntarily faid| 
. every one who wiflied to encourage virtue^ ought tO' 
make your cat^e their own-; that, fo ceoforioui as 
. the world wm, he, diough a married man,, dare nor 
eCfer bis fervise to you ; but that, his mfe would,, 
he: was fure,. think herfelf inexpreffibly happy in . 
.affording you smy fupport «r countenance. 1 
' thanlted him for you,i and promifed to inform you 
of his kindneis. He defired ms to write as foon as 
. I couldr to make you' an. oSer of any thing in his 
,«r Lady Harriet's power, and to know whether 
it would be agreeable to you that fhe.fhould call otv 
yon when flie retunig to town, which, will be about 
the middle of next wttk ;. forthat if f«he Ihould, ai 
fhe ison^viht-toa. relatioKata diAanCe from himi 
WQte immediately to her. I mufi therefore trou* 
ble you to give me your feniiments on this bufineft, 
which I hoye will be produAive of com&rt to you ; 
but I wiUnotmifleadyoui my knowledge of Lady 
, Harriet is, as you will perceive, merely &on) re- 
port, and that, perhaps, of a too partial huflnrnd. 
Thus much I can anfwer for, that Mr. Gaynham 
' hu always borne a very iefpe&d)U cbanilet, and 1 
£ J know 
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know htm to be a man of principle, bencvoleiuxv 
and underflaMding ; ht Siy* hit wife ic a very d«- 
neftic woniiB, tint twftmiljr u of the m»fi r«e«lar 
kind, nd thai hi« grttteft pieafurei are nfident kt 
hia botiic. 

* I am the more anxiotti to procure you fi»Be 
■greeablc conneAion at I fiiall probably be fliortty 
remoTcd far from you. My acquiefcence, hai 
fo won Lord George** favour, that he, not fufped- 
ing h wai I who defeated the fcheme, ba« allowed 
me to fpcnd three months in Scotland, and has ena- 
bled me to defriiy the expencei of my journey. I 
tannot go happy if I leave you in a precariom fity- 
mian, Dor vrauld Mrs. Caiwell fufier nte to fiay with 
her if Ihe knew that it made Mifi Fitiarthur in the 
leaA degiee more uneafy. 

* That it nsiy pleafe God to preferve you, to e«m- 
fort you, and to deliver you from alt your troubles, 
ia a wifl) that can never be abfent (rom the heart of, 

' Dear Madam> 

' Your fiocere frieDd* 
' and very humble fervant) 

* B. Caswell.* 

She feh herletf much relieved by tint letter, and 
anfwered b, without lofs of time, gratdfuily ackoon* 
ledging and accepting Hte obltgltions conftrred wit, 
and offering, if furoilhed with a letter rccomMeodiBg 
tier to Ltdy Harriet Gaynham's pi^tcAion, to wait 
W tier with it. The propdU 'of ^fi(ppre£ng Ur 



TtaTDC at &I& ftattled het ; but fhe fooo faW the pru- 
-dcDce c^ the mf afure, aiid tKougb the dtflikoi what- 
ttTcr had the appeanuice of dilgutTe, the wu iware it 
would be aitcDdedtvith adTBtitages,and acquicL'cd in 
it. She win very glad that in the melTage Ibe had 
fent to Mrt- Helham on her tearing Lord George 
Brenvillc'i, Ibe had on^ defcribed herlelf a* tit 
Ladf far ^bem Mr. CarwtU apfiicd i io that fhc 
had not thwarted the fch^me, and ibe waanow to fct 
out, at it were, a- new, in the world, as Matilda Con- 
fiance ; to malce new cotiaeAiont, and to move in 
an orbit much beneath that ibe wat originally 
placed in. 

She thou^t it would be prudent to make t&n, 
Langrivier acquiuated wh this Hep, and her in- 
tended remove to- Mn. He&am'i ; and v> engage, 
her ta take iA her letren, as fhe could not bring hei- 
felf toa refoluiion of informing thofe with when 
flie cofreipondod of the neceBity flic wai dnven to. 
She did not difcover any impediment to her follow* 
ing Mr. CarvreU's adricc, nor could it be attended 
with danger, at it wai only he and Mri. LangFiviw 
that would know her by two namei i her relations 
g»Te her no trouble, and tbqr were the oaly pe(q>]|B 
■ likelytomakepaiticular inquirin. Mrs. Stavcnell 
Ihe had not fees, excepting acddantatly in paSing 
tier carriage, white irith Lady XSoorge Brenville, 
£nce fhe gave her her di&ni&on. 

-Mr. Starenell, whofe prefetkcc now would hinv- 

tteen %tfinkcly {stfrioeititB to hsii wm fliU AtotAt 
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and Ukely to condnue fo, and tbefe were her onty 
reljuioot, excepting Lord Dnimferae't family.^ 
The confidcradou that thofe were ftrangere to hec 
from whom fbe mull npcA affifiaace, nas unplea- 
fant ; yet, chetilbing hope, (tie endeavoured to keep 
from finking ; the cooloeft of her uncle't behaTtour, 
who ncTcr did more fcr her than the fear of cenfure 
for want of concern for her urged him to, though 
it was a miifbrtune, and his fhewing any cordiality 
towards her nught hare fpared her much of what (he 
had fufiered, neither excited her forrow or refem- 
ment; Ihe knew flie could not confti a greater fa- 
vour on him than that of preferring the diftance be- 
tween them, he therefore wa* a total ftranger, to her 
fituation. From I>ord Reycolm Ihe was conviDced, 
all that benerolence and friendflup for her could do, 
file might obtain ; but removed fo for from hd, 
how could he affift her? tocommiinicatelier diftrefa 
to him, would hare been only to make him a parti- 
cipant in it ; and there was nothing (he more fedn- 
loufly fhunned, that was not criminal, than th> 
making oiherB ufclefsly unhappy. 

Thui delerted by her relatives, (he had so alTu- 
rance but that whatever friendlhip was ibcwn 
her, would be voluntary ; flte had no fecuiity 
agxunfl fraud and deceit flronger than her own fag^ 
city, nor any hope of Rvoidiog it, greater than arole 
from ike refledion that her fituation was too low to 
make it the intereft <tf any one to impofe on her.— 
But her rcafiw t»d her pericvere i it taught her that 
the 
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the privation of evil is pofitiTC good; to accept 
gratefully the protedion heaven had hitherto af- 
forded her, and to truft that it would be continued 
to her. 



CHAP. XI. 



TN a few hours after the arrival of Mr. Canrell'a 
letter, -Hie made her landlady, as &r at wa* ne- 
ceffiuy, her confidante, and fecured her willing 
concurrence. On the momtng of the next day, 
being Saturday, havli^ drefled herfetf with the 
utmoft caunoQ, and concealed all the could of her 
face under a very large cap, fbe went in a haclutcy- 
Coach to Mrs. Helham'e, in Conduic-ftreet ; and 
found her at home and alone : the awkwardnefs ofa 
firft interview was leflened by Mr. CarwcU's having 
prepared hii tend to fue ConAancc, who uow begaa 
to inquire whether her immediate admiflion would 
r^ perfe£lly convenient, and on what terms the 
could become a part of the family. Mr>. H,elham't 
. anfwen, .though dcliveied wi4> civility^ were tardy 
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Stud brief ; ukI it wu CTident that the OTermrc £d 
not pleafe hcr> Whu wi* Conibuice now to do ? 
She wai drivea to the laft day of btr flay at M ri. 
Langrivier's, and fbe had. Tcafoo to beUere tlus 
houfe would not be her afylum. She yet tried, by 
caadour and ingenuoully defcribiDg her ftuatii>n, 
to win OD Mri< Hcffaam, who, notwiihilanding' all 
her endeavours, retreated HiM fanher. She laid ifae 
had never let lodgings, or taken in boarden, and 
that therefore her boufe might not be fo convenient 
as thofe which were always ready for the reception 
of Arangen; that flie had but one fervani ; and 
that perhaps her taking a perlbn in to board, would 
oblige her to change, which would be very difagrec- 
able, 

To thefirfl of thefe objefriona, Conftance replidJ, 
diat fhe did not look, for convcntence ; that, a* 
Mrs. Hefliam went outofherway, toacconunodatc 
her, any deficiency could be afcribed only to her- 
fdf ; and to the fccood, that llie required no at- 
tendance, and would recompence any additional 
trouble file might oceafion.— This had no cficfl ; 
Mrs. Hefham was Itill averfe, and now mamfefted 
lierdMike, by advifingher to fee Tome lodgings on 
theoppofitefideofthe way, which were empty. 

The colour rote in Confiance'e cheeks, at tbiaxe- 
jeffaaa, and the nneipc^ed difappointment brought 
Wits into her tyea ; Ox told Mr>. Helhain fhe very 
ill uDderflood the difficulties tta laboured under, if 
Ibe im^ined it pdffl}le for her to feek a'hkbitation 
-St a venture; that what flie looked for wai only 
. pro- 
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pfote^on and tratiquilUty ; and that Mr. Caiwell 
had efTured her here Ihe would meet with both ; 
xhat &e wa* infoiiBfed flie had been engaged to re- 
ce'iTe-bcr) a&d mufl beg to know, what her objcc- 
tian wa teally foaitded dn. She could not for 
toa» time get an anfwer ; Mn. Heftiam fat looking 
KC her. Mid filent : flie repeated ber requeft, but tc- 
Ceived no mofe fatiifm^ry a reply, than, that the 
adnuffion of a lodger would derange her family, 
tod finally, that the conld not do it. 

So mortifying a repulfe t^uld, in all circum- 
. itances, have been felt ; in Conflancc'a it was a 
fcvere affiiflioa : fhe rofe troni'her feat, and would 
have apologized ibr the trouble flu had given ; b«t 
her heart was too full, and flic burft into tean..*- 
Mrs. Heiham attended heito the ftreet>doar, and 
there, aa if moved by her dtftref*, told her, that 
though flx could not receive her herfelf, flie could, 
flie believed, recommend her to tbofe diat -would. 
Eager tocAch at whatever o£:red, fliBreiuiMd 
'N^ ho: to die parlour, and inquired where -fke 
could acoonniodate her. Here !>, faid Ihe, tfow 
-doon 0% a widow woman, of charaAei;, dtat tcta 
her houfe ;^ I da not think fhe hu more than «ltie 
bed-chunbei' to fpare joH now, which petbape, U 
you woald board with her, would be fijfficient for 
yBn.--And wHoarc berlodgere^ Conftlrtfct aidted. 
—Peof le, antWtred Mrs. HeftfflB, «hl(t WOa\& )iBt 
cone injraurwayt oneii ageuUMin, (hat «ak«a 
the 6ril floor by ibe year, a»d*i*T«r eat*. «t hoine'r 
another is an lodia Captain, lately come over ; and 
Ae 
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flu bu only one more, a young gentlenuui m Ac 
piudt ; but he feldom comet there liU night, and 
only flays tUt oood ; fo that, excepting acciden- 
tally (m the flun, you may nerer Tee them*— Thit 
will not do indeed, -faid Conftance; I imght itay 
where I am, if I did not diflike being in a houfe 
with other lodgen; it would be very imprudent 
■ and very difagrecabie, A» you do not chule to 
receive me, I know not what to.do. I wiih you 
would tell me your ol^e^on, perhapt I ni^ht re- 
move it ; and it really would be charity to wave 
trifling obftaclei. 

Come, replied Mra. Hefbam, fluittiog the door, I 
will tell you, I will not do any thing u&ldnd ; and 
I am forty to fee you unhappy ; but I would not 
take fuch a lady into my houfe for five bundreda 
year.— And why not * cried Confiance, flartii^ 
withfurprixe; is there any thing in my appearance 
that frighti you i or what do you fufpefl i do yoo 
think Mr. Carwell would recommend a peribn tft 
you from whom you could ipprdiend danger ?— 
Tou and I, Mifg, faid Mra. Helhami am ftrangeis 
-to' each odter ; and I can only judge from appear- 
' aaces ; I fufpcA nothings nor have I any objection, 
except to your perfon ; you are, to tell you the 
truth, much too handfome for me to be eafy with 
haying you. — I know what would be the confe- 
queoce of your living here ; and though, I do not 
[doubt your prudence, a* you raufi own diere neiet 
■wai ft tit&e when Londoo wai a worft «r for beauty 
and 
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and virtue, you miift not be angry at my caution. I 
have leena great deal ofthe world, but the increafing 
depravity of th* prefent rifiog generation, aftoniihei 
me : vice is now patronized, and its enuJIkrieg arc 
perpetually prowling, in tbefe and the adjacent 
neighbourhoods, for prey ; you cannot- live with- . 
out ever being feen ; and I am fure a glimpfe oi 
you would bring me fuch a vilitor, as / am not well- 
bred enough to think an hohour. 

Coofisnce was not the iirft woman that was ever 
brought to own beauty a miifbrtune : fhe was 
pleafed with Mri. Hefham's circumfpe^on ; but 
ihe was fo convinced, by her care, that her's was 
of all othen, the houfe where the Ihonld be moA 
properly fixed, that her reluctance to fubmit to her 
refu<a], increafed.— You would iiot, I am fure, faid 
fhe, make my flandlng, more than the generality of 
the world, in need of protedion, a teafon hr with- 
holding it; and I afTure you, my conduA Ihall ne- 
ver give you uneafiner<. If you knew my miefor- 
tunts, you would entertain no apprehenfiotis. If 
you pleafe, Mrt. Langriviar, whom I am now 
with, Hull fatisfy any queries you will put to her ; 
fhe can tell you that I fee nobody ; that till to-day 
I have not quitted her houfe fince I wenttoher at 
the beginning of laft week { and that I live retired, 
as muEh from inclination as neceiEty. Do not then 
1st what it has pleafed God to heftow on me, be a 
reafon for rejefting mc. I will entirely be governed 
by 
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by you i and wheneivr yon fee any thing to di&p- 
prOTCt will leaTC your houfe. 

Mn. Heflum now hefitated ; Jhc feeinal uawU- 
Hagto refnCe, and yet afraid to confent: her wa- 
vering gare Cenftanoe bopei* and by erery argO" 
mem Ihe could ufe ihe tried to prcTail. The Ti^h^ 
Ty wat at length hmr't, and the ttiflkulty of obtatoii^ 
It confider^y incieaied it't ralue and her QotA 
dcnce, fince flie could not doubt of her lecnrity 
wtd) one fo laudaUy and fo dtfintereftedly cautuni*. 
Preliaunariea wera Ibao fettled when her acqul- 
vlceace was procuted ; k wai agreed that flie JhouU 
come to her that erening, and when aiked for har 
name gare that of MM Conftaoce. 

She DOW flattered herf^Uiarlho adght caijof 
jMice, if AmcouU allay the coofaming £re itt het 
own bofen : to exert bei utvoA refolutkni for thk 
parpafeflKeeafidered at a duty fbe aiuft unequiTO- 
tally £lcharge, at it would be cnid bfdiflurb Mn. 
Hetem'i traaquillit)' by bifiering her mclancb<dty 
to appear, attd it wai weakBeft to yield to an enemy 
whom it required iiothiD|; more than Courage' to 
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TN the duflt of the evening the left Mri. Lanyri- 
vier's, and went to her newkaWtatkHi! dwwu 
pleafcd frith obfervinff, th« Mn. Heffliam, after 
having Confented to admit tcr into her hotUc, b»A 
fhaken off all diflruft, and feemed atvriOHB (rtrfy fcr 
"her acconimodaiioii, a tliii was an irgmac!*, of 
good temper, and of her being free fKrtn ftd^cnsw 
prejudice ; her hehaTrouT during die 8fft HKiAhg, 
ptwed hei- drfertiug of wlutt M". Camell fcarf (aSd 
ofher; and, by (hetime Aey freie to go t« their 
tepofe, they feemed Jorry to part. 

AtolenWe night'a reft difpeHed a little «f the 
gloom on Confiance't mind, and (he met her land- 
lady at breakfaA with pleafure. At Ibe wn deter- 
miffed, at al! eTenti, to humour her in every thing 
till (he had convmced her (he had no rea(bo to be 
iineafy, Aie did not venture to propofe going to 
church, leS (fae fhould conclude (he cSfliked confeie- 
ment ; bnt Mrs. Helham fignifying her intention 
of going herfrif to the neighbouring chapel. Con- 
fiance a(ked if Uie thought there would be any im- 
propriety in her accompanying her. She anfwored 
th« 



^1 CONITAKce: 

that thne was none, and Uiat {he Oioiild be happf 
in having her wth her. 

WhatcTcr ConfUnce thought would contribute 
to her fati«fi£tiaa (he did, and with all poflible care 
■Toided every thing that coutd make her repent her 
baring yielded to her importunity. She lived in a> 
flaw of tranquillity equally lemoved from buftie and 
dullneft. fdn. Hefliam was of a very chearful dif- 
pofition, and frequently amufed her by reading 
aloud to her, and Ibe found with a very reafonabk 
degree of fatiifaiSion, that ber oppofidon to the 
melancholy that bad feized her, though it did not 
eradicate, Icflened it>. 

Al foon ai fhe wu fettled, fhe wrote to Mr. Cu- 
well, and told him how agreeable he had fixed her ; 
and, on the fifth day after ber removal, ihe recsivcd 
ameflagetaddrefledtoher by her Cbiifiian name 
only^ from Lady Uariiet Gaynham, deliring to 
know when fhe might mofl conveniently call on hei< 
ConAance anfwcred thii civility by faying flie Ibould 
be happy to fee her Ladyflup at any time, and, if 
flw would give her leave, flie would fpare her the 
trouble of coming, by waiting on her. Lady 
Harriet fent back word that flie would drink tea with 
ber that evening t and Conftance, with » mixture of 
fear and pleafure, went inte the beli raoni, whidi 
wa» prepared to receive her, forefyii^ herroind, u 
well as poffible, againil bong catitght by appear- 
ancei. 

About 



A H O V 1£ L. 93 

About feven. Lady Harriet Gaynham, the firft 
vifitor (he had feen id the houfe, came, in her moro- 
ingdrefs, on foot; and entered the room with a' 
letter in her hand ; which, as foon as (he was feated, 
fhe gave to Conflance, and delired her to read : it 
was from Mr. Carwell to her Ladyttiip, explaining 
in general terms, the neceffity in which fflie for 
-wlhom he Interelled himfetf, fiood of Ibme defence 
from reproach and infult, and beggmg her, by 
favourinf her with aa much of her countenance as 
Jhe fhoutd be foand to merit, to fluHd her from the 
«lai)geu die was expofed to. In this tetter was in- 
clofed one from him to Conftance, in which he en- 
formrd her of Mr. Gaynham's lundnefs in writing 
Immediately to Lady Harriet, and expediting her 
return to town, and recommended it to her to ac- 
■cept the protedion offered her. 

When (he had read thefe letters, and returned 
one of them. Lady Harriet faid,— And now, Mift 
Conflance, I am come to ftilGll what has been pro- 
(nifed for me, and to ttU you how happy I am in 
Ving cholen aa the meani to avert any o( the evili 
you fear. From what I have teamed of your fitu- 
ation, It appears very ill fuited to you, and in any 
method which you can point out to me, by which 
I can relieve it, you mHy depend on my aflift- ~ 
ance. ' 

However, Conflance had relbWed agunft being. 
captivated at firft fight j it was impoi&ble for her to 
remain uUprejuiced in Lady Harriet'i fa?our ; her 
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countcOBOCe indicated her being between twenty 
and twenty 'three yean of age, and was expreffire 
of the moll amiable fweetnrfB ; her perTon wai 
clegantt though not fliowyi and there vra^, in the 
nholc of her dcponment, fomcthing fo iDnat:cntIy 
cfaearful, lb ingcnioui, and yet fo difBdcnt, that 
Cooftance could not fbiiiear confidering her ex- 
terior M ibe archet)'pe of a mind in the moll envi^ 
able Ibtte of tranquillity. 

She inquired of Conlhtnce what plan Jhe thought 
of purfuiag, and wa* anfweredg that unlels any 
accident happened to make her removal aeceflary, 
flte purpoTed remaining where flie was till her rela- 
rioii) came from abroad ; but that if tier ladylbip 
law any impropriety in her doing fo, {he wiflied 
to know it, and would follow her advice. , " I am 
" extremely forry," Lady Harriet replied, " that 
'• our acquiuntance ia now to begin ; before I ad- 
** vife you, I would have you judge what -credit 
*^ ia lo be ' given to my opinion ; your liiuation 
" juAifiet mt in attichiag myfclf toyosy but there 
" is no obligation on you to follow the pcrhap 
*' erroneous advice of one wbo& right and ability 
'* are equally que IBonable. Of one point, however, 
" you mgft bo convinced before I go farther, that 
" however .J m»y err in my judgment, my.utmoft 
" power to ferve you is at your command : I ac- 
" cepted the office afBgned me frun a general de- 
*' lire to promote happiaefi ; it ii now matter of 
*' perroDsl cboiM ; and though I feu you irill 
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• find little more adTanUg« from meeting with me, 
'■ than th^t of having* nominal prot'eilreft, if that 
■* can be oY any fervice to you, you may ufe it in 
i« the fulleft Ktent." 

i Two hour* Aid away imperceptibly Jn the moft 
Agreeable converfatian. Lady Harriet ;^peared 
aiglily deferring of whateTcr commend^tioas Mr. 
3aynham had bellowed on her, and Conflance 
'aw her wth regret preparing to go ; when ftie 
fstid the w^s forry her ladyQiip had made her villt 
Co than, ihc anfwered j — " I »m foiry lo leave you, 
," bccaufe in your folhude any relief of converfa- 
?' tion is dcfirable ; but," faid (he, fmilin^, " to 
** tell you ingeniouily the fai5t, I have a little lady, 
** fourmtnithe (dd, at home,- who will admit of no 
" eacofe for the lofs of her fupper ; 0ic is a moft 
I** defpotic tyrant, and frequently makes me tjuit 
,*' very agreeable friendi to attend her." 

The additioa of maternal tendemefa to Lady 
Harriet's cbara^r, completed Conftance's opinion 
of her, and made her ftill more reluAantly part 
with ker. Before fhe toolc her leave, Ihe faid^^' 
" And when may I hope to fee you ^ laminaftate 
** of widowhood, now Mr. Gaynham is abfent ; we 
*' muft each relieve the other ; are you engaged 
'* ft>r to-morrow i" Conftance replied, that Iht 
had no engagcm«it|, nor any obje^n ^at the 
fear of putting her ladyOup to bconTeuence : 
* If,' fiudflic, ' I nught be honoured with knomng 
f any tine when you Ouil be Rt bone, and o&n- 
wUc 
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* wife qitlte alone, I would with great pleaflirt 
'wait on you.' "Youtbink, I fuppofc," ^^ 
turned Lady Harriet, " that I am as much cngagd 
** as Lady George Brenville ; but indeed I am dci 
" half fo fine a lady ; I love home and my familj ; 
" and though I dare fay Lady George and het »■ 
" quiintance would call mc ftupid for thinking liii 
" and a downright fool for faying fo, I am no 
'* afliamed to own, that 1 have never yet founJ 
*• any pleafures fo fatisfaflory as thofe of a domeffic 
** life : you will perhaps fet me down for an oU- 
" fafliioqed creature, when I tell yoU, I prefe 
" nurfing my little girl, aud teaching her brothn 
" his alphabet, to half the amufementa of London; 
*' that I do not love cards, and that the gresttl 
1 " part of my vifitors are fuch as I receive withoU 
" ceremonyi and who do not innterrupt any em- 
" ployment I am engaged in." Conitance replied, 
that thefe fcntiments were fuch as ihe ever wilW 
to entertain, and that file was fa far from thinluD^ 
her attachment to her family a fubjet^ of ridicult, 
that fflie waa rcjmced in finding one, to whom On 
wai to owe her protei^on, fo highly rational. ' 

Lady Harriet now urged her- to fpend the MB 
day with her, and added, " I fee no reafon why, 
*' for the fake of ceremony, we, arc to be debarnd 
*' firom the pleafure of meeting often ; therefort, 
" if it is convenient to you, I (hall expeft to fa 
" you to breakfoll as near ten o'clock as Cults yon. 
" Do not let Ha fear of interrupting me keep*;i» 
" awiy, 
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** a^ty, you will be no [cftralat on me ; anil 
" aflure you I fliall be very happy to have your 
*' company." ' May I alk,'— faid Conflancf,— 

* whether you would otherwiCe b« quite alone ? 

* for indeed my unfbrtuoate fituattoa Ii Aich, that 

* J wifli not to be feen.* *' I (hall be quite alone," 
Kplied her ladyitup ; " and, to make you pcrfeftly 
'* eafy, will pramire that you fhall fee nobody but 
" myfclf." The dlftates of caution and the ex- 
perience ot Lady George BrenTille, were reafon* 
too weak to make Conflance fufpicious ; Lady 
Harriet told her ihe lived no farther off than New 
Burtingtm-llreet, and offered, if the weather wai 
fine to fend her footman to fetch her, or, in cafe 
i>f rain, her chair ; and her invitation wat acccpt- 

Immediately as Lady Harriet WM gone, Con- 
ftance communicated to Mrs. Heiham what had 
pafled, and wai happy in her approbation, and la 
being told by her, that baring accidentally tnct 
with a perf<m who had fome knowledge of Mr, 
Oaynham'i fanuly, flie had made inquiriet refpeft* 
ing them, and had heard a yttf latiafoftery account 
of them. 
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BETWEEN nine aiKi «■ o'clock the next 
morning, X,adf HarnetGaynham's foocnun 
came &r her. Confixnce fet out to enter on thu 
new acquaintance, muI having reached the, boufe^ 
wat fhcwnintaafarlourin which there was nobody. 
Aiicr a fcwminutet a mefTage came to her, deliring 
that if it was not too much trouble, Ok would go 
up flairs, and accordingly Ihc followed the "Tervant 
ito the nurfery, where a lovely pidure wai exhibit- 
ed, Lady Harriet having her little girl afieep on her 
lap, and a fine boy in petticoats Handing by ber. 
"She apolc^scd for obKging Conflance to comb to 
her ; " But,'! laid flic, " I did not like to make 
** grou wait, and 1 ani fnre you, would have been 
'.' moK angry at my waking my child, than stt dti* 
'' trouble." In ^Mut a quarter of an hour Lady 
Harriet was releafed, and Ctmflance, with fenti- 
menti" of tncreafing elleem and admiration, wcQt 
with her to breakfafi. 

The houfe,' which was exijuifitely neat,' was 
handromely not gaudily fui'niflied, and in ereiy 
thing there appeared regularity and decency, Ileer< 
ing equally between the extremes of profufion and 
srlimony. At nooa the coaCb was ordered for an 
airing; 

.....^Xooglc 
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«nrmg ; before three thej returned ; Lady Harriet 
srent to drefi, and Cent her cbildreQ to Confiaoce 
to amufe her daring her abfenccj at four they dined, 
-and the erening was agreeably fpent in conTerfstion, 
in work, and mufic 

Her new friend feemed dcfirout to make Con- 
Aance acquainted with her difpofitiori by the Ihortcft 
meani polTible, and it might naturally be fnppofed 
that Ihe expeftcd in return an equal degree of un- 
' referre ; but Conflance now with pain recollefled ' 
that Ihe muft ufe concealment ; (he hoped, however, " 
that a little time would take away this neceifity ; 
for, if Lady Harriet was what fbe appeared to be, 
there could be no realbn for repreffing her inclina- 
tion to be candid ; but prudence yet obliged her to 
be careful: her4a^yfliip was not inquifitive, and a 
hint that her misfortunes were too recent to be con- 
templated, fatisfied her. 

A week was fpent in an aflidaoui cultivation of 
this fiiendfliip, and its eSeSs were highly falutary ta 
Conliance; herhome waa pteafant toher, andMrs. 
Heflum's condnd demonitrated her affection for 
her : memory was now her only fource of affiiAion, 
and this (lie endeavoured to leflcn by looking for- 
ward to the advantages Ihe might reap from two 
conne^ons, ths one Co ufeful, the other fo grati- 
fying to her. To diminifii thefe bicflings, or her 
fenfibility of them, by an ufelefs retrofpeft, flie 
thought ingratitude ; and alwayi makiag her actions 
conform to her opinion, Ihe found, that though 
Fi the 
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the raufe of her melHiicholj ninuned in full force, 
it.ndghc and ought to be-counterbriaaced. InAnd 
therefore of indulging it, fix fled frcm it, and fom 
herfelf ; nertr fitting alone but when fte was too 
fiilly employed to be aware that ihe wa* (ot nor 
ever fuffering her thougbti to dwell on that 6AjeA 
which had uniformly proved the bane of every 
enjoyment. Though Lady Harriet Oaynham and 
Ktt. Hefliain weie the whole of her Society, flie 
fell no deficiency ; (omt pan of «acti day wai <iient 
in Burliagton-flicet, and as the engagements of 
the fonner were few, xnd flie herfclf had none, 
much.of their tine pafled together. Their tempen 
gnd inclinMiona {eemed exaAly to ccancide ; th«r 
accompliOuneBt* were eqnal ; there wai a very 
.finall difference in tlieir agei ; and they appeared 
' ju if deftined for the intimacy forming between 
^em. 

CouAance intended in her next letter to Mr. 
CirwcU to .alk his pemuUion to unbofom herfclf to 
Lady Harriet, for ihe found the reilraint grow Tery 
unpleafant, and every lime flie was addrefled by 
the furname fhe had affumed, flie felt a pang, and 
a coofcioufnefi that Ihe Was a^ug in a malic : be- 
fidet thia inconvenience, it prevented their uniox 
from being fo clnfe xi it would otherwile have been, 
£oT flic could not expcd confidence to foe placed in 
her while fbe wai referred, nor could flie blame 
though Ibe «blfrr«d Lady Harriet's cautitm in 
fpeaking of her own a&aa ; neither yet knew wha 
the 
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the other w as, and the .refleffion that (he vm dif- 
ferabliQg WM at painfid, at the ciTCUinlpe£iion the 
wai obliged to ufc lelt flic fbould betray herfelF wat 
fettering. 

But it vra» only from her own feelings that (he 

fufiered j Lady Harriet exprelled neither FefetiBntnt 

DOT curiofity, and only indicated that fhe expected 

a more intimate acquaintance at feme future tinie,. 

by commending the prudence of caution, and the 

hazard of placing implicit confidence prematurely : 

had fhe been heffelf communicative, Hie would have 

cmbarrafled her friend, but the only fa6h Conftatice 

knew rcfpe^Dg her were, that (he had no mother, 

thu her father wat UviBg, and that fiie had a 

brother,, of whom (he feemed very fond, aad wba 

wa> DOW itf the country : who her family were (be 

did not di(cover ; it wai only her appellation that 

(hewed their rank to be above that of commonert ; 

and, at Mr. Carwell had hinted that her martiage 

with Mr. Gaynham.was fiolen, (he thought (he 

too nught wi(h for concetbnenf, and was therefore 

particularly aTcrfe to being inqulfitive. 

Mr. Gaynham'a return to town was Ihortly ex- 
pefted, and ConJiaiicc could not cnureiy ftifle the 
^preheafion that this .would Icflcn her pleafure, 
n fhe could not hope that Lady Harriot would 
devote fo much of her time then to her; (herejmced 
in the approach of ihii event, becaufe it graii&d 
twe to whom (be wifhed every blelling, though flie 
cott£dered it oi unfortunate for berCelf, and feared 
F i that 



that Ac bad titeady pilTcd the zenith of her 
fclkity ; hcT frequent rifitt fhe forefaw would now 
be interrupdonf) and fhe deterBuned to decline re- 



Whea (be wm one cTcntng mth Ladf Hurtct, 
ft letter came from Mr. Gayoham, fi^ifyiog hi* 
iotCBtion of diniag at home the ocu day ; and ■ 
pan of it which her ladyQup read aloud, very po- 
litely opreOed a wifh, that he might at his return 
find her new friendwith her. She could notthere- 
forc aToid being there then, awl fhe felt a very high 
fati«ia£tion in witneffing this meeting. The manly 
^cAion and teadcrnefi which Mr. Gaynham dis- 
covered for Lady Harriet, his cagersefa to fee lu» 
diildren, and the reception his carefles net iritb* 
unprefled on ConHance's mind the opinion, that this 
ftmily enjoyed domcfUc felicity in its utmoft ex- 
tent ; and the cordiality with which he conuneoced 
hit acquuntance with hci, encoiuraged her- to hop* 
* coatinuattoa of her happiaefi va* by no means 
iocompatihle with hi« retura home. la thii Qui 
had DO reafon, during the remainder of the day, 
lo think herfelf niiflahm ; the only difference it 
made was the addition of very agreeable converfa- 
tic«s he manifeAed equal iotereil with his wife for 
her welfare, and Ihe was not fuffered to depart 
^■hout promifing to return the next morning. 

The circumftance in her &uatioD which gave 

herthemoA concern now, wasthefufpicaon thaton 

her account Lady Harriet lefufed invitations and 

engage* 
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engagementi ; fhe had beed prerent when fhe had, 
more than once, cxcufed herfelf ; and,' conlldering 
this as an injury to her tenefaiSrefs, Conflancc 
when (he urged her to come, told hei' how uneafjr 
this made her. Lady Harriet laughed at her, and 
faid flie would take care not to difoblige ; but that 
fhe was very well pleafed at being able to fay tnily 
ftie was engaged, when the was inviied to make a 
party to any public place ; for, faid fhe, when I 
■cnn be (6 happy at home, why Uiould I feek plea- 
fiire abroad l This did not tatisfy Conltance, who 
chofe rather to fareg;o a pat) of her ■enjoyment, 
than to fubjeiS her lo f\ich obrious inconvefuenciei ; 
for, befide the confinement that flie obliged her to, 
the neceffity of her kee^g out of the light of 
flrangers frequently put Lady Harriet to difficulty^ 
riipugti Ihe never would own it. To carry her relb- 
lution into prance immediately was not polSble ; 
no excufe would be accepted inAead of her at tl^e 
breakfall-table the next ttromiug, but the concern . 
(he difcovered prevailed on Lady Harriet (o confefs 
that (he had an invitation to dinner on ihe morrow, 
which, to relieve Mifs Co»(fance'5 anxiety, Ihat 
would accept. 

The following day, when the two Iftdiea, were 
alone, Lady Harriet began a con»erfation, which 
feemed to be the refult of foroething that had . 
pafled between her and Mr. GSynham i in the 
courfe of it. Con fiance.: took occafion to repeat her 
forrowat having fo.long confined her ladyfliip, and 
F.4- Ere- 
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prcTnilcd her from feeing her frieiuit ; and fud, that 
in future fhe mufl make her confuldng her own 
•afe and eD^gementi the con£tioD on which fhc 
would accept her kindaefs. " Well, " replied Lady 
Harriet, '* I nill do as you wifb, and I have been 
" advifing with Mr. Guynhiim how it fhalt be con- 
•' trived ; I have a fcheme to propofe, which,, if it 
" h not difagrecablc to you, will anfwer thi« pur- 
" pofe efl^ually, — it is that you Ihould quit your 
" prefent abode, and come here ; then you will be 
" part of our fiimily, and can partake in fuch of 
" our engagementB as will amufe you.*' 

Thii wa» a tempting inTitatioii ; it offerei Coo- 
iUnce all that (he could rcafonably hope, and it re* 
noTcd her Hlt from every danger ; but {be thought 
it right torejedt it ; to fpeak agva& her iQclinatioD, 
in this infiancCf re<juircd an exertion, and her kind . 
frietid improving her fitencc, faid,— Come, you 
null yield to me, unleb you have f>me very good 
Tcafon to urge ; if you have, I will ware it ; but I 
fee no objection, and my hean is muA fet on hav- 
ing you with me. The obje£tioD to it, Conllancf 
replied, is the little knowledge you have of me : 
had our intimacy, happily for me, commenced forse 
years ago, I could not hefitate to accept your gt- 
nerofity ; but to put it in the power of any body to 
• fay, (hould you have caufe to repent, it, that you 
were to blame in making one with whom you had fo 
flight an acquaiatiUKC-your friend, -would be doing 
you 
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you an irrepuable injury. That fear, f»d iJvSj • 
Harriet, \fi all the feciiTuy I wifli for ; fincc Ii am 
certain I cannot repent a clofe connexion with ;t 
periba who entenatnns Tuch fentinMOti : beliilei, 
Mifs Conflance, fuppctfc I had waatcd profefledly a 
compaoion, I nmft hare taltea one of whom peihapi 
I had lefs knotUed^ thas I have of you, and trho 
might not have been half fo well recommended ; fat 
Iconfldcr Mr. Carwetfk good opinion as equivalent 
to fevcn yean- acq4»iDtaace ; I beg therefore that 
you will not cmh objediom ; I hare Mr. Grayn- 
ham's advice and approbation in the affair; hft, 
dunki It rigbtf and'I know: no cafein whidxLwouUL 
not truft his judgment r m flioit,- it a hie requcA, 
as well at mine, and if you: hare nothing more rea>- 
fonable to urge, I look on Jr as granted ^ yet, how- 
Evaryoor acqu^ntance woukL pleafe rae, that ilialt 
not tempt you to involve yourfelf in an^' diiEcult)^ ;- 
laffure you>there is as. much lelf-inteicft as regard 
for you in tU» oftr, and I will fuSer you imparti- 
ally to- judge from what yovhave feen of our man> 
nerof ti<«angr whether bdng here would be more, oc 
lefi cranfertablo thou. your prefent fituadotu. 

The ar|;umeats which ConDance^ iniBgination 
fuggefted to her agunfl this propofal were weak ^ 
MvettheteTi, her rcfolution was flroog, it was well 
fininded, and Qte deternuued to adhere to it, at leafi 
till (he had obtained Mr. Carwell's permiffion. t» 
fluke off all £%utfe. She.could.not tell Lady Hai^- 
f 5, atv 
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net tbe cooongency olt whkh her conplytng^ iv- 
pended) not could flic yet ^>ply to Mi. Carwell fi)r 
tiis concurrence, be being fei out on his jotn-ney, and. 
baring proDuled to fcad herhii.addrefi, at foon u 
be «nu fixed for any time. Her natural abhorrenc* 
of itDpofition, the dread of accidentally dete^ting^ 
berfelf, and the ineritable confequonce itf any dif- 
corery^ weretnfuperable oMacLea^ butlhey were- 
fuch ai flte could not ivgt, and wii tberefbre obliged 
ta confine herlelf to the obje£&>n fhe had at tirft 
Aarted. The fmalLrcopewhich thiaallowed her, en^ 
CouMged I-ady Harriet's perfeverance, and Hie ufed 
fiucifalc entreaty ; but Conflanccr who faw every 
moment more dearly the imprudence of fblloiring; 
her own inclination, anfwered her by faying,. I jun 
emremely fenfiUe Lady Harriet,, ok yoiu kindnefs^ 
and wiflt fiocerely I could accept it ; but I am Ture- 
yon will noF urge me, when I tell you candidly, that 
fcewerer elipblt your ofer,. and how-ever advan- 
U^eouf and flattering to me, the predicament I ftaod. 
'm '» fuch at woidd render my accepting it improper^ 
sndi' from a pecrerfe conjunction ot circunilbnce)^ 
it it Ky mitforcunc to find,, ^hat becoming a part of 
ysur family, wouU iocreafo the difficukjes I flniggle- 
ivilh : yoawil) excule my being norr elicit ^ I cu» 
ftancely bear to think c£ .what I hare fufoied,. ani{ 
aumoc reveal it ; but £>- &r I will pconife, that i£ 
ac asy time hfnce the- oUbclct to wUcb I now moA 
Mwillingly fvAunit^ fltoiU be rempved, and ii is 
OODireiucht u you to receive me», I will obey you. 
' Lady 

u,:,-,zf--„GoOglc 



A IfttT-ELi- 107- 

Lady Harriet now reludantly defined ; but fLe 
appeared to have too much potitenefs and benevo- 
lence to feek h.er own gratification at the expencc of 
her friend's-eafe, and the matter was compromifed 
by an agreement on the parrof her ladyfhip, that it 
ftiould be only time nototherwife engaged, that Ai*- 
.devoted to Conl&nce, and on her'i that ihe fhould'. 
liever refufe an invitation to Burlington^flreer^ out 
of. fear tfaat-lhe wa»an iatermption. 
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THIS reformed plan wai-cntered on the next 
day, and Conflance returned to Mrs, He- 
Diam's to dinner. When Ak t»ok leave of Lady 
Harriet, the im^ujird bow h<r engagemeati ftood 
for the morrow;, and. tearnbg. that flic expe£ie4 
fomc friends injhe forenoon, it-was agreed ihatthey 
Ihoi^ not m^'t till betwecB threeaod four. 

F6 Th» 



io8 cokitahcb: 

The reraauMler of the Azy vm &r from unplra- ' 
faotly (pent with Mn. Hefliam ; and CobIWcc 
fell her felf relieved by the acc(»iiinadation on which 
Ihe had concluded with LadyHarqpt. In the evening, 
jufl u (hey were thinking of retiring to their rooms, 
they were alarmed by a knock at the door, and the 
arrival of a meflenger to inform Mn. Heiham that 
ft daughter of her's, who was fettled in the country, 
wat dangeroufly ill, and earnelily defired to fee her. 
Thit melan^oly and fudden uewi terrified her to 
whom it was fent fo much ai almoft todeprive her 
of the ufe of her recolleftion; but Conflance, 
whofe fervices were never confined » good wiihes, 
when affiflance was in her power» difmiffing all 
thoughts of rcD, bulled herfelf for her, and a poA- 
«h^fe was ordered to be at the door at day-break :— 
(he intermediate fpace was fully occupied by necef- 
fary ■ preparation, and when this was conplctcd^ 
Conllance could not but aSk herfelf what was to 
become of her now. Thiscare had not efcaped Mrs. 
Helhani, even in her diftrefs, and lamenting, as 
much for her fake as her own, the neceflity of the 
journey, (be had alked her boarderwhat (he purpofed 
(toing while (he was gone, and whether (he coudd 
in any way be of ufe to hii. The time of my ab« 
ftnce, bid (he, will be very precarious, and I would 
irith alt my heart, take you with me, if it were 
jBore agreeable than b^g left - hert, but that 
»y daughter** fituation b Ufe, make* it impro- 
per.. 
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ler, lot her hufimad keeps an inn, and I mnfl b« 
Lt their houfe. You tni^t, f am conTutcedi from 
vhat I have leen of you, remun very {aiily here, 
yet this I cannot advife, becaule it would be ex- 
[remcly looelyT and though you night fpeod ^at 
part of your tioic with Lady Harriet, you wouU 
find returning to a home where no one could wel- 
come you, very irkfbme. Do not ditlrefi yourfelf, 
replied ConAance, about me ; I mull confider be- 
fore I determine ; I will fee Mri. Langrimr in the 
morning, and inquire if her lodgings are not yet 
empty, perhaps I can go there. 

In thii unfettled ilate wai Mrs. Ibiham obliged 
to leave her, givbg her a itri£t charge to let her 
hear of her ag Toon and as often as pofiible. Con- 
llance ilifled her emoiion as much as the could, 
knowing that her landlady's concern for her daugh- 
ter was too great to bear addidon f but Mrs. He- 
fluim could not cOnaeal what fhe felt ; jhe feemed to 
have a fore-know ledge that this would be their lafi 
meetmg, and fo it proved, for flie lived but a very 
Ihort time afterwards. 

The rellraint which Conflance had impofcd on 
herfelf, being taken off when Mrs. HeQiam was 
gone, (he gave free vent to the grief this difap- 
ptntatment of her views had occafioned ; and, when 
the fiifl emotions hod fubfided, (he fummoned alt 
her Faculties to her aid, in dcliberuing what' fhc 
had bcA do. The lirll thmg that occurred to her 
was, the ncctffity of her remaining coocealcda . and 
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Ihe therefore called up the maid, who wat a perfon 
in yean, and rather above the oomnion rank, told 
her, that u Mrs. Hefham wai gfine, fhe did not 
chufe it Should b« known that fliE vat id the houfe, 
and enjoined her liot to mention h, nor to give the 
leaft hint th« hsr miftreft had left any body there 
except herfelf.r— I will certainly do a» you order, 
Ma'm, replied the vronao ;, but I hope you will 
not be angry with me for faying, that it will foon be 
known liiat you are here ; for, if you keep away 
ftxnn the windowi, and do all you can, when you: 
go out you will be Teen.— This had not occurred to^ 
Conftancej ftieowned the force of the obfervation,. 
and faw that ihe coitid not hope to flay where tb*: 
wai, without rifque,— She then thought of fending' 
TO Mrs. Langrivier'* to fetch hej; but flie wa»i 
powD fo timorous that ihe dreaded being left, eTeo- 
tbt a few minutes, in the houfci alone, left any one 
Jhould knock Mthedovr: this fear was, however,.. 
in fome meafure removed, by the fcrvanr"* pro- 
Kufing, when fh« mentioned her mih and her diffi- 
culty, to go and return with all^lSble expedition, 
adtillng her, if anyone came, to.kt them wait till 
ihe came back. To this die agreed, and Mrs. Lan> 
giivier was niUi her before fhe wai at all dif- 
nirbed. 

She communicated her diltrer* to Mrs.Langrt- 

vier, without receiving any t'elief; tier houfe wat' 

fulli and Ibe could neither admits nor recommend' 

htx ta saj othtu proper' place ; bucfhc oflitred to 

fcc 



be with her at every interral flie could fteal from het 
Wfinefi, andioneepin the houfc^ if it wouldmake 
ber more ealy. So partial a remedy was declined, 
aa well on account of iti ineSicacjr, a) for the trou- 
ble and lof> it muft occafion Mn htm^diier ; and 
Conflance, haring difoHfled bcTt with a pcomile ta 
lend a^ain for her, U fite wanted ber^ fat dowtk 
alooe, to contemplate, the cloudy profpe£l arouod 
^r. She dtfpenfed witb the ceremony of break- 
hH, fer &B wai too much occupied to feel the want 
of food, and employed the time in thinking whether 
.file had any-alierttHtive to accepting -Lady Harriet'^ 
^TiMttM), and whether Iter fcruplei were fuclia*- 
would ju££y her rejeAing it, when lb cordially 
. vged. That IbebadfiKh arefovTcelht could OM 
butacluio«tlei%ea.pecuUarl>lcffing, ai^flicincliiied 
to aTail herfelf of ii^ thoi^h,. at Sie had not yet 
htaid from Mr. Carwell, fhe mull become her 
fucft, ooder aa affomcd name aad chara^r ; but 
on thti fhe did not decidedly Fefolre ; Am intended 
to mentaoD pan of her difficulty, and to regulat» 
her cooduA by thereceptisnthaC met with. 

At a littk after three. Lady narriet'i footman cam» 
&r her j and, heai^y glad t»bc reliered from dtc 
company of her own thoughts, Ihe wai fbon reiidjt 
to fet out. In going. Irom' the door one of herclogk 
cftBte of^ oa which laying to tbenaid d»t^ aa t&e 
Afiance wai- faSMTt,lhe would noibctiDtdiledwitk 
tbetnyflwda&Kd- hw to.ste thciftia, and agaid- 
,- ' turninff 
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turning from the koufe, Ok heird finnebody coB' 
ing behiad her. Shendther looked back nor todt 
any notice till (he \ni ffntW by the found of Lord- 
Farnford'i tmcc, who fiepping before her, and clap- 
ping hit hand* together, exclaimed :— Good God ! 
vay lore ! — She inToiuntuily Itood iltll, frighted 
almoit out of her fenfei, frhlle he began, >n lu» , 
ufual florid ftyle, to exprcii the fuperabundance of. 
his joy. The inirainence of her danger, recJIed 
her wits, and turning from him to the fcrvaot be- 
hind her, fhe fiud to iuto, a it Lord Famfbrd had 
been » ftrangcr, — You will not fufier me to.bc in- 
fulted ?— The man on thit came up, and, with owfc 
ffMiit than {he eipedcd, told hb Lordfflup that he was. 
feni to tak€ care of the lady, and nobody (hould. 
affront ber.-^n the meui tine fhe,^ feazing the con- 
fcqueoce of -thii addrefi, walked en,, andi had pre- 
fe.ntly the faiiifadion of percoying l.ord Farnfijrd 
retreat, muttering— You puppy ! and with an oathr 

— 4o be bullied by her footmu ? A« Ihe turned 

the corner into Savile-paflagc, ftte rentured to look 
towards i/ln. Hefham's, and fsw him in clofe cont~ 
ftrence with the roaid ; an iatimariaa, that the ar- 
dsuf of his heKnfm wai not quite estinguilhed, and:, 
that it behoved her to feek the mo& fecurcf. evaa. 
if the leaft convenient fituaoon. 

There was no seed oi. her telling thatfomething: 
hjKl ruffled her t ber treadierous countenance ever 
divulged tbe ^te of hst Sfinu,. tad it txoied' vo^ 
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uiry both in Mr, G«ynham and his wife ; (he 
nrwered ihdr queries by faying, that flie had been 
iopped in the ftreet by a gentleman who feemed to 
nink gallantry a fubflitute for good manners. — 
Lnd what did your feiVant do ? (aid Mr.Gaynham : 
rand by quietly ?— No, replied Conftance, he ttx* 
ly pan nobly, and releafed me in a minute. — I am 
;lad to hear it, faid his mafler j he fliaU not lofe 
ry it, but he fliouU have loft his place if he had . 
lone otherwifc, — But, my dear Mifs Confiarce, 
nterpofed Lady Harriet, I cannot believe fuch 
in accident would make you look fo ; forgive me 
or faying fo ; really you appear to me at if you 
lad fat up all night : I am fure you are not well ; I 
lever fay any body fo altered ; do tell me what is 
[he matter, for I am quite alarmed ? 

A flood of tears was all the anfwer Conftance 
[:ould make to' this affeffionate foticitude'; and ai 
Qie remained for fome fecondi filent, Mr.Gayn- 
ham, a> if apprehending that he was the impeiU- 
mcnt to her fpeaking, left the room, and in a (ban 
time file fo far recovered the power of utterance as to 
ri:tate what had happened at Mn. Hefliam's : be- 
fore fhe could fay any more than that flie was gone. 
Lady Harriet, throwing her arm round her neck, 
while with the other hand (he wiped the tears from 
her eyes, conjured her to confider the houfe the 
was in as her home, and to think no more of return- 
ing to Cooduit-ftreet. It was impoffiblc for her now 
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to refute ; and, though but half raii«fied with the 
inpofition (be wu forced to^ Ihe-eiprefied her gn- 
titude for fuch utunerited fnendQiip, aod yielded 
xo her Und impcirtUDity. 

Lady Harriet, in the effufion of her joy, fought 
Mr> OayDham, to make him a participant o£ her 
plcafure ; he returned ioto the roors with her, and 
in the maft cordial tenu of benevolence, welcomed 
Biifi Confhnce as a member ot hit family : they fat 
down to dinner together, and Lady Harriet, wbi^a 
joy at feeing her friend feemed doubled by the idea 
of her refidence with her, wai wholly takea up 
with contririi^ her immediate remoral, without 
At neccffity of her going back to Mn. Hefliatn^ 
even for ber cloathi ; but thti could not be artudedf 
therefore before tea time, the ladiei went thither, in 
Mr, Oayuham'* coach, and put all her tbingi in a 
pofture for carriag;e, to be fent for in the ereniog. 

Before Ibe left Mrs. Helham'*, Conllance wiflKd 
to know what Lord Farnfoid had faid to the maid 
when Ihe faw him taking with her at the door i 
for this purpofe, Itie begged Lady Harriet's pati" 
•ence for a mtauce, and retiring into the back room, 
delired her to tell her what quet^ioas that gentleman 
lhehadfecnllopher,-hadafked.— MefcyoniiK! the 
woman reptied, I never fawf fuch a man in my life : 
fure he muftbe mad! he alked me ifyou lined here, 
and how long you had been here, and a great deal, 
forhefeemedveiycurioiu; and then he talked fome- 
thing 
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ing about a Slift Tax fometting, by which I 
lought the meant you. Ma'am j fo I told him what 
our name was ; he fald il wasn't fo, and that you 
SLB very cunning, but not quite fo cunning as he 
'as J and that he would make you know.— ^)f in 
trmation of this kind CoDdance needed a Tcryfnatl 
uaniity ; lUc faid Qie had heard enough, rewarded 
he maid for the trouble fhe had given her, and fol- 
9wed Lady Harriet to the coach. 

The evening wai agreeably fpent without any 
ither company than the family, and eVery point 
cfpeAing the, new gueA'i conTenieiKC ww fettled. 
Lady Harriet was fo kind as to proniifc that bo vi- 
iton ihoutd be fuddenly let in upon her, and inhfted 
m her following her own inclination either to renrc^ 
>r to mil with the fociety their houfe afforded :-'- 
:hiB attention contributed much to Cooftance's eafe,. 
uid file now more ardently than ever longed to 
tcU her good friends who Ihe wag, and why it wa» 
BCce&ry the (hould be concealed ; but to do fe 
without MtiCarwell'speniuSon, the thought if not 
imprudAt, unwarrantable. Before the poll went 
out Ihe wrote a few words to Mrt.HeOum, to infornt 
her of her having changed her abode, and to dcfir« 
tiwt flie might fee her on her return. 
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OHE flept comfortably m her new s 
*J and whenflie waked faw hcrfe If nearer regain- 
ing a State of trsnquiility than fome. hours htfmt 
Ox had hoped ever to be. At breaVfaft, the weather 
proving very uainviting. Lady Harriet faid that 
vnleft Mift ConAance had any bufinefs out, or 
wifhed for an airing, they would fpcnd the fore- 
noon at home, and added ; i - We pi^iofe gtMor 
to the play in the ercning ;— Will it be ^reea&Ie tft 
you ?— The propofition for Haying at home wa» 
perfe^ly foj.but that of going to the play Con- 
fiance thought flie Oiould beto blame to acquielce 
in, even were Hie thoroughly known to Mr. Gayn- 
ham and his wife. As matten flood, the couldnot 
^pear in public left fhelbouM be embarrafied^ if 
flie-met any body (he had been acijaaiBted with, 
by hearing herfelf addrelTed t^ her name of Fitzar- 
thur: file therefore eicufed berfelf ; but otoined 
a promife from Lady Harriet and Mr Oaynhim 
that they would not, on her account, forbear go- 
ing. 

When the breakfaft was over, Conftance went 
with heiT Lftdyftup to the nurfery, and they after- 



Wardi iat down together to work, In a room eren 
with the drawing-rooin, but not fronting the ftreei, 
prerioui diredions hiving been i^ren to the fer- 
rints to fliow any body who might come to Lady 
Harriet into the parlour, and then to fetch her.— 
After two hourB fpent in amufing converfacion, Mr. 
Gaynham fent for hia wife, and while (he was gone, ' 
Conftance heard a carriage ftop at the door, and a 
rap diat indicated a vititor. In about ha|f an hour 
Lady Harriet, came into the room with joy in her 
eyes, and out of breath faid,— My brother is ihii 
moment arrived from the country ; — he has pro- 
mlfed to dine with ws, and I widi to introduce him 
to you ; but I would not do it till I knew you would 
not difUke it : if you have no objcdion he (hall 
<orac up,-^Though the fight of flrangera waj 
painful to Conlkince, the could not refufe to ad- 
mit fo near a relation of her amiable bene fa^refs, 
irithout involving her in reiterated difficulty, and flie 
replied that flie (holildbe happy in being known to 
any of her Ladj^lp's family. — You may triift roe, 
(ad Lady Harriet, that I would not bring you ac- 
t^uainted with any improper perfon, and my brother 
might be as improper ai any body ; but I alTuTC 
you, he is one of dti heft young men in the world, 
«hough you will not perhaps think him one of the 
moft agreeable ; for he hai met with mitfortunet, 
thnhave almoft overfet him, and his fjnrit) are (UU 

tctylow. Similatity of fituation, often proves 

* bond of union. Conflancc'i inclination to fee 
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this flranger, wai not (Kminilhed by what his filler 
hkd faid of him, and her ladyfliip weni down 
agun. • 

In a few minutes Lady Harriet returned ; and 
ai Ihe opened the doori Ibe fa'id,— Since you will 
dine with UB, I will {hew you a friend of min^ 
whom- you have never fcen.— Conftance rofc j her 
Ladyfhip entered, and was followed by a gemle- 
man ; but let thofe who can, imagine the Airprize, 
the confufion, and the diftrefs of tim tinhappy 
creature, when fhe {aai Lord CalornCj and heard 
Jjoiy Harriet fay,— Mifs Conftance, thiib my bro- 
ther. Lord Calome-^tTtterly unable to make any 
reply, and yet with difficiilty remunlng filent, the 
Aood aghafl^andmotionlefs : his afloaifhrnent feem- 
cd not iefs than bee's, 1)ut he fooner recovered from itj 
he made a idight bow, faid,-~-I beg your pardon- 
Madam, for interrutning you ;— ^nd ha{lily left the 
rotHn.— ^Lady Harriet, whofp countenance declared 
that what palTed was untntelligi^le to her, followed 
htm, tad Constance heard them go together into 
the adjcnning room. Happily for her, tears came 
to her relief ; fhe quitted her work, and retired to 
her chamber, waiting the event of the difcovery 
which flte could not doubt J.ord Calorne would 
jnake. 

What fhe felt during this iitterval exceeded (xc all 

ker former fufieringi ; for befide the pain of nec^ 

ing one for whom fhe had never been able ^ coB' 

quer her partiality, notvit)iifauding the conriSiDn 

that 



tliat he was unworthy of it, flie wat oppreded by 
the coBlideration .that fhc muQ appear to Lady 
Harriet At an impoftor, and muA cxpeft all the re- 
(entment and obloquy confequettt to fuch a dilco- 
Tcry. It wa« not to be fuppofed that her hitherto kind 
fnend would adhere to her rather than to her bro- 
ther, even if there were no tie bur that ofconfangui- 
mty between them, much lefs probable was it where 
fuch voluntary attachment had been manifefted.— 
£he now heartily repented the concealment Ihe had 
accepted ; for though the name of Fiiurthar 
might have been a bar to a connefKon with any 
one allied to Lord' Calome, and thereby Ihe 
night have been deprived of the pleafurc Ihe had 
enjoyed in Lady Harriet Gaynham's acquaint- 
tance, an immediate rejedKon would have fparcd 
her pre&nt torment, the agonies of her fituatiop be- 
ing fuch as fbe would have thought no relinquilh- 
tnent too great to avoid. 

Indifper^ble clouds now hovered on all fideg of 
her, and an end was put to all the pleafure fbe bad 
promifed herfelf and all hope of peace. Though 
the peribn originally injured, fhc regarded herfelf at 
the aggreflbr, in having difguifed her name. With 
tcl^ieato her, Lord Calotne was the criminal; 
*^ilh refpea to hia fifttr, (he was ; and tlfc confci- 
wufnefs that her intentions were upright, how ill 
an appearance foever they bore, was hardly firong 
enough to pombat the fliame and fear ihatover- 
whdmedher. 

To 
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To cootinue & guefl to the fifier of one from 
wfaom flic receiTed fuch injuriet, even bad Lady 
Harriet*! compalfion fupprefled her rcfentment, was 
impofllble t but it wu not likely that an allcrauive 
would be olKrcd her, fion fhe could not doubt that 
when her Lady/hip knew who- flic, wai, (be wfHild 
be very cafily prevailed on to part with her. A 
gleam of hope now and then darted acrofs her mitult 
that one for whom fa amiable a woro^n entertained 
fo great a regard, and whom fhe had chara^ierned 
as M« *f tie tffiyoMUg men in the -JMrU, could not 
be as culpable at he was reprefented ; but of this, 
all reaf^able probability was precluded, by the 
teffimontes againftluin. Hit conduct, mthrelpeQ 
to herfelf, flie could in many inAancei account for, 
andfoij^vc': fliehad learned by the letters which 
he h«d returned her, that her name had been ufed 
by another ; and when flte c<»i&lered hair it had 
' been uftd, Ihe commended hit flightmg her ; in the 
alliur at Mr. feSaty't^ he had behaVcd, though 
contemptuoufly to her, yet with propriety ; and in 
Ifaort, Ihc could juftify him in every circumftance, 
except his urging her to a private marriage, and hit 
conne^on mth Mift Orcyburnc. 

To whom in ih!t exigence Ihe Ihould fly forpro- 
tefiion, flie knew notv Mrs. Langrivier could not 
receive her, and at Mrs, Hefliam'g flie could not 
think herfclf fafe ; yet thither flie feared Ihe muH 
go ; for though Mr. Gaynham and Lady Harriei 
migh^ team motmt of bunumty, B^nnit bet to 
toy 



ilay ia tbeit houfe tilt fhe could pnidently 4ea«a it, 
ao necelHty, uo danger, could recoacile her to re- 
maning there under fuch hutniliadng circumftaoces, 
and her fjiirit was too great to accept favours where 
flic was not believed in any degree to merit them. 

She had fat a fliort time alone, when Lady Har- 
liet entered m tears, aad neither at them t^uld 
fpeak for fome miiiutes ; at length, CoqlLmce fald, 
I muft leave you, Madam ;— J naonot fiay here ;— 
I am fuTe, after what you muli have beard from 
Lord Calorne, you cannot wifh evet; to fee me 
agan.— her Ladyflilp throwing herfelf od i"he bed, 
and crying, with all imaginable vehemence, laidiT— 
My brother has told me only that you are Mift 
Fitlaithur; why did you conceal who you were ?— 
I did it, replied Conliance, by Mr. Carwell's ad- 
vice, to fliake off fomc difagreeable coanexions.— 
But furely, interrupted Lady Harriet, you could 
not hope to be long concealed: — as foOD as my bro- 
ther faw you, you mull be ditovered. — How could 
I, Conflance aiked, know that Lord Calotne was 
your brother ?— I have hear'd you fpeak of a bro- 
ther; but who he was I was wholly ignorant : and 
I knew my Lord bad a {lller, but do not recollefl 
that I erer hear'd what her name was : our meeting 
therefore was accidental, and though of all men 
living I would moll 'carefully have fliuniied Lord 
Calome, I could not expcft or avoid feeing hini ; 
but I h<^ 1 have feen him for tbc lalt ume. 

TOL. HI. G His 



Hi» fifler BOW liAed up her eye* and looked rathtr 
fiemly at Wfift Fitzarthur, u if angry at this dif- 
refpe^ul expreffion ; then rifmg, flie faid,— It u 
indeed my (ault."-! have been too preci{utite; 
I would not 'for the univerfe have been the meaiu 
of putting him to fiich pain :— it is very true thit 
he did not want this to ccMnpIete the uneafinefi yon 
Tiave given him.— — O ! Mifa Fitzarthur ! turn 
can you escufeyourfelf?-— what have you toaiifwet 
for!— to have treated any body as you have Um 
would have been fcandalous ; but your horiid d^ 
ceit 1j agravated by his merit: — I wifhhchadD^ 

ver Inown you. Whatever uneafinefi, replieil 

Conflance, gathering courage at thcfe undefervoi 
reproachei, I may have occafioned Lord Calorae, 
is only the coiifequeaee of his own condu^ ; Jwd 
he appeared what he really is, he had been eqyally 
kind to himfelf and to mc ; but by affuming a cha- 
racter which did not belong to him, he impofed on 
me to no purpofe. — fwas fo foolifh as la believe U 
was what he pretended, and he has treated me as ' 
my credulity deftrved. 

Lady Harriet, piqued at this aecufation of her 
brother, exclaimed,— How can you endeavour to 
make mc think him ts blame ? — I know how he ha 
been diftreffed, aad I know, though not from him, 
for he never would fay a word againft you, I know 
how'illyou ha« ufedhim J but, Mifs Fitzarthur, 
youarerefponfibleforyouraftions, and I am forry 
' to fay you have much toanfwerfor. — Thank hca- 
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ven, returned Conflaace, of one comfort I have 
never yet been deprived,— that of a peaceful confci- 
ence. — I have erred, God knows I have : but it hu, 
I truft, bcHi more in confequence of following the 
advice of fome limagiced my friends than from my 
own inclination. Lord Calorae'g filence u no favour 
to me ; — he cannot upbraid me with having decnveil 
him ; but I am fo warned againfl him, that not to 
fliun, a» I hare done and will do, the man who 
under the nodon of prorefting virtue betrayed it, 
would be thebeight of iraprudcDcc.— From whati 
.have heard of Mifa Fitzirthur, returned Lady 
Harriet, lodcing (hdfaCtty at her, I am not fur- 
prixed at any calumny flm thinks proper to throw 
on my brother ; but I cannot hear him fo flander- 
ed without giving him an opportunity of vindica- 
ting himfelf: this, if you Cijji confront him he fliall 
do; if you raanai, you will not I hope, think me 
capricious if I rather JuiHfy him than you. Ccr- 
tmnty not,- fud Conitance, but, added ihe, taking 
Lady Harriet's hand, mydearMadam* I own my 
want of fortitude !— I know not how to meet Lord 
Calome: yet this is the confequence offomcthing 
far different from guilt :— yes I will confront him, 
I will fee hira when you pkafe.— Her Ladyfliip 
then quitted the room, and Conftaace employed 
the time of her abfence in endeavours to fortify 
her tnind for this meeting, which on fome account* 
flu rejcaced at, though her reafons to dread it 
pKpondcrated. 

Ga CHAP. 
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A SERVANT was fenttoberin about half 
an hour to defire her ta come down, and file 
went to the parlour, wkere Lord Calorne, Lady 
Harriet, and Mr. Gaynham were waiting for her : 
ConAancc wai fhocked at the vifible chao^ fo fud- 
denly wrought ; but exerted herfelf^ knowing that 
for this ftvere trial her ftock of fortitude would not 
be more than fufficlent. The foiemoity of the (bene 
aided new terrors :-~a filence of a few feconda en- 
fued which Lord Calorne broke by addrcffing him- 
ftlfto'hcr. — My fitter, Madam, faid he, is unhap- 
py while Ihe tfainii I lie under any unjufl imputa- 
tions, and flie urges my vindlcating'myfelf from t 
charge brought againft me by you ; but for the 
' fake of her peace, I fhould, as I would have avoided 
tonurc, have fliunned meeting you : — Ihe haa told 
me that id a converfation refpefling me, joo, 
perhaps unpremeditatedly, faid what you may now 
wi(h ftiould, be forgotten.— So far from it, replied 
Conlbnce, warmly, that I avow it, and am confident 
.} Aid nothing that I cannot fupjion ;— I faid it 
would 
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would luiveleea the height of imprudence in mc had I 
not fbunned your Lcatlfliip, when I found that under 
the pretext of befrieiidms Tinue you bad betrayed 
itv— Mib Fitzardkur, replied Lord Calorne, no- 
thbg from you fhall . ever make me inten^nuely 
angry ; hvf had thit been laid by one whom it were 
not cowardice to punifh I fhould not have anfwered 
him by words :— 4vm what you pleafe to accufe 
«K«^ I will, to the extent of truth, defend my- 
ielf) and only luneot that there is the dillinfHon of 
accufer umI defgadau between two people, who if I 
n^ht judge.of ymirfentime&ti by myown. twelv« 
Bnntbl ago thought their iafeparable union eflentUI 
to their happinefi ^-•No tean, Madam, he conti- ' 
oued, feeing -her eyet glillen, firmnefs becomes the 
part you have chofcn. 1 cannot doubtyoar ability 
Mid wilLingnefs to ex^ain what you have laid, and I 
therefore de&re I may hear how you can fupport an 
alftnion the truth of which I poficively deny. 

At there wa» now no fear that any thing which fo- 
-parated Lord Calorne from Mlfs Fitzarthiir would 
incenfehim againft iheeaufe, Ihe did oothciitate t» 
fupport hercharaAer, and therefore, taking out her 
.j)ocl(^-book, Ihe fought for the letter which Mifa. 
■Creyburue had dropped : heragitatiop was fo great 
chat Ibe could fcarcely cominaDd the sfe of her fin- 
gersj but, havingfound what Ihe- looked for, flic 
gave it to Lord Calorne, who read it, his counte- 
nance ftill remaining uncbaoged, and with a fmile 
of pity andxontempt returned it to her, faying, — 
G 3 And, 
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And pray Madam what do yoa infer from tbu ? for 
I admit that it u of my band-wridn^. — I infer, «i- 
fweied Can fiance, provoked at the expreffion of hii 
luturci, that all your Lord(bipVpretenGons.toTi^ 
tue and moraEty are hypocrtfy. 

Thb doci not prove it, £ud he, eooly ; ihougS 
] conielj the appearance ii ^jninlV me ; bat mniU 
to Qod thb were the only matter of tUlference h^ 
twecn us!— could m^ fufpieioni be a» mSif i» 
moved; but before tfay »y more thbinufl'be ap- 
counted for: — Toe, faid he to Mt. Gayahamaai 
lady Haniet, how onr bc^ aOioBi m^ be tutned 
iiuo accufioioBi agnnft ui. — Thsy both, onlotAing 
at the letter, which Conltuicegavo to diem, feenv> 
cd pecteSly tcqu^tued with the tronfeftioii n 
which it refened ; L«df Ranim ftsiM, *ad Sfo 
Gaynbatn, taking Mifs FitzaTtbur*a faond,^ told her 
Aar, whatever her fufpciont might be, die writing 
that billet refic^d honour on Lord Calornc.— She 
-made no reply, and bis Lordfhip f^d,—In order to 
my oivn vindicatian I am forry to be obli^ to de* 
part from the rule of concealing the futingt of thofe 
to whomweoH-e beneGts, but here, without takioi' 
. OD me fuch a load as would be infupportablc, and 
giving fome, who wifh ma like themfelvei, room to 
exult, I cannot be filent:— from whom, pray Ma- 
dam, had yoJthat letter ? — From a Lady, anfwered 
Conftance, who told me that it wa» to her that it 
was addrelled.— I fee, continued be, tbe conclufion 
■you formed, and though I am imparientto know how 
you 



Co 



A H o T z t. u; 

■u m« with her, I will fatisfy you firfti—th^ 
idy to whom this wa* written, 1 an) grie«d to 
Yj it and hai been for foine yeais inaialained by 
f father i-'-fiie wai diArefled for raouey, and a« 

know her not with ftanding her fituation, to be 
very defervii^ womanr I have often been pre- 
iled on to urge I,ord Ormingtoa's renuiting what 
s wanted. I wM with him in the country at a 
ne, when after re*cral fruitlefs applications, Ihe 
rote from town, in thcc moft, pathetic tcrmi re- 
ooching him with unkindnefs : by the fame poft 
;- font me a T«i)icfl that I would mtcrcede for a. 
;ei3y fuQply>, tiQrd Ormington wat-then laid u|> 
tbthegqut j but^.oitniy entreatinghiia^ he fai4 
U. if Lwould write itihis^ name to her, he would 
rnifli me with a hank bill to enclofe. I gladly ac- 
pt«d the office of relteriDg her diflrcfe, and fitting 
; hi« bed-Jidt; wrote as hs diluted ; but furely 
ifs Greyburnc wouldnevw ufe.this to ipy difad- 
Dtage!— are you fatisfied, Madam ?— By no 
>an£, repUedConftancet ifUisas you reprefencit, 
ly did you lign it with your title ? why not with 
ird OnniDgtoa'a f Lady Harriet and Mr. Gayn- 
m were both going to fpeak when Lord Calorne, 
iking a £gn to them not to anfwer, faid, — Pray, 
jpofing thii had been figned Ormingtoa, would it 
ve iatisfied you } 1 could then have had no doubt, 
:unwd Conftance, nor would it have been brought 

prove what 1 wot told.— A moment's refle<5ion, 

Dtiaued he, will coDTince you that it is ligned ai 

G 4 my 
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fjthfT would hare Egned it; if jou remember, wBeD 
I firft became acqafunted with you, at Marltonbuty, 
I borcoolytht name of my family ; ttwatbetwcca 
that time and the death of my grand-fatfier t£at 
tliii was writien ; by confequenCe tfierefbre my 
father was then what I am now. 

An eleflrical dock could dot have had a greater 
effeft on Conflance than this conviction } il wu 
Tndeed so electrical fhock to her mind ; not darit^ 
to tniA herfclf, and fearfurieft her judgment might 
be impofed on, Ihe fltuggled to conceal that fhe w>* 
fatis^di buttheattempttoi^pearfurpiaot»£uIed^ 
and Ihe remained Glent and confounded, fccretljr 
blaming her want of fagttcky wluch had preveiMvd 
her feeing this matter as it reaHy was. Had fhe 
followed tBe prefent impulfe, fhe had unplored 
Lord Calome'f pardon, and acknowledged fhe 
had, notwithftandiog all her caution, too baflily 
condemned him ; the faw the chief ob(tacle to her 
thinking well of him removed, ffie could not hut 
imagine he had it in his power to exculpate or ex- 
cufe every other circumftance that had-given her 
offence, and (he now reproached" herfelf as having 
been the occafion ofallffichad undergone, and 
with throwing^ away the happinefs that had been of^ 
fered her ; yet there were other articles of accufadon 
to be produced, and Ihe determined that Ihe would 
not, by too readily acquiefciiig, rifque being again 
deceived;. 

Lorf 
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. l.ord Calorae, nbo had alter banog fpokeo, 
raraed viray from her, haw deliccd to know how 
flie had procured thi« intelligence, and fhe related 
to him the particulars of Mifa Greyburne'» vifit, 
and what flie had learned firom her ; all was very 
cafiljr accounted for by carrying in her mind tb» 
idea that it referred to the grefent Lord Orming- 
ton ; but ZiOcd Cabme profefTed himfelf wholly at. 
s- loft torecoocile the pan Mifg Greybume had 
aded with what he knew of her; he faid he fuf- 
'pe£ted fhe waa drawn into fome fcheme, and that 
be wouM find out whu it wai. Alter a (hort con- 
fultatton between htm, hiififler, and. Mr. Gayn-- 
ham, the; refolTed thnt s nxISige fbould be fent, 
in Lady Harriet's name, to Mif* Gr<ybucne, de- 
firing to fee her immediately : a fcrvant wa« dif- 
patched; and ConAance, to get rid of. the £cftnunt 
flic wai undet, would have gone out of the room, 
bad not Mr. Gaynhara Hopped her faying, — Do 
not go, A£& J^Itsarifaur,. tUl you have heard when 
Mifa G/eyburne will come ; perhapi Hie may be 
here prefently,. for fiie lives near, and is feldom. 
engaged^ and, aftecthe paim Lord Caloroe has ta^ 
ken to f:oavince you, 1 would not have his.excul-' 
pation deUyed^ pinute longer than is Deceflary.— 
I knojv. not what /t is, f^ his Lorddiip, that, 
urges me -to.the invelligadon of . this bufinefs ; in 
other afl^rs I have refied Satisfied with an innate 
appr«t>atjc^ atid I fee no eodthat this eieition can 
fc»e ;— if ihave loft fo much credit at to be" fufi 
G s pcAed| 
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itefted, what ii left me ii hardly worth pre- 
ferring. 

Sorrow for her error and Itrong aSeQiaa tor bnn 
whom it had injured, now overcame all refent' 
inent ; Ihe could hare given Lord Calome crofit 
for unfullted honour, and would agmr baTc 
pledged every thing de4r to her for hb baring be- 
haved, on all occafiont, with integrity and propii- 
ety; in this moment fhe felt afraid of him ; file wat 
■wed by the dillance at which he had caft off ca- 
lumny, and with fuppticating iooki fhe rufad her 
eyes towards him, and met his ; the had taken him 
off hu guard, and his countenance belpdce^ender- 
nefi and [nty ; but tnflantly affuming a repetUng fe- 
verityr he went from her, and ^nverled trith hit 
fi&r, feemingly uninterefiedin what paSed. 

Mr. Gaynham now repeated his hope that fhe 
wat fatisfied, and flie, refolving that overtum of 
reconciliation Ihould not utKucouraged he made 
wholly 1^ her, replied that in this initancc fhe had 
certainly beta deceived ; but that there were other 
circumftances— — and here ftie hefitated. — Thefe 
words caught Lord Calorne'i attention ; be quit- 
' ted hia filler, and ftood before Cwkibwe, as if 
WMtingfor what fliefhouid fay; allwerefilent* tiU 
hefaid to her, — Either,. Mifi ntiarthar, yeuhave 
ihdulirioufiy fought for reafoni to julKfy your own 
condufl by accufing mine, or fome one hat takes 
great paint to mifreprefcnt me ; tint it probably die 
kft 



Ml time wefiiall IuiTGanyintcrc(Htfre,u)dI-dtfire 
that I maj hear all jou huve piclwd. wp ; 59U may 
perbaps regtiit your bnngundee«ved,forI knownot 
of what nutcrul yam bean u fbiined ;' but if you 
think ono for whom you iiave jhewn fo much con- 
tempt wtmh another moiiKiit'i con fide nvioti,^-yoiir 
itK-onfiftency, he cwttiauod, aftoran dbnipt jiauTe, 
obferriog the tear* ftart in heieyi, U always toBfiq- 
Dilhmej whitcyourcouatuuncccxprefleifenfibili- 
ty, you'sAu Udead tocTeryfenfe j but tuHflon 
knowing-wbat rcmaiiu. An anfwer to one quefliori, 
Ibe replied, pale and trenbling, will cout^igce me r 
yet what right have I to be latUfied. 
. That, laidI>onl Caktrne, we will notdifput*;: 
whether ya» have any or mmcv you (hall have aU^ 
the latitfii^n X can give you, and I- ^It readily: 
anfwerasy uwervogatoriet. Who. then, Ihe alked» 
WW ibe Lady yott vifited in l^ill-Mall when I was 
at Mn. Starenell'i ? Lady Harriet and Mr. 
Oaynhamwwe again going to fifeak, when: agaio 
fiopping them, he faid ;. Pray Modan^ tell me^ 
what have you heard of that Lady? &r it 11 truq 
I did vifit hef, and do ilill; but not in Pall MalU 
I own, rqoioed Conflaace, I heard nothing more 
than vague conjeAure,. yet on inquiiy I wat fbrce4, 
to believe that this was Mi& Gnybume ; I Taw: 
your LordOupone eveuic^ goto hft houfc,^ and 
faw the reception you met with ; I wai told hef 
name was not Graham, though Ibmetbing likr it ; 
G6 that 
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tkat it WM f«id ber huflund wu ia A* ctMatr^^ 
which was not ciedhed ; that it was rather, from* 
vuious circunftaitcet, tkoagiht that a ^ntleinaik 
who Ttfited her fuj^itedher, and you were pointed 
out to me at that geotlemair r—l beliere, atifwercd= 
Lord Calome, turaing from her wHh fach a fmile- 
U iadicated his teing ablc'to refoKethia, My fifter- 
can beft infbmi you who the Lady wu, and I re- 
fer you to her. I am Tarry, faid Lady Harrietr 
that I fhmild have bcen-.tbe caufe of drawins Yufpi- 
cion on one fo fuperior to k ; it was me whom my 
brother vificed in PaA-MaU, and jrou fliall know the 
particulars. I had nwrried claDdeUnely, and the 
ftar of my bthev** anger made conccdmenMKcef- 
lary: Mr. Gayftham tho-efen tooK me to the con- 
tinent^ butf finding I was une^y at my abfenc^ 
from EnglaBd, he came over with me, and as my 
father was then, as he remains, unreconciled to ua, 
we thot^ht it prudent oR-lhat account, andbecaufe- 
our fortuDe was not wbat it ii n»w, to Kve with 
all poffible privacy. Mr. Gaynham was obliged 
to go into the country, and fixed mc in a ready 
futniflied houfe in Palt-Msll, where my brother 
fu^srttd me, it is true, for nothing but his Itind- 
acfs in Tifiiii^ me often could have carried me 
through what I rufTered ; but I little thought he 
wouIdeveEhavcbeencaUedon tojultify his kJod- 
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CONSTANCE'S fimadtm was now intole- 
nhlj humilniting ; Ihe confidcred heiTclf as att 
accufer whof« charge had' ncDiIed od berfel^ and* 
and tisTiDg^ fiuled in theft inftancn, flie did not 
dare mention any other doubt; fhe faw Lord Ca^ 
tome rife fupcrior to every calumny, and Bie wac 
induced to- ho^ that the repon <^ his intendtd 
marriage with Mift Ecklow was either accidentally 
erroneous, or that fonie purpofe was to ^ fer»«i 
by it ibr which it was raifed. But what was Imt 
own mifeiy if he was really as innocent of tlw m of 
any connei&m wirii Mifs Groyburne ! That he 
fbould have lighted her, that be Ibould even haTB 
thought of chufing finne other woman, after th<! re- 
ceipt of the three forged letters, was fo &f &am 
being rither wonderful or criminal, thtd it wat 
what might have been eipededlVomanun tff hck> 
nour and undcrftandtng, and in itfelf highly lautUi. 
Ue ; fhe therefore, in acquitting hlin, condenned 
herfelf; and feeling it impcdSMe tofupportftlf re- 
proacht flame, regcet, «ad the pRleiwe ^ Lojrd 
Caloni^ 
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Calorne, Ihe rofc, and begged to be pernutted to 
Icarc the houfe. 

Mr. Gaynham replied that Ihe fliould not be de- 
tained againft her will ; but that as he had accepted 
the protedion of her, be muft be iatisfied that in 
qutttmg his houfe (he did not expole herfclf to any 
- UKonvenience. Do not defert her, faid Lord Ca- 
lorne, I bear her no refentment, ihe is in a friead- 
lef* flate, and it it rety unfit fte fiiould be left to 
druggie wtththc w»ld; forget thatfhe ii Mi{s Fit^ 
xarthur ; only do not let me fee her, and I SiatI' 
WMUncnd any kindnef* you can (hew her. She burlh- 
into tears at exprcffioni of fuch charity and gene- 
]»flty» and drop^g into the chair (be bad rKen 
from, covered bcr face wkh her hand, and cried 
iHtterly.— It it too much a be borne, (aid hii Lord- 
fidp taking up hii hat [eithei nay love for her or my 
veafon rhiA giie way ; I cannot (ee her fo agitated* 
and remun nnmored. I heartily fbrgiTe her { but. 
I cui never meet her ^ain. 

Canitunce would now haye Odd (bmelJIiing by way 
tt juAificatioa of her conduA, but her tears, which 
couU no longer be reftroiaed, {uVTcnted her, and 
flie lofe to leave the loom, when Mr. Gaynbam 
flopped hen Perhap*, ^d he, — but you agltate- 
L«dy Haniet— Win you come with me- into the li- 
fccary? 

. Shrfidkwsdhin)^ andthere,^ having tnade her fif 
down, he fud, I fuppofo you haow th^t Mr. Car- 
wett mcatkued you to mc as a peEfon-whofe mi«ibn 
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t«M» demakdwi affifbuiee, and whofe 6maiien re* 
quived pnte^HoB-: what he told me of you, tnalui 
me Tery unwilling to believe that you are Mif* Fitz- 
arthurj butih»tbm)gf(»^:e(f onmyannd, Icanoaly 
regret that you have deprived metrf the pleafure of 
beitig uleful to you, and of that we cxpcded in your 
■c<)tMintuice ; yef my regard for my firicttd Car- 
wnll, and my duty at a man, will notlvflBr mc ta 
abandon you; a«yoacan)Uit ftayher^ I can offer 
you little ; but any fpcciei or degie* of »<l that 
you may want towardi ffcttUng yourfelf fecuie fnnt 
the tnany dangeri that awui luch a young womaB* 
you may ComtwUid' from me. Saact die (tifcoreiyr 
that Lord Calome'i eoming hcte haa -tnatle, I awi 
Ararcely judge what I am so beUexe,-. and my ol^ 
may beoffiaous, tw you poSbly hare ftienda in all 
vayt better able to ferre you. 

In brc^n aiticubiwDt fflw thanked bin foi hia 
kindoefg, and faid file bad jio friends near hn^ Xt 
ii no kindneft to you, he r^Ued, it ii commott 
bumanity ; you ma&nat be irretrievably loft for 
v^antofcare. Coutdl, hecontLaucd, Ivoking fled- 
faflly at her, oUiteratethc cmraofyouccoBdu^^ 
no One in the world woulj taare riadily, man «•• 
gertyafiAyon; aprepo0cffioBtnyciii;fiwourwhia 
.Ifirfiheapd ofyou^.ttvnri&'i growing attachmenl 
to you, yourown ap pa reat meiit and eadowraeBU ; ' 
were tH Itimulatirtti witb me toprote^ ^ni>^ 
moluos you * membes aS my family ; for your 
■ • J ....... .&k% 
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fake I hope you 'have a kaIe<4yo\it deriai^sim 
and that yoQ will endesrour to recover the path 
you have forfakea*- 

Sbe now could not forbear alkii^ herfelf whM 
wai the enoTUMui crime fbe had been ^Ity of ; her 
WMifcience acquitted her, lite knew indeed that fome 
paitkalar eccuTTence*T with re^cA po Lord Cft- 
knuc wore an uoinwiiaUt afpcA ; but flic had iu>t 
yet heaidherf^ charged, with a fault thai deferred 
die fererity with which (he wai treated ; and. Lady 
Harriethavingraldherihat her brother bad never 
Aid any thing agunll. her,, h k^ improbable that 
(be or Mr^ G^nfaam. knew «£ the letters^ She 
dierrfbre futnmened her fbrtttude^ ao&. replied diat 
file began to imagine, be> WM dtcdred in his o[Hnion 
•f ber ;- dutt though flw had intended no vindi- 
cation of herfelf, fbe was obliged to redify. millakM, 
and that fhe begged' to know what k wm that fo 
loudly cdled for cenfurc^ Mr. Gaynham, &xntd 
back, faid) hit po4Ueyo)i canwilh. me to tell 
you i- Aft yovr own hesit, MkA Htzanhur i I need 
not accufe you.— vUy own' beait, Ibc aofwered, ac- 
quitameot greater erronthanthofe.which we are 
fabjefied to by human fiiailrp.— ^Thia, tndocdt faid 
Mr. Oaynkan, fmilin^«xpreffi*]ely, U. an error of 
human frmiity, yet it:imgbt'teVB bmo aTddedhad 
your principles been goodt^— t^ I nannot'undcrlUnd 
ydlui meanings rotunKd^ODBfiancev: I' infill on 
bearing espliptly.wbatit is.i^Areyou JMifs fltz< 
snhur ? he alked. CortaiiJy, flie replied. And 
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do yon not know the Earl of Farnford ? rejoined 
Mr. Gaynbam. Yes, antVered fhe, and mod fin- 
cerely wiih I had never known htm. I am glad 
you do, laid he; I ai Gncn^y with it ; if yon had 
»e»er known him. Lord ' Calcine and my wife 
nughl have been lefi unhappy ; bift how* could you 
at the fame time Sxvow him, to the ruin of your 
churader, and prefeire tht appeafance* of every 
thing amiable to Lord Calomc f it waa fortunate in- 
deed that your attachment to Lord Farnford was fo 
(bon found out, though it hai entirely- ruined my 
brother's peace. My attacbibent to Lord Famferif, 
the repeated, reddening «t the fuppofition l* who 
dam to &y I wai ever attached to hitn ? i£ there !» 
in thccreatioD any thing that- 1 deteft and abhor-, it 
b hiiD ; who can bare aflerted . fucH a falfity f 
Why, may I credit my fenfes ? fad Mr. Gaynham; 
did you not leave London with him ^ did you not 
go to Farnfoid-pof k with him ? and i£d not he aiid 
you retire together to an obfcure houfe in the 
ndghbourhood till you were obliged to return 
home ? perhaps you may n«v> lUflike his lordlhip, 
but I think you did not then ; at leaft if my autho- 
rity is at all to be depended on; and, to deal inge- 
nuoufly with you, I will give up my author, whd 
is Mr, Metward, Lord Orraington's ehaphin. 

And fo, replied Conflance, fighing, our fevereft 

misfortunes are to be imputed to us a* cnmes, and 

punifhed as fucb. Mr Metward ii, I on-n a very 

capable witnefs, fori to his eternal fcandal be it 

"" fpokeik 



(pdken, he wu ptefeat great p*tt of ihe time I 
ipent with I»rd Farabrd, It was agwnft the con- 
Ti^on of ny own judgment, and in dire A oppofi- 
tion to my inclination) that 1 accepted the offer of 
travelling with Lord Farnford and hii fiftera ; and 
I would not have gone with them had not my aunt, 
nnth whom I then w«i, advi&d it. What 1 heard e4 
Lord Calotnc drore me from: London, for—— her* 
Ihe hcfitated ; but prefently recovering, (he~-conli- 
nucd ^ Sir, your kindneft to toe ettcaurage* me to 
lay open my heart ta you ; all neceSty of conceit 
mentis OTCT; IcoDfidermyfclf aa a-perfon about to 
qiut the world, and care not who knows my vttk- 
ueSsa, prorided morsiitaa' 2 havo cwnnuttBd «iv 
not laid to my charge. Lord Galerne thought fit u 
diftinguifii me by particular regard, and, I' own b> 
you, hii aSefHoD was fiucerely returned ; I believed 
him endowed mth every qu^tythrtwaaefiiaaabb, 
and thia lud- the foundatitm of an attachment to 
him, fo united wirfi my veiy b«dng, that wore ht 
ittliis moment w kilV me at his feet, my laft 
breath fluuld expire in prayers&r him. Judge then 
jirhether I could ftay where I was cootinually liable 
tomeethim, wheal was affured hehad impofedon 
mfi, that he was as muchalibertine as thofe who mad« 
open profcflion gf it, and, which I have not yet 
yentured to mention, that, at the time when he 
"had obtwned my father's approbatioB, he was ne. 
gotbting a marriage with Jfift Ecklow. Rere flw 
paufed, rtofse what effcfltjus produced on her au-. 
ditot i 
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Star i he ibaok hii head, &id notbing, mA Ihc 
proceeded ; To a/rmd feeing Lord Ctlocnc, md 
lerioullj fearing my want of fleaifineA to K£k widi 
propriety where my affe^ou were fo deeply W 
toreftcd, I quitted Londcn under Lord Fanfbrd'i 
prolpftioD, who pronil&d to conddfime fafdy iq 
Mft ffto abuiy ; he broke Ui word, and made ofe 
o£ an artifice firil m dcmr me ta Pamfovd-park^ 
and then to deniu ine at die boufe of ooc wbem 
(ic had nude iniamovfly fubfnrient toUiin, where, 
bad it not been forthe ititarpofirinn ofPrOTi^nct^ 
I had been fi»rced by him and Mr. Metward to 
many htm. Since that time I hzve been neceffita- 
tedto lee him occafionally, aiittm the con£tiiin 
on which he promifed me jeace and fecurity ; but 
I have been alwayi in dread of him, and it wai, 
at Mr. Carwell can tell yoo, to avoid Mm that 
I confented to .fappfl* my name rf Fitianhur. 

She perceived Mr. Gaynhara's attention wa> 
fixed, and hit countenance befpoke pleafure in 
hearing her vindicate herfelf.— I do not afk you, 
faid flie, to rely on my aflertions. I beliere I can 
' pn>»e thii beyond doubt ; and now. Sir, judge 
whether I am moft criminal or unfortunate.— 
She i^ain burft into lean. Mr. Oaynham encou- 
raged her by faying he could not befitate to bet 
lieve her, that ftie mull not go from thff houfe, 
for aU might yet be well, and that Lady Harriw 
Ihould hear her cxcuipationt 

Tehy 
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They then returned to the parTwir, wftere 
Ihey fbuiia her ladyfhip not at ail recovered from 
her grief. Come, faid Mr. GajBhun to her, do 
mtx be fo'inunodefately forrowful ; I hope I bring 
you a little confolMioK ; if Mifs Fittanhur will re- 
peat to yoawhat Ihehatjuftnow toli Ac, I bcltere 
foar opiBioaof her will be much changed.— —— 
At theft wordi 0k rnfedher head, and anfwercd 
that Ihefliould be Tcry glad to hear any thing f^af 
WKild mead her o|»ition; but her brother fat fikat, 
m if ignonntt of wlnt ifad patttd. 



CHAP. XVUI. 
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ALL thou^ti of CoDlUoce's :ieaving the 
houfe were Iboo laid afidc; but Ihe was dif- 
s^pCHDted when fhe faw that a nrcumftaatial ac- 
count ofwbat had happened between -her leavii;^ 
Mra. Stavenell*! and reaching Marftonbury 
wrought a very fmill change in Lord Calonie'i 
countenance ; the only acfwer he made was that ht 
lejoked^ for her fake) ia her being able to ezcul- 
pue 

u,.,-,zf-,Gooiilc 
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:patc hcrfelf in tbh inflance, and that he acknow- 
ledged fhe had not put k execution the revenge 
with which flic had menaced him. 

Lady Harriet caught at thefewordt, and teemed 
relapfing into deje^ion, till ConOance, who wa» 
now rcfolyed to leave nothing unaccounted for, faid, 
I know very well what Lord Calornc mean*. If 
you do, replied hig Jordlhip, and account u fatis- 
fadorily for that, I will wave eyeiy thing elle : for 
1 can pretend indificrence no longer j' if you hate 
« all erred, lam fure your repentance is'fincere ; — 
you cannot hare been guilty of any thing for which 
the fufferingB 1 haie been witneft to were not-a full 
atonement.— She could only anfwer him wiih tear*; 
but, aifooaas&c rcgunedtbepaweroffpeech, file 
told him fhe beUeved flie could recpliea all thofc 
unfortunate circumflances and.'litua^ons which had 
rendered her fufpe£ted, and tj^flK'^u perfuaded, 
when hi« I6rdflup heard her, be would acquit hfr 
intentions. . , , 

A fliadow of innocence, fatd he, fhalt bts extend^ 
to «ptt)of<rf it; fave.methe tafk ofiwcvfing, ai)d 
in a few words tell me I have been; itnpu&d os.^- 
Indeed you have been moH wickedly impofed on, Q^ 
leptied, taking outthe three lettefi which had been 
returned ai her'e, and giving them to Lady Harrier, 
- who read them, and fiicwed them to Mr. Gaynhom ; 
theyexcitsd'luaniirth, aod to render Mift Fttxar* 
thur*s having Itheni in her polleffiou intelligible, 
Ii«rd Calorne gave this account of them. That 
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they were at different timei fent to hitn ; that fu^ 
prized and confounded atthe receipt of the firft, his 
inziety to find it, u he fuppofed, atiick, led him 
to be at the pbce to which it thre^ed him, 
and ■■——'■■ Here he paufed, and Conftance, who 
law fnun what hii unwillingDelE to go «1 proceeded, 
fupplud the imperfection by fayii^,— And you 
founc^me there, ray Lord; but it was accidentally ; 
•^lAdy Emma Perytonandl had been a walldnf 
there ; Ox had jull quitted me to call on a Lady 
in Clarget-dreet, and I promifed to w^t (ai her.— 
1 went, refunted Lord Calorne, and found Hifi 
Fitianhur walking with only a fetrantj— diat I 
BUgfat gntify my curic^ty without encouraging her, 
I took Metward with me, thiaking him then n^ 
friend, but I ^ B«t meal to him the bufinelt I 
went «a.— Whea «c w«e near her, I (%w Lady 
' Emma g«Bg out at Lord Bath'* gate, and I thought 
the pnnBifc cmttained in the billet, as for aa the 
lime would adnut, fulfilled ;— 4ew words paflcd be- 
tween ui, for I wai too much hurt by this proof 
to rcmuB long with ber ] fbe £ud ibe wuted for 
Xady Emma Perytoiir sBdl, at emphatically as I 
could, anfwered, that I wAi forry to fee her tbere."- 
I left her, and walked at a diftance, ftill obfeirtng 
Iker;— Lady Emma returned; and I bid adieu to 
Itfift Fitzarthnr and all hc^iet of hapjnnefi togetbcr- 
' tlie dxy after tKi, I reeved the fecond letter ; . I 
■confidered her thai at irredumably abandoned. 
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and I deiennined to take no notice of the fummong, 
till refle£iingoii the miifonune of her good father 
and family, in havia^ one (o criminally imprudent 
allied to them, ^and hoping, aa her ezceffive kind- 
aeCa indicated my harin^ fome afcendency over her, 
that welt-timed reproof nught fave her, I prevdled 
on myfelf to meet her, and in the feverelt terms to 
reproach her.— I had not been a quarter of an hour - 
an the walk, before J {aw Mifs Fitzarthur condng, 
vntb no other company than her fervant : a«{he »p- 
^roiched me, all that 1 bad a finr days before believed 
_of her rofe to my remembrance, and I moft lincerely 
lamented tlu* alarming depravity, of which I was 
ailonifiied that I had till then never difcoveied any 
fymptom.— I began to fpemk to her ; ^it, 1 fupp^e, 
in fuch a nanaer aa, Ihe being ignorant of n^ d«- 
Mga in coming ihercr mu£: have made her ihinfc 
lae crazy.— I remember I tcdd her ibe'wM in a dan- 
gerous place, andfternly bidher quitit; flie, widi 
.wbati tboug1it(i^A(/furprizetnbBr countenance, 
tat^uired whet I meant ; 1 repeated what I lad 1^, 
- aod n>ld her ihe mv& go h«me immediatety ; fte 
looked terrified, aiked what danger tbKateaed Iter, 
and offered no fend her man back for a c«Md), if I 
■ - vitttldfiay vjilb htr till hit retura t -thil I COnfidcFcd 
as a proof K^'eiery thing I had been taUght by ike 
letters ; I abrupt^ a|uitted her, and, turning 
a«wy, wsiehcd lier tiU Ac wool out Bt GEofvenor- 
gate.— I tb«Q receiyad die hift fcillet, «p.br«di*g 
me "wiib cruelty, aadioon. »&er heanl Mib .ftos- 
atrfaut 
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thur was at Lord Farnford'i houfe la tbt coun- 
try-^— I could not think of any &rther intercourfe 
with fo vc;yltind a lady, and whole a&£tioDB were 
fo eafiiy trantfcrable, and fome cireumftances oc- 
curring, ather return to town, which I could not 
fatiifa^rily conflrue, I wilhed her to know my fen- 
limeatt, and therefore wrote to her defiring her to 
give up mylettera ; at the feme' time I rcftored 
thcfc three, which were all I ^ver receiTcd from 
her. 

It was very eafy to prove thU a forgery, aiMl not 
a doubt being entertained of Lady Emma. Pcryton't 
claim to the merit of it, Lord Catome owned Con- 
ftanCe fully acquitted. He feemed to have oo other 
CMC than that of rcmoring the veftiges of forrow 
from her countenance, when Mifs Greyburne was 
announced ; an interruption which he would wil- 
lingly have difpenfed with ; but flic wai conic, and 
anift bemdmitted. 

Wlien ftie enrered the room, and faw Mifs Fitt- 
aidiur, ftieftarted, and would hare retreated, bad 
not Lady Harriet brought her forward : Ok was 
dcfit«d to fit down, and Lord Calome, holding 
Conft«nce'» bmd, afted Mi& Greyburneif flw tad 
, ever before feen that Lady, to wUch flie replied 
fcintfy in the affirmative ; he then aiked her where 
?ipd on what occafion.— That, my Lord, faid flx, 
yon know, I am fure, as well as I do j— yet I am 
»ot fo much to blame as 1 appiar.— I fuppofc, he 
tejdied, that you »&ed uadei tlte influence of » 
fupciiot 
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SipctioT' paver; — all the reparadon I expcA b 
your confefliDg the talfliood of the ftory you wcre^ 
1 will believe, tmpl»yed to propagate. The ftorjv 
r^ioedMils Greybunie, U true, andof:X/ord Ca- 
loroe, though not of you : it related wholly to 
your father. Will you then, faid his lordfliip, fn 
far oblige me, as to tell me at whole ioftig;ation, and 
for what purpofc it was To ingenioufly told i 

You {ball know, (he anfwered, how I waa 
draWQ into this mfaniout bufinefa. One mornbg 
laA fprlng, Mr. Metward came to me and lold me 
lay Lord was engaged in a matter in which I 
ihould be wanted ; 1 fud I was ready cu ferve him, 
and learned that Lord Ormington was embarra&d 
by a propolat which Mr. Ecklow had made him, 
to bring about a marriage between your tordihip 
and his daughter. I then, for the firl^ time, heard 
of your attachment to Mifs Fitzarthur, and that 
Lord Ormington had fo far authorized it, as to 
make it difficult to recede with any prcfcrvaqon o£ 
his honour ; tliat it was abfolutely needful that the 
match fhould be broken oS, it being confidently 
rumoured that Sir Edward's fortune wasruitted; 
and that you mufi have Mifs Ecklow, becaufe her 
■father had offered, if the marriage was effe&ed, to 
give up a debt due from Lord Ormington. Mr. 
Metward told me he knew nothing would prevail 
on youtoquit Mifs Ftteanhur j but, if we could 
contrive to fet you at variance, it would render you 
fo defperaie, tbaC you might be wrought on to marry 

YOi-rii. H Mifs 
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Mift Ecklow 1 the oaly way of doing this, he bii, 
_-w> to rqirefcDt your lordihip to Mils Fltzarthur 
in fuch a light at would cbfguft her ; and, (rom 
Ac charafler you had given of her to your father, 
and h'erreje£tionof LordTarnfbrd, it wai evidet^ 
that whatever accufed you of immorality and pro- 
^igacy would an&rer the purpofe ; he concluded 
liy faying, that I was the only perfon that could do 
it, and that he was commiilioDcd hy Lard Ormiug- 
ton ■toidefire mc to undertake it. — I \ras not yet lofi 
4a the fenfe «f n^at was tight ; 1 fhuddered at the 
propofal, and tcfufcd the oilice. Mc> Metward left 
me, and fooa after Jiiy Lord fent for roe, and told 
me he had. heard -of ray obfUnacy, and infifled on 
jny compliance. I was firm in denying my affift- 
ance, till he threatned to turn me and his children 
into the flrcet. I then yielded, andi>ecame an un- 
williAg accomplice; but had I focefeen what waa 
the confequence of it, had I fulpofied that Mr. 
Metwardwasfo ferve anothercaufc bcfidc this, I 
would fiill have retired. When the method to ix 
purfued was agreed on, I went to Mifs Fitzarthur, 
sind, that i nnght have as tittle falfhood as polTible to 
■anfwerfot, I contrived toeffedl my purpofe by mi(^ 
leading her; — I perceived her'confidcnce in you, 
after every fliock returned, and the certunty that 
poCtivc ruin awaited my failiilg in my commiffion, 
forced me to produce a letter, which unfortunately 
your genetofityhad tempted you to write yourfelf, 
though it was really from liOrd Ormington. I 
avaite 
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Byailcd myfelf of her not rcooHefling thati at the 
rime of writing it, the titfc of Ear! had not defccnded 
to your father, and I bafely impofed on her ;— I 
fear I left this letter with her, for I have never fince 
found it. — After you had pofitively refufed to fee 
Mifs Ecklow, and declared that no coafideration 
fbould prevtdl on you to relinquiih this Lady, 
Lord OfrningtOD apprehended yoar marrying her 
priirately to put it out of your power to obey him, 
and i was ordered to inform her that you were en- 
gaged to IMifg Ecklow ; 1 did fo, and in a few days 
heard that Mifs Fitzarthur was returned into the 
country. 

* It i« not till within a month that I learnt that ' 
while Mr. Metward was ferring Lord Ormtngtoo, 
he was employed by I-ord Famford ; I by accident 
heard of her detention in her journey toMarftonbuiy, 
aad, confidertng myfelf as Che occafion of it, I have 
not bad a moment's peacCi I hare been revolving in 
my mind whether I ftiould tell your lordfliip; but I 
(vaB deterred by ihe fear that, ai it was not to be ex- 
pected you could fupptefs your refentment, Lord 
Ormingtou would revenge himfe If ! had I, however, 
known where to lind Mifs Fitzaithur, I fhould, at 
all eTenta, have communicated to her what, from 
the ftrong partiality (he manifefted for you, I was 
fure it would give her pleafure to hear.' 
- When Mifs Greyburnc ceafed, Cbnftance re- . 
flared to her the letter (he had dropped ; and with 
Hi the 
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the forgiTCTicft and pity, eren oFthafe flie had moll 
injured, flie ma fuffered to depart. As (bon as (he 
wa( gone. Lord Calomefentto his faiher'adefiring 
to fee Mr. Metward ; but his fufpicions had been 
Toufed by the meflage to Mifs Greyburne, and he 
was not to he found. 

Lord Calorne dined at Mr. Gaynham's, and 
Conftance haTinf hinted that much of the credit 
IbK had given to Bflfs Oreyburne was the confe- 
quence of his clandefline overture and that it wai 
firengthened by the reports of his intended mar- 
riage with Mi& EcVlow, he exculpated himfelf by 
telling her that he had arged her to a private wed- 
ding, becaufc he had then learned from his father 
' that Sir Edward's fortune was funk, and with the 
iaformition had received a command to addrefs Mifs 
■ Ecklow in her ftead ; that knowing Conflancc's 
generous difintere(>ednefB, and undcrftanding that 
the ftate of her father's affairs was a fecrct to her, 
he feared (he might refufe him as (he had lofl: her 
' fortune, and hoped, to fecure her and rid himfelf 
of importunity, if he prevailed on her ; that this em- 
'barra(rment It was w hlch had dejefted him, and that 
in their angry parting, when they had fo miftaken 
«ach other's meaning, he had imagined (lie was of- 
fended at his concealing what related to Mifs Eck- 
low, when it wai of Mifs Greyburne that flie 
^oke. 

All fufpicion of his lordfhip being thu» done 

awav. andContlance having explained the affidr at 

Mr, 
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Mr. Aiftrey's, ercufed herparting with the pifture^ 
and her being feen with Captain Beroeil, flie was 
by all.prefent folicited to that which flic had no in- 
clination to refuft, and faw hcrfelf once more the 
chofen wife of him fhe preferred to all the world. 

It grew very late before they paned ; Loid Ca- 
torne eonligned Mifa Fiizarthur to Mr. Gaynhara's 
care, engaged to be with them at nine the next 
morning, and departed, with an injuiii5&Mi fr«n. 
Conftanoe to return her the piifture. 

The hour of reft -wai the firft interval after this. 
unezpei5led meeting, in which fhe could coUeS hcr- 
felf, and a retrofpe^ of the day's events was more 
dian flie could calmly bear ; but, whatever her prc- 
fcnt enjoyment and future hopes, Ihc was not fo 
blinded as to be ignorant of the alloy which her 
pleafures, in common with thofe of all her felliiw- 
creattircB, carried with them. She faw -many eviU. 
impending, fuch as would, when (he was lefs de- 
prelTcd by adverfity, have made hei' fliudder j but 
aow accepting them was relief, and flic was obliged, 
to f^ce them, or ivnouace all the advantages that 
fbftened, them. 

Lord Calome's income confiftcdof a fmalt eflate,. 
his profelSonai pay, and an allowance from hie fa- 
ther i in all he had;f looo a year,; but then hii dc- . 
pendancc on Lord Onrlngton was far more than the 
half of his annual receipts,, and ihe could not Matter 
herfelf that the Earl would;, in her reduced circum* 
flmccs, confeat to hia fon's marrjing her. . The 
H4, con-i 
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confequCDce of" his relcntment would probably be 
withdrawing his voluatary bounty, and thus de- 
priving them of the mean* of happinefs, as, fo flrait- 
eovd, it was Dot polTible to exclude painful anxiety. 
She did DOt wiOi for abundance but for eafe, and fucK 
a fitiudon u woutd exempt J-Mid Calorne from 
more than ordinary cares ; his peace" of mind was 
elTential to ber own, and fhe with grief percnved 
that their union, though it might annihilate one 
fpeciesof fuffcriog, would be -prod uflivc of another, 
from which they could not extricate themfclvcs. 

Yet what was her altematiTc ?— could flic By 
any means difpel this gathering Horm .'—would her 
ftill refufiDg him leflen what (he feared for him ?— 
Cenunly not ; — for, believing him lincere in fay- 
ing, that his happinefi could be founded only in thdr 
marriage, and judging by the vitible cffefl their'fe- 
paratioa had wrought in him, flieinfuredhim pofi~ 
tive evil to efcape that which was coniingenri and 
which though flie could not obviate it, ftie might 
■■ diminifli-by affiduity, and render tolerable by par- 
ticipation. * 

In the conclufion that flie erred leaft on this fide 
Ihe was aware that her inclination fpoke firft j but, 
&s her rcafon did hot controvert her opinion, and 
tbid her that the magnitude of what (he dreaded 
would in a great degree depend on herfelf, (he 
hoped Lord Ormington's conduc2 juftified an a£t of 
difobediencc in fuch a fon, and that what fhe and 
Lord 
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I^rdCalorne had undergoDCwould'enhaoce a mo- 
derate into a Ijberal fliarcof blefling, and be accept 
«d M an excufe for their umcrry^ 



CHAP. XIX. 



^EFOR£ nine o\:Iock tbe nszt nonilng. Lord' 
Calorne came, and Conlfamce, who was ready 
to recNTe bun, ran down to the parlour' ; ~he met'- 
ber at the dooi^ and Die was fltocked by perceiving 
that be looked cpnfiderably worfe tban the pie— ' 
ceding day. After having anfwered his queriet) ihc 
told him, fhc was fure that either fomething unfor- 
tunate had happened, or that he was ill, for that hi» 
coantenance do^lared it. He wrung bee hand, turned- 
from her, and. then, as if recovering from fome fud— 
den emotion, he replied with. a forced fmiIe,.'Xotelt' 
you the truth, I have been a horrid rake, fori have' 
not been in bed al! night ;' what had palTed in the 
day would have kept a perfon in the laft ftage. of a 
- lethargy, awake ; fo I fpared myfelf the trouble of. 
H 4 rijiog 
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lifing this morning.'— This account did not falisfjr 
facr, yet fhe did not chufe to be inqiuSdn, and rc- 
inained filent on the fubjeft. 

' "Hie flyle of hij cooverfation now alarmed her ; 
it was incoherent and melancholy, and die began 
ferioudy to fear all was not right. She wished that 
L,aiy Harriet or Mr. Gaynhain would come down* 
OS they tmght cUfcover more than fhe could, and, 
after a few minutci, her apprehenfioDs encrcaGng, 
Ibe would have Tent to inquiie if either of them ww 
ftin-ing, but Lord Calorne prevented her : fhe then 
repeated hei fufpicion, that he was }I1 or unhappy, 
and euncftly begged that Ihc m^ht fliare fail afflic- 
" tion : he anfwered, that be was almoil out of the 
reach of any worldly calamity as he Ihould think 
noncfuch that did iwt fcparatehim from her. — And 
that, faid (he, you hare furely no caufe to fear.— 
He made so reply ; but appeared ftill more uneafy, 
— ^Lord Calorne, flie continued, I rauft know what 
it is that dillurbs you, or you muA tell me I have no 
intereftia what affe& you; perhaps you are not la- 
tisfied with refpcfl to the doubts you entertained 
yefterday^ only mention what particular you wifli 
to hwre es]dained, and i will, as iar aa I am able, re- 
move your uneafinefs.— I fhould be incredulous in- 
deed, he returned, or unworthy the trouble you have 
taken, if I were not fully latisficd with your con- 
du£l and your vindication ; you dome injuftipe if yon 
can fuppofe me fo unjuft : — but ytm fancy you per- 
ceive fumething ftrange in me ; it i« only yourima- 
^ation ; 

u,:,-,zf--„GoOiilc 
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gihation; doBotthiakof it, andyou 'will fitid you . 
were (niftaken.— -Not flie anfWered, I am lure I am 
not mUtaken ; and I believe I can account lor it my- - 
lelf, fince you are fo refervcd ; indeed . you have 
ceufe to be unhappy j ai d, -if you already feel it fo • 
fenliUy, .what will it be when it ie aggravated; yoti 
are reafonably afraid of Lord Ormington't anger aod 
the effe£t^ of it ; 1 fee and have xumituted on the 
imprudence of our coming together'; .let \i» try if 
we cannot reft contented with our reconcilistioD, or 
wait better times ; for Heaven's fake let u> do no- 
thing to repent of. . Do not talk fo, he interrupted j , 
I'kaow what my father. can do;, he can not totally, 
ruin roe, and 1 will brave aR the -evils cpnlequent- 
on our marriage, if I can ward them off you ; you 
muft not ledze youcfelf with conjeflure. 

At this tnltattt came in one of Mr. Gaynham'* . 
lerrants, who looking round the room, Mift Fitz- 
arthur alkedhiin what he wanted ; he faid he wa« 
fteking his mafler, and Lord Calorue petiafhly bid > 
bimgo and feek himdfewhere. He prcfentlyre-- 
turned, begging pardon for hi* rudenefg, eicuted it: 
by faying he could not find his mailer, aod giving- 
Gonflance aietter deHred her to lei'Mr. Gaynham: 
have it as foon at he came down [ ■. he wai proceed* 
iag to tell her, that bis lar^ip v»/fs net at htm* and 
that thtrifort be had hrought lb* letttr hack, when 
Ilord Calorne ordered him to leave the fsont and : 
InatchedthepaperoutofCondance'shand j butnot: 
^ck enough to prevent her feeing that it ww di-- 
H 5 reaed; 

u,:,-,zf--„GoOiilc 
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TC&eA by him to Lord Farnford. This difcoreiy 
and Lord Caloroe't behaviour on it terrified her es- 
cefTiTely ; it wai eafy to gmft the import of the tet- 
ter, though he had hitherto flifled his refentment 
more cficAually than (he had expeded, and in a mo- 
meot all that occupied his mind, the caufe of the 
melancholy {be had obfcrvedin him, and the whole 
of his intentions were developed. 

He would now hare quitted the room, but fhe 
flood between him and the door, and would not let 
him pat> her. Tell ipe, fiud flie trembling, what 
does that letter to Lord Farnford contain f why do 
you write to him ? Do nor afk me, he replied, you 
fiiall know at fome other time ; it is private bnfinelt. 
I know what it is, faid (he, and you ftiali not leave 
me tin you give it me. Noofenfe ! he rejoined^ 
with a half finile, you muft let me go, MMs Fitz- 
arthur ; you would not make me a prifoner ! I wilt 
come back in a few minutei j only let me aft the 
fervant a tjuelHon. You (ball aft no quelliuns tiU 
you have fatisfied me, (he returned, at the fame time 
locking the door and taking out the key, you are 
mad, and will make me complstely nuferable. An- 
fwer me ; is not that letter a challenge ? Well, in- 
genuoully ifia, (aid his lordfhip. Good God ! ex- 
claimed Con ftince, what creature) are men I How 
far(hoi-t of what yooprofefs, .my Lord, mufl your 
tove for me be ! and bow ungratefully do you re- 
cdve what you yefterday tbought or faid you 
tkbughr 
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tlhsughra bleffing. We have not been twenty four 
hours reftored to each other, and relieved from in- 
tolerable asxiety, and you would nOw quit me, pro- 
ba1:)ly for ever, and leave me eternally wretched ; 
for I am. refponfible for the eonfequencea of this. 
a^ion { hadi known how little command yOU bad 
of youvfelf Lwould rather have remained fufpcfted 
and defpifed than : have vindicated myfelf, , fincc I- 
inuft now bejnvolvedin guilt. The tears guflied- 
from her eyei ; Lord Caloine led hec to her feat, 
and endeavoured temperately to convince her that . 
he could aftno.otherwife. than he did, . and- that flie 
muft be fatislied; h« fi^d that,.- whatever was. the. 
eyent, flic was perfectly inuocenCi that, ifitwai a 
crime, he alone was the criminal, that fhould he. 
furvive he meant not to fly inquiry, and that there 
was no law either of G od ar.man that obliged him . 
to bear fuch injuries without refenting .them ;- that 
were Lord Farnford fuffered to efcape with impu- 
nity, his villainy would be authorized and encou- 
raged, and that he who would not fightfor her wa&> 
a. wretch unworthy her regard. 

How can you fay, Qie replied, «rhen he paufed 
and again infifted on her releaflng him,^ that no law 
of God OF man forbids your, revenging yourfelf? 
is the magnitude of the oflcnce confidered where for . 
^venels is inculcated ?> are we not .exprefly told 
that we are to forgive all offences, however great^. 
or how often feever repeated: and will you dare to.. 
H 6 punilh. 
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punilh what Omnipotence fpares ? OLord Calorne, 
fuch fophiftry' is beneath you ; Ihew a true fpirit of 
Chriftianity and tell Lord Farnfbrd you pardon him: 
in ihit he could not equal you : in refentment he 
may be your fupenor. I cannot, anrwered he ; 
were the injury done to myfcif, or were it of any- 
other fpccies ; (Ud it affeft all the world, excepting 
you, I wonid fbrgiTe it, but this I cannot, nor can 
he expcfl it. I do not prefume to punifit what Om^ 
nipotence fpares ; i may be the mftrument of it's 
vengeance-, and you may be wrong in oppofing me. 
—You do not think fo, I am fute, (he rejoined, but 
you hare depfirtd yourfelf of the power of judging,- 
Not entirely, faid he, but 1 cannot withftand irre- 
filtible impulfe, norought you todefire me tofub- 
mit tamely: what degree of proteftion could you 
hope for from a man who is perpetually awed hy^ 
fears ? let me firft ^feire and thca claim youv 
Mr. Gaynhnm acquiefcea in the neceffity, and we- 
dld not intend you to have tnown of it till it waa 
over. ' 

Thtfn never,~ replied Conftance, will I believe- 
that you lincerely love me — you prefer revenge tO' 
every other confideiation, dnd could fee me reduced 
to the ftate of dependance and danger from which I 
am fcarcely refcued, for the pleafure of iadlilging 
yourrefentment. God forbids my being fo bafe, h^ 
exclaimed, I will, if I leavey9U^ for ever, pUce yoir 
is fccurity ; I have made every ncctffitry dllimii- 
dan 
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don anil the little I can call laj owtt when I fall i*- 
jour's : do not reproach me with unldndnefs ; my 
laft worldly care (hall be for you : my brother will 
be a brother to you ; and from Harriet's affeftioa 
yoit triay demand every thing ; your diftrefs en-r 
creafes the confliA I fufiefT but it cannot conquer 
iny refolutioD. And do you think, fhe afked, that 
were y6ur abilities ten thoufahd times what they are» 
you could leave me any compenfation ? do you be- 
licTC me fo felBlh ai to regard my own fecurity 
alone i or To depraved as to be capable of enjoying 
■ay comfort under fuch an afihiStioD } What a 
heart muftyou have ! to abandon me ! to deprive 
me of every bleffing I had fondly hoped for ! to 
fuffer IDC to be pointed oitt as the occalion of a fel- 
lbW':creature's death .^ to load my confcicnce with 
io heinous a crime, and to rifque breaking your llf> 
ter's heart ! for I am certain yovt hfve not Lady 
Harriet's concurrence.— She is ignoraiK of my de- 
fign, he anfwered, and muH continue fo ; I would 
not OD any conlideration have her informed of it^' 
But fhe fhall be infboned of it, replietl^ConftatKe, 
and fhe fhall job my entreaties, perhaps you will atn 
tend to her; for you tove £;r ; ine you do no^ I am- 
convinced. 

Can you doubt my love for ]h)u i faid Lord Ca-^ 

lome, yo* fhoulrf confider this as the flrongefti 

proof of it I can give ; did I not love: you I Ihould 

Botbcderuousttf'puniariDgthis villain. Thentell 

me, 



rjB e O.ir ■ T A'H « ti- 

me, flie rejoined, what you refoWe on— tvilt you Ceoi 
tfait challenge to Lord Famford ? U&doul^edly, he 
anfwered, and I conjure you not to try to divert 
me from my purpofe.-— Then- 1 will tell you, re- 
plied Mir* Fitzaithur, what I- amr lefolved on ; 
DOtwithilaBtUng we are folcfnnly engaged to each. 
Mber, and that I make no fcruple to confefs the 
whole happincfs of my life depends on my being 
united to you, as I hope for pardon -of my fins, and 
to fharc in the benefiti of our redemption, when you 
quit me to meet Lord Farnford, ibr this barbaroux- 
purpofe^ you flialt bid me an- eternal adieu ; fo- 
whether yeu fall or conquer will be iadiferent to 
me : the hand fiained with the blood o£- a > fellow' 
creHture {hall never plight your faith to me, nor will- 
I ever receire a murderer for ray hufband ; you^ 
aiufl, Lord Calome, renounce me oc your inten-> 

tion.- Really.he interrupted, ysu-magnify the: 

danger ; I will accept fatisfadion flion ofhis life; 
—the confsquencea may not be fatal to either ot 
\H.— -Whether they are, or'are not, {he rcplied,.- 
tke intention conftitntei. ihe otimc, and the inter- 
pofitioB of the power whofe laws you defpife) thought 
it may make your.remorfe lelt pungent, will notr 
acquit you ;— if you challenge Lord Farnford,, 
Ibonldn^y heart break, it (ball not yield. — I will 
»ever {ee you again.^ " I t»u{t rifque it, - he laid,. 
I do not think yeu will refufe me. Then, you are 
yet to leara my difpo£tion> returned ConHance;, 
my 
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my afFe^ionforyoudoes not atall bliud myreafon; 
you will be totally changed, and your better-felf 
would hate me for accepting jou in your fallen 
Da'e> Good God! Lord Calorae a murderer! 
Lord Calorne to ftand a trial at the bar of a court 
«f juAice for murder! to have no appeal to his owa 
confcience ! to be rejefled by his mediator j to 
fliudder, dart, and mm pale at the liorron of hii 
mind ! How can you bear to think on h ? And you 
have not tvto the excufe of fudden anger : ia it 
tong &iice the event happened which has called forth 
your refenttnen', and £nce you have known it I' am 
' fure you have deliberated on it : it is fettled reverge, 
and, if you execute it) you doom me to wretched* 
nefs and yourfctf to eternal puniihrnent. 

And fo, faid hii lordfliip, you are determined to 
conquer at any rate, and I muft give up to you : I 
cannot lofe you and felf-approbation at once, and 
' we muft t^ink of fubftituting fomething inflead of 
this fatisfafiion. T^hen give me the letter, re- 
turned ConDance, and promife me you will (end no 
other, nor any meflage of the lame import.— -I will 
protnife, he replied, that I will fend none that hai 
not your approbation ; but what will you give m& 
it>r my condefcenfitm. All that is in my power,, 
faid flic, every moment of my life fhall.telUfy my 
fenfe of your merit, and my gratitude' for your kind, 
confideration of me, and over and above all, flie. 
coittinued, fmiling at him, I will give you your, 
libeity ; 
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Uberty ; pray unloclc die door, fbrif Lady Harrier 
fhould come dowa Ibc will wonder what is the 
matter.— But, iitdeed Mifs Fitzarthur, Cad L.ori 
Calome, I would advife you to think of hqving- 
any thing rather than a Ibldieri Tupixife, for 
change of air I were to try a campaign in America^ 
what would- become of me if you had all your pre- 
fent fears ^ you would difTuade me frc»u doing my 
duty.— When I do or attempt it, fhe replied, then: 
reproach me, hate me, and defert me : as &r as I. 
am permitted I will follow you;, and when we. 
mufi part, not one murmur Qiall efcapc my lips,, 
nor Ihall you ever hear me complain c^. my'lot;: 
Vy prayers fliall accompany you, and L will with- 
ccmiidence refign you toihe care of Heaven, fatis- 
fied that yf>u are afting your part well, , and tW,, 
U you fall fighting for your Idtig and councryr. 
greater fcUcity awaita you dtan.you could have en* 
joyed here : No, if you calL. me a coward yo.u tra- 
duce me :~I hope I am only< fo in a had caufe.— — 
You will teach me true-raagoanimity, faid. Ix^d 
Calome, catching her to hisbolbm: I may fafely. 
truA that you will never alk me to depart from my. 
chara£ier, and I. wilt implicitly obey, you. — But; 
what fatit&fdon may I iofiA on Ltud Fartiford'a* 
n^ing me ? That I leave to you to determiae, Qk 
replied : 1 dare fay you have been fo much occu- 
pied with this mechtated revenge that yotthav^ for- 
gotten your promtfe to reilorc me the piSure. — 
He faid hchadnot; produced ami gave it to her.. 
CHAP. 
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HE R f«an were jufl allayed when Mr. Gayn- 
ham and Ladf Harriet joined them : he 
lodged more thoughtful than ufual, the uncommon- 
ly g:ay and chearful. That fomething had agitated 
Mifs Fitzartbur her countenance proclaimedt and 
her ladylhip kindly ezprelTed her hope that it could 
not be any unptcafing circumftance ;^We would 
not diihirb you, faid flie, becaufe we thought my 
brother might wifli to fpeak to you alone, and I 
fuppofc by this time all is fettled^-when is U to 
be? 

Cftnftance did not thiuk it prudent to tell Lady 
Harriet what had be«n the fubjeifl of their conver- 
£irion, at informing her of it could only alann her ; 
fhe therefore alTjmed a fmile, and, inftead of an< 
fwering her, fhewed her Lord Calorne's pi^re, 
that fhe might judge of the likenefa.— In the 
mean time ConElance perceived that Mr. Gay n- 
ham was hearing of herviflory, with which his fre- 
quent glances towards her maiufefted he was not 
dJO- 
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difcontented ; ami fooo after, paSng behind hetf 
while his wife aijd her brother were in converfation, 
lie whifpered ;— You owe me a c'ourtcfy, for I fcnt 
Jamci in with the blundering meUage, in bc^i 
yoUr curio&ty would be awakened. 

The grand queQion was debated tt breakfafl, u 
bit that fciat vttt fettled, lArd Calome Cud be could 
itot turn bU thought! to any other bufioeft, and the 
Saturday, next but one following was fixed on 
•nd agreed to for the wedding ; this aSbrded an in- 
tcfvalof no nwre than tea dayi, during wbicb nfi& 
Fitsarthur was to remain with Lady Harriet and 
Mr. Gaynham, who undertook to be rerpoofible 
for ber 'fafety. The next thing to be cosfidered 
wai, in what manner Lord Ormington, with wbwi 
bb Chi had never yet come to an open breach, 
ibould be treated, and hit filial duty made him 
propoTe goingto him immediately, t^ng no:no- 
ti« of thetWcowry Mift Greyburne had made, but 
acquainting him, that hi* marriage with Cooftance 
was lefoWed on, and aJking hisacquiefcence.. 

At noon he fet out, and, before he came- back,. 
Conftance had the pleafure of a letter, from Mr.. 
Carwell, which added to her happinef»,.by acquwu- 
ing her tvitb his ; file immediately, began an .anfwer 
to it, to inform him of the. alteration. in her views 
and to acknowledge. hint a« the occafion of it; but 
Ok forbore concluding her 4etter,.tilt Ibe bad 
beard from L crd (i^alome, bow his father had rc- 
cjosed the newi of bis intended marriage. 

On 
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On his-itturn todinner, (lie did not dare to aft 
what his fuccefs had been, nor was it neceffary 
when the looked ai him, for vexation was engraven' 
ill every feature.' He threw himfelf on a chair, 
and faid to her, — Now, Mifs Fitzaithur, fortune 
has done her worA,— I am not dTlappDinted, bun 1 
own I fee] pain, in feeing what I had imagined^ 
reaUzed. — Let ui hear how yoU were received t 
beg, fnd Mr. Gaynham ; much, I fuppofe, ax a\t 
applications from me have been. —No, replied Lord< 
Calorae, I had a patient hearing; ; I was fufiered 
for more than an hour to remonflrate, to urge, and 
to entreat, and all to no purpo& ; for this as nearfy 
as I can recollect wai my father** anfwer. Sir ! 
when I confented to your adireffag tttit Mtf> Fitz- 
arthur, for mind I never coofented pofittvely to 
your marrying her, it wa» under a full perfuagon. 
that ftie had a proper fortune j— ^you have been 
taken in, and I would releafe you if you would let 
me-— I lay you (hall marry Mr. Ecklow's dawgh- 
ter, and you may do it very well, notwithflaoding 
this wonderful pajlion ofyourV — Me told me pe- 
remptorily he would not agrte to my recjucfl and- 
hasin the heat of his rage fworn that on the day of 
our marriage all intercourfe mth him flialL ceafc; 
what he has hitherto allowed me to enable meto 
fupport my rank is from that moment to be with- 
held, and he dedares open hoftiliiy ;— but yet ihit 
ic felicity compared with it's alternative, and I ac- 
cept it as fueh. 

This 
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Thu Tcpuire, though fbe wat wanted to cxpeA 
if, waa a heavy moniJicatioti to Conltance ; (he was 
. unwilling that Lord Calorne fhou4d fae it afiefled 
her, and, her heart being toe full to fay a. word, 
flMwent up to her room. Lady Harriet foon 
came to her, and while flie acknowledged the rea- 
fonablenefs of her forrow, (he ai&red hei- that ilo- 
tbing on her- part or an that of Mr. G^aynham 
fhould be wanting to alleviate It.— If you can, faid 
Ihe, reft contented without my father's approbation, 
and be fatisficd with all the world beGde, every 
thing elfe I am fure- can be-made eafy i our ibitune 
u more than fufficicnt ibr the maintenance of out 
fatnily, and 1 will take oQ me to anfwer for Mr.. 
Oaynham, that hefniU thint any port of it well be- 
flowed if it is to purchafe^ peace and happinels &i 
thofe fo dear to bun and me* - 

She could not prev^l on Lady Harriet to leave 
her when th^ were called to t£nner, and therefore 
went down with her ; Lord Calornc had by this 
rime regained the coramaAd of. hb features, and 
now told her chearfully that file had heard.tbe 
worft news firft, for that he had not informed her 
of half the bufioeb he had done in his Alienee.. 

I went, did be, from my father** in fearch t£ 
Captain Berneil, whom I found - pat roUng St. 
James'a-ftreet : be did not in the leaft fufpe£L my 
^rand, and rery willingly accompanied me to a. 
private room in the coSee-houfc Ithen told faim, 
I iniiAed on his making fome aiCkaowledgtnent for 
tbe- 
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the 'mrult he had oftcred Mils Fitzarthur, and dut 
this Should be aikmg her pardon : he was not ob- 
IHnaie, Cud that if writing would {atiiiy tne he 
would inftantly comply, but that he was ^amcd to 
face you.— ^And I hope you let him off fo, faid 
Conftance.— — No indeed, replied her chaippion ; 
I t-iii.not underftand that to be Jhamt which only 
oppo&s a man's doing what he ought ; he was not 
<;/&«iMi/toinrultyou Icandalouily, and'hi* inode(ly 
fhall not now ftand in hi) way.— I made him go 
with me to Btdford-roW, but the family are at Bath. 
Mr. AiArey is foil! that his recovery b not ex- 
pcded,- and Mifj, with her thirty tboul'and pound 
any day of the week, hat run away with a' fliarper, 
who impofed himfelf on her for a foreign noble- 
man, lb that Berneil fhall write to Mi^. ^Ih-ey, 
and he has promifed to be- here this evening to- 
make his fubmiffion to you.— And muft I fee 
him ? Conflance afked ;— you punifh me as well m 
him, far 1 flioold be grieved at putting a gentleman, 
efpeci .lly of his proidfiont in fo humiliating 3 Jitu* 

suion. He fliall come. Lord Calame replied, 

but, if you do not chafe to fee him, you m^ leave 
a difpchfation with the fcrvant. This flie prefer- 
red, and therefore wrote a note for him, telling bim 
ihe was fatisded and forgave the infult. 

What Lord Calome had done was approved by 

all ; he then fuggefted a wifh to fpeak to Conltance 

in the next room, they went thither, and he faid to 

het, 
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her. • • " Nowr at to tlie fubmtHion that Farnfotil 

inuft make ; — have ywj thought of it ? No, an- 

fwered Cou&nncc, and I fliould be better plcafed if 
you would not think of it,—— Then / Tubmit to 
iim, icjobed Lord Calorne. I catmot do that ;— he 
may exult indeed I it muA notbe; after having run 
away with my Heten, he mufl at leaA own the in- 
juTy ; may I not thveaten him in A an acknowledg- 
ment i I give you my word that, if he will write 
properly to you, for I will not aUt any hu tniliation to 
■myfelt; I will aq farther nfent his (;ondu£):; but if 
I do not annex fome puniihment in cafe of difobe- 
dience, I cannot expert his compliance. Do is you ' 
think befi,lhe replied;—-you know my fentiments 
and my refolution. Then, fwd he, let me have 
your opinion of the requifition I have ftetched ; if 
you do not approve it, write it yourfelf, and I will 
tranfcribe it. He then gave it her in thefe Words : 
' It is Mifi FitzanhurV with that I fliould not 
refcnt the many infulta'and injuries flie has recnved 
from Lord Farnford ; in this generous forbearance 
I have acquiefced ctaJitieaaliy, and , it depends on 
him to lender my acquiefcence abjeiuie. I have 
told her, that if he will. In a letter to her, acknow- 
ledge and apologize for his pall indefenrible condufl 
towaj-dt her, I will be facisBed ; but, if he refufea 
or withholds this fubmiflion, I muft endeavour by 
other means to convince him ajid the world, thatno 
one ftiall affront Mifs Fitzarthur with impunity. 
. ■ - * 'I am, &c. 

' C ALOKtiE.' ' 
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* P. S. Mifs Fitzarthur ia now, and will for 
Tome days be at Mr. Gaynliam's, New Burlington- 
flreet." 

To tbb Con fUnce could make no reafonableob- 
je^on t tbougb flic would have been as well con- 
tented witbout Lord Farnford's making; any fubmif- 
fion, {he faw be who required it would not, and 
therefore* hoping thatihis fatisfa^tion would not be 
refufed, fhe declared herfelf willing that it Ibould 
be required in the form propofcd. 
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AT the hour named, Captain Beraeil, caiae 
and received hia difpenfation ; the remainder 
of the evening Lord Calorne wifbed Ibould be devo- 
ted to the final adjuftment of their plaDj and all 
other company was excluded. 

The 
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'The time for the wedding was appointed, and ii 
Wai agreed that it fhbuld be neither affet^edly pub- 
lic nor private : Mifa Fitzanhur waa to be intro- 
' ducedto Lady Mamet'i friends as her future filler, 
and the family were to go together to Mr. Gayn> 
ham's houfe at Oathain, about twenty miies fron 
' town) as foon ai the ceremony waa over. 

1-ady Harriet was very earneft that no delay 
-imght be haiafded by poftponhig'giving neceflary 
directions. Thanks to our pDvertj', replied her 
brother, we hare Ihtie pr^tara^on to make ; no- 
thing more needs be donethan to fecure Mifs Fitz- 
arthuragainft the cosfeqacnces of any accident to 
me, and this I hope will be eafily affected. I baie 
been adrifing with Mr. Gaynham whether I BaS 
not go to MifB Ecklow this evening and carry hci 
the.joyful tidings of being rid of me. . Are 
you fure, Conftance alked, that they will beji^hil 
ti<Ungs ? — Cert^nly, faid his lordHiip, forlbeliere 
I am the only impediment to her marrying my Lieu- 
tenant Colonel. I wifh that I could prevail on 
her father to let Derrille have her handfomely ; I 
intend to ofer her my ferrices, in the way of per- 
fualion, aftcf you and I are married, perhaps when 
the old gentleman finds 'I'll none of her,* be may 
hear reafon. Lord Calorne then, having jo- 

cularly made Conftance affure him (he wai not 
afraid to emit him vnth her rival, told her he 
could not fee her again till the morning, and- bid 
.her adicui 
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Before ihe retired to reft, Ae received the fol- 
lowing affe^oBAte card ; 

* Lord Ormington's compliment) to MTf* Fits- 
atthur, and advtfes her, fince flie doee not miul tlie 
injury Ihe is dcnng his fob b^ holding him to a raOi 
promife. to think how {he is to fupjiort her title 
whea Lord CalorDc's regiment is reduced to half- 
pay ; aa e-vent which wilt undoubtedly take place 
at the end of the war,* 

' For fome minutes after Ihe had read this parental, 
epiflle flte doubted whether Die underftood it ; Lord 
Caktrne, Oie knew had a commiflion in the. foot 
guards, and it required no great fkill in tnilitaiy af- 
fairs to detemiine it improbable that cither of thofe 
regiments would be put on half-pay ; but that 
which aflonilhed her moft was the malevolence of 
this advife, and flie was as much hurt by the tem- 
per it indicated as flie could have been by the event 
it foretold. , 

Shefliewed the card to Lady Harriet, who beg- 
ged her not to let Lord Caiorne fee it. Mr. Gayn- 
hatn anfwered her reqijeft to know if there was any 
poflible truth in it by faying there was no, danger 
t>fau end to the war ; but, not being fully fatisfied, , 
fhe refolded to put the queflion to Lord Ca- 

She did fo when ihe next faw him, and he, after 

Mpreffing his wonder and forrow at his &t?iei-'s un- 
Hilndnere, owned to het that during their fepara- 
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lion, finding himreff wretched in a life of inaction, 
and diilurbed by occafiMially meciing her, he Had 
quitted the guardaand bo\ij>htintoa regiment then 
vincicr orderi for America; but had been difappoin- 
ted as the order* ncre countermanded. He can- 
didly flated to her the Araiinefi of hb finances, bid 
her confider that Lord Ormington had it in hit 
^wer totally to (Ufinberit him, and offered to re- 
leafc her from her engagement if the proljpe£t terri- 
fied her. She agun referred it to him to do that 
which would mofl conttibute to hti peace ; and be 
preferred porerty with her, .to competence without 
her : fhe remained firm in her firfl pai^fe, and dif^ 
regarded the iniimidation. Mr. Gkynham and 
X^y Harriet jwned in afTurances that they would 
omit nothing chat could render their fituation com- 
ibnable ; an union of families was agreed oi^ and the 
matter difmilTed. 

Thefe occurrencet did not afford that kind of 
pleafure which contemplation lacreafcs, and when 
Mifs Fitzarthur fat down to afk herfel£ calmly 
whether (he was right in confenting to marry Lord 
Calorne on fuch terms and under fuch circuiBftances 
flie was embarraffed : (he faw that he muft a£t not 
only in oppofiiton to, but openly in defiance <^ hti 
&ther, and that for her fake he renounced the 
means rf living even with decent propriety ; thus 
Ihe was repaying his love for her by involving him 
in ioextricable ££BcultieB| and ip pofiuve difobedi- 



ence to Lord Ormiogton : Yet what could flic do, 
eren if relf-confideration were put Out of the qaef- 
tion, that would render Lord Calorne lefs unhappy. . 
To retract her protnife was impofiible ; (he was en- 
gaged by erery tic of honour, gratitude, and per-, 
fonal regard, and could not recede without includ- 
ing herfelf in the defcription of thofe who ' ftrwa 
at a gnat and fwallow a came!.' 

Thia was the firft deliberate afl of her cboice in 
which file had fuffered the voice of palSoo to over- 
come that of her realbn ; and inflead of ruminating 
on her prelent Gtuatioo, (he was forced to foothe 
her si^trehenlioiu by hoping that Lord Ormjng- 
ton'i refenlment would in time be appeafed, and 
that, by circtimfpe^tion, and duty in the behaviour 
of his fon and her(elf, it was probable that a recon- 
ciliation might, when he confidered that his views. 
were irremediably difappointed, be effected. 

She wrote to Mr. Carwell a true account of her 
profpe^, her fcara, and her feelings, and, had it 
not been too late, would have alkcd his advife ; but 
now it would have been a nugatory compliment, as 
flic had neither fpace of time nor fulBcient refolu- 
tion to follow any that did not agree with her inten- 
tions : (lie however candidly confe(red to him that 
Jhe was finning with her eyes open, and that the 
' mofi file could exped, even from thofe who judged 
&vourat>le of her condufl, was an allowance that- 
the mifery file had imdergone was an extenuation of 
her offence. 

It It 
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It wa> now Saturday : tad juft as Lord Calorne 
came in to dinner, Conllance receircd the following 
note from her old friend the Earl of Farnford ; 

* Madam, Saturday, j P. M. 

' On my return from Mount Felii thii 

* morning, I met an angry command from L^rd 

* Calorne to acknowledge and apologize ro you for 

* tnfulti and ibjuriei which ymi have fufiercd from 

* me. I will notdifpute the propriety of thcfe ttrms ; 
' but muft fay that had hit lordfliip required this 
' fubmiffion to be made tohimfelf, I would perfon- 

* ally have refufed it. To you> Madam, I find in 
' myfelf no reluftance to own my temerity, and to 

* the world (hall ftand excufed when it is con&dered 

* that apaffion for Mils Fitzarthur was the caufe of 
' it, 

* I am, Madam, with great rtCpeHf 
* Your moil obedient ferrant, 

' Farnford,* 
So prompt an acquiefcence was fnore than Con- 
ftance had hoped for ; and fhe made Lord Calorne 
acknowledge it fatisfaflory. It gave her pleafurt, 
as it removed her fears both with regard to him fot 
whofe fafety fhe was interelled^ and him who made 
her doubt her own ; the utmofl Die had ezpefted 
was an equivocal apology ; but this was fuch as ao 
one could reject, and the terms in which it was con- 
veyed, indicated that whatever refentment L.ord 
Fsrnfbrd bore her, ceafed to exilh 

But 
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But, notwilhftandiog one fource of her aasiety 

was flopped, it was impoffible forher to be chear- 
ful during the .evening i the converfation turned 
on Lord Ormingion's obduracy ; her reafon was at 
war with her ilrongeft affeftiona, and all that Lord 
Calorne faid could not fatisfy her that Qie Was jufli- 
fiuble in adting againft parental authority. 
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np H E week in which Conftance wa» either td 
■*■ feal her condemnation to mifery, or to infure 
happinefs, began ; and though cheared a little by 
the reception flic met with from ihofe who were to 
be her relations, and by knowing that Lord Or- 
mington would ftand fmgle in oppofition to her, hi« 
warning had fo impreCed her that llie dreaded the 
approaching Saturday, and \va« tormented by fear, 
I3 ^ 
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hy refle^oni and by the cenfure oF her heart : her 
ipirits grew hourly more oppreffed : and, fond as 
flie wiis of the foc'iety Ihe was with, flie preferred 
iitting alone, when Lord Calorne was abfent. So- 
litude increafed the confli^ in her mind, and laid 
open to her view the prcbable confequences of the 
engagement (tie was about to enter into, arrayed 
in their le^ll pleafing colours. . It was not the lofs 
of the ufuat appendages to fuch a ficuation as her's 
was to be, it was not the fear that (he ttiould be de- 
barred from the gaiety of rank and fortune, that 
difturbed -ber; it waethelo&of felf-appvobatton, 
and the fear that (he was an iuducement with Lord 
Calorne to difregard important con&deraiions. A 
gloom hung over her, which he alone could, for 
even a moment, difpel ; fbe felt a laiEtude and a re- 
ludance to whatever turned to die grand objefl, 
that file could neither realbnably account for, nor 
by any means get rid of; and on the Wednefday 
evening, when the legal, part of the bufinefs was 
completed, flie fuffered as much fixim her undc- 
fcribable fenfations as many* criminal on the arri- 
val of hb death warrant. 

Mothing was omitted by Lord Calorne, Lady 
Harriet, or Mr. Gaynham that could remove a de- 
je^on which was too appawnt to be hidden ; but 
dl relief was temporary and tranfieptj (lie had li>ft 
that equanimity of temper that hsd carried her 
through all her troubles, and at the moment when 
thej 



i M 9 V £ 1,. I7J 

they Ihould have cealed, they were more uifuppoit- 
able than ever : aiiy little noifu teriilied her. Die 
ftarted if the door opened, and a feparaiiou tur u 
quarter of an hour fronv any of the tamilv was pre- 
ceded by as folemn a farewell as that for an likdia 
voyage. The time dragged on heavily, yet fiuw too 
fiift and bad not Lady Harriet perpetually ex- 
horted and often allifled her, Ihe w'oijld neither have, 
bought, chofcn, nor ordered her wedding doathi. 

She mvoluotary communicated a portion of. hei 
melancholy to Lord Calorne, thovigh it ihewed 
kfeif in him dlffcremly : he \vsa driTtngtime on ; 
hurrying every preparation, and in caufelefs fear 
of what delay might prodijce. Much of .his leifure 
wai fpent at his father's and at Mr. Ecklow's, but, 
as be never mentioned what was the purpofe or refult 
of any of the vi£ts, ConAancc ceared to hope any 
alteration in her favour. , 

AntongH Jilr. Gayaham's relations was an old 
Lady who had liifcoVercd a particular attacbmer.t to 
Mifs Fiizarthun and ivas veiy anxioui for her be- 
coming a member of the family > her name alto 
nas Gaynham, and being too inlirm to leave her 
htjufo with convenience, ftie had two fuctelEve even- 
ings, feni her chair aiid fervants to fetch Conftance 
for the pleafure of an hour'g coaveriation with her, 
and had prevailed on Mr. Gaynham to deler leitmg 
out on Saturday for Oatham tillai late an hour aa 
*ould be fafe, that Ihe might have their cmnpaiiy 
'* I4 * to - 
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to (tinner at her lunife. . SKe was a woman of for- 
tune, of a difpqTitiott that commanded love and re- 
verence, and fo amiable in' Conflance's eyes that 
this clofe connexion would have been perfectly 
agreeable to her, but for the low Hate of her own 
fpirits, and the fituation of Mrs. Gaynham's houfe, 
which was neit door to Lord Farnford'a in Port- 
man-fquare ; from this cireiimftance, howerer, little 
real uneafinefs arofe, Mrs. Gaynham did not vifit hii 
family, and, though Conftancc had been with her at 
many intervals, flie had only once had a gUmpfe of 
hik lordftijp. If this vicinity could have produced 
any thing difagrceable, it's continuance would not 
have been long, ftff this week was fiied on for Mrs. 
Gaynhain'B remove to a diftant part of the town, 
and, for the fake of entertaining Lord Calornc and 
hit biide with eafc~in her new habitation, flie pro- 
pofed fleeping there on Thurfday night ; thji was 
her refolution on Wednefday, when Lady Harriet 
and Conltancd called on her. 

On Thurfday at noon, Lord Calorne came to 
_Burlington-ftreet, faid he (hoold dine at Mr. Eelt- 
)ow'>, and weot away, after having fat fcarcely a 
(quarter of an hour with bis dejefled Conftance.— 
Prefenily after, there came a meffage from Mrs. 
Gaynham (hat Qie would fend her chair about mne 
that evening forMifs Filiarthiir, as (be had fome- 
thing of importance to fay to her, ihe promifed to 
be ready, and inquired of the fervant if Ihe was to 



feeherinPortman-fqaureorinhernew houfe; the 
man replied that his Miftrefs would be id Portman- 
fquare, for that '(he was hindMred from moriug till 
the next day. 

It was aeivly half paA nine when the-chaiF came, 
and Ihe did not feel much inclined to go ; but lbs 
could not evade it, and Lady Harriet, after many 
exhortations to come home foon, parted from her. 
in paling by St. 's churcbf file was flop- 
ped by a great crowd at the door ; flie alkcd the 
fervant what was the occafion of it, and, hearing it 
was a wedding, fat very patiently till the way waa 
cleared ; there were 'two or three carriages waiting, 
and, the days being almofl of the Ibngefl, it was, 
though duflc, light enough for her to difcem that 
one of them was Lord Calorne's, She Darted wlien 
flie faw it, but a moment's recolleftion explained the 
.circumilanee ; flie fuppofed foroe friend of his was 
to be married, and wai fvirprii^ only at his not 
having mentioned it when he called in the morning, 
as file could not imagine there could beany fecret 
in lb public a wedding. 

She had jull fettled this point to her fattsfitttion 
by concluding he had forgotten it, when fhe entered 
Portman-ftiuare, and a gentleman, who at thw in- 
ftaot pafled her, ran up to the door where her 
chairmen flopped, and knocked at it ; it was imme* 
diately opened, flie entered die hall and was getting 
out of the chdr, when he flept before her, and ex- 
dsitncd^— Thank heaven for my fuccels !— once 
Is moro 
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more welctHne to my armi.— The wonder, the rer- 
ror, this aftioti occafioned, wai doubled by the in- 
flflataneoui recognition of Lord Famford's voice, 
her powers of utterance forfook her, and Qie lirug- 
gled to difen^ge hei'felf from his held, but he 
would not quit her. Recorcring from her firft 
rurprite, (he ifted him what he meant, and thrext- 
ened, if heiUdnot toofe her, toalatm the family ; 
'—he defiled her not to be frightned, and to come 
into the parlour, for he wanted to talk to her.— 
She replied that the mull go up fturs to Mrs. 
Gaynham who had fent for her,— at which hie 
laughed, and laid coolly ;— flte will not want you 
yet, I will anfwer for her ;— <omc with me.— I 
Kill not, flie returi^ed, and if you do not cbufe to let 
me go, I muft beg that Mrs. Gaynham may be told 
how I am detained.— It was ailanijbing to htr, that 
kltbough the chairmen, the fbotman, and the fervant 
who opened the door were in the hall and heard 
tohat was faid, no one feemed to attend to her ; flte 
defiling one of them to let Mrs. Gaynban know 
bow fhe was fituated, when Lord Parnford fazing 
boA her hands compelled her to go into the parlour, 
the door of which was- immediately (hut. 

She now fufpcAed he had fecured the adifiance 
of thofe whom (he had feen b the hall, and, as Qat 
was certain Mrs. Gaynham would not pemut f«ch 
an infult on her, (he fprang froin Lord Famfoid 
and pulled the bell Tiotcotly ; he laughed at her, 
and throwing lumfelf on a chair with the uimoU 
«!- 
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i-oUedion and eafe, faille— If I had known you 

wanted any ihing I would have rung the bell for 
y«u. 

It then occurred to her that he might mean only 
. to frighten her ; turning round towards him to ga- 
ther hi» purpofe from' hU countenance, flie difeo- 
vcred what her fright had yet concealed from her, 
that ftie sy-ris not in Blra, Gaynham's houfe. Ter- 
rilicd e:(cci1!ivcly at th!s evidence that his intentions 
were, ferious, (he exclaimed, — Good Heaven!— 

wlici-e am I. '—what mlftake is this ?- A laugh. 

which his lordfliij) did not endea»our to fupprefs, - 
was the onjy reply he made.— Tell me, faid (lie, 
where I am ? whofe houfe am I in f 'tis not Mrs^ _ 
Gaynham'3. You are psrfeifHy right, he an- 
(\vered, 'tis not Mrs. Gaynham's ; it was mine, ir 
is noiii yourU. How can you talk fo abfurdiy ? 
laid die ; if rbis i» nor Mi's. Gaynham's houfe, 
why am 1 detained ? flie fent for me and I iniift on 
your fufiering me to go to her, or you may repent 
your madnefs. Never, never, my love, replied 
bis locdfliipv taking her hand. I will abide the 
Confequences of your flaying here; you and Imuft 
not part yet ; do not think I am now to be awed 
by your threats; corae, defcend a little from the 
heroic, do i|iot play tragedy any longer, you ufed 
me very 111 when I had you in the country, and have 
ufedroe very ill ever fince, but if I ,lofe you now, 
I underftand it will be for ever, and therefore it 
fUali not be io yoi(r poiver to play nie fuch a trick 
1,6 ' at 
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hi' you ercaped me by. And do you think, 

Conftance afkcd, retreating from him, that I will 
tamely fabmit to remain your piifoner ? Remaiu, 
not my prifoner but my ward, he replied, you 
muft, rill you chufe to rejeale yourfelf by con- 
tenting to what I fhall re<fueA ; and I would ad- 
rife. you to fubmit with patience, for I need- not 
tell you, Mifs Fitzanhur, that here you arc 
wholly in my power ; no friendly window fhalt 
furnilli you with an opportunity of running away 
from me. I fuppofe you will give me as much 
trouble as poffible; but I fhall think none too 
great to accomplilh my purpofe ; lam proof 
againli any thing you can fay, and am, -I trull, 
ftcured againft every thing you can do : - aiid 
now, continued he, coming up to her with fet- 
tled refotuiion in his countenance, hear, and be- 
Keve me fincer^ when I fwear that you fliall not 
quit this houfe before you have given me a right 
to inCft on your return to it ; in flwrt, my adored 
Conftance, it is my firm determination that as 
Mifs Fitzarthur you fl^all not go hebce ; when 
you have renounced that name I will be the firft 
to reftore your liberty, and if I fail m one or 
other of thefe poinra, may all the evib which 
mankind mojk anxioufly fliua ft^l on me ten 
fold. 

An .univerfal tremor now feized Conflaitce; 

(he had no hope of refifting' his intentions, andas 

little '9f efcafdng his violence; though ready to 

- diB 
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die with fear, fhe called up her courage, and pe- 
xemptohly aoCwcctdt ,My Lord, you cannot 
force ine to aH agaioft my nature, nOr can you 
detain me here, long ; my friends know how you 
imprifoned me when you decoyed me into the 
cotmtry ; my abfence will alarm them and lead 
them to fufpcfi you, and I cannot doubt their 
fecking me here ; therefore, for your own fake, 'it 
- will be prudent to let me go. ' ■ 'I thank you 
for Che hint, he rejoined'; — I will endeavour ta 
render their fearch fruitlefs ;— I can very eafily 

do it. Saying thefe words he left the room, 

mnd ConCtance heard him lock the door on the oat- ' 
fide. She now faw hcrlelf precluded frOTH all 
means of averting the impending evil, which was 
much greater than when tt before tbreaiened her ; 
then, as the was irritated agaitifl Lord Caloroe, 
her condufl only refpe^d herlelf ; but now 
^er diAreft was aggravated by what he would fu£- 
tn. 
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JT E R jailor was ablent near a quarter of an 
hour, which t'me (he employed in devifing 
fi)me meihod to divert him from his purpoft, 
and prevail oii htm to liberate her. When he 
returned, he (aid, — And fo, Mifa Fitrarthor, 
you thought at your coming into this houfe that 
it was Mrs. Gaynham's.— ^ — I could not doubt 
It, fhe replied, when (lie had fent for rae :— flie 
mil wonder what is become of me^— — No, (lie 
inll not, faid his LordOiip ; (he is gone to her 
Dew dwelling ; all the family left the houfe nest 
to this at noon: it was I who Tent the nieflage ; 
I have taken a fervaot (he has juft difcharged, 
and I borrowed her name: but come, continued 
he, ieang Conflance was aftonilhed, io not let 
us lofe time in trifling explanations ; you wifli 
to get out of this houfe, and I would not de- 
tun you a mdment longer than is accelTary.— 
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3 fuppofeby this ■ came you are convinced- that re- 
finance is vain, and I fliall therefore deQce Mr. 
Metward may come in. 

At the name of Metward flie ftarted. Lord Farn- 
ford moved towards the door, wHen laying hold on 
•him, (he begged to be heard ; he returned, faying, 
You fiwU not tax me with cruelty, in refufiBg to 
iiear yo\i, yet I muft tell you that you deceive 
yourfclf, if you hope atiy thing you can fay will 
perfuade me to defid ; my purpofc cannot be fhaken, 
I have fworn to perfevere ; your ■ obftinacy has 
driven me to extremities ; however, I am ready to 
attend you.— — You are unmoved, faid Couflance, 
by knowing how greatly you diftrefs me ; but think 
of yourfelf; what can you expefl from an union 
«4th one who would much rather die than be 
your wife ? 

It h but charity, interrupted Lord Farnford* 
to fave your luugi and your fpirits ; you arf 
preaching, my good Madam, to the winds; 
could fuch coDliderationa move me, I fliould 
have al&rted a falfity in faying I am refolute ; 
I know your fex well enough to believe that 
riches, titles, and fplendor will afford confolation, 
and render a fubmiffion to neceCity, however irk- 
jbnx at fit&, fupportable ; and I know you well 
enough to be a fib red you will not lludioufly 
aiake me unhappy. It is only becaule I have 
no time to wafle, thai I interrupt you ; for I 
feel- myfelffo fortified, agaJnft your rhetoric that 
I might 

,',C<x,8lc 
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I might Cttely let you go on till you were weary ; 
you cannot complain of my obflinacy, when your 
own u as great : for you will not believe the inuti- 
lity of all you can fay ; I have no more hope of 
prevailing on you by perfuaiion, than you have 
chance of fucceeding with me in that way.— 
I am forry to be peremptory ; I would moll fo- 
licitoufly avoid whatever can occafion you un- 
eafinefi, but it would be mocking you to con- 
ceal the means I am determined to ufc ; — you 
fliall not be denied an alternative, but you muft 
decide immediately : — I have got a fpecial li- 
cence and if you npU confent and give me 
your word, unequivocally, to accept my hand 
and heart io-morrow, the ceremony fhall be 
pioperly performed, and in fubh a manner aa 
becomes both you and me; — if you, oa the 
contrary, prefer refiflance, Mr- Metward is in 
the houfe and, whether you will fpeak or not, 
he (hall, without any delay, read the fcrvict: 
you fl\all have no wieDe0e9 of y<jur Aubbomefs 
and I fhall leave it to you to prove, in the 
beft manner you can, that jou are not my 
wife.— —If, by your rejeffion of my firft pro- 
pofition, the latter becomei y6ur choice, top 
tnotrow morning we fhall fet off for the nortlk, 
and you muA not expcA after f«ch behaviour 
that I ihall be at ail anziouB to relieve the 
fufpence of yottr friende.' ■ — Spealt, Mifs 
fazr 



fitzartbur. and tell me you will not oblige me to 
ufe (event)-. 

Conftanre reiuned no-anfwer, for, almoft choak- 
ed with rage and grief, llie was a) unable to reply ai 
(he was to chufe. Lord Faraford faw her agitation 
iocreafc ; and, probably thinking it more prudent to 
ufe lenient meafurei than to rifque the fuccefs of 
his enterprize, by endangering her fenfei, he told 
her he would give her an hour to make hereleftiooj. 
after that time, if flie remained filent, he muft de- 
cide for her. 

Eocouraged b>' this unexpe^ed refpite, <be beg- 
ged Ihe might be left alone. A peiiiion that hit 
LordQiip did not feem very willing to grant. He 
faid he could hardly renture to truft her by herfelf ; 
however, if fbe wilhed Im abfeuce, he would quit 
her, and fend her fervant to fit with her. He did 
fo, and left the room. 
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LORD Farnford llald with Conftance rill h& 
deputy -came, and then giving orders that ftie 
fluuld not be left alone, he withdrew. She wai 
&ting mth her head on her hand, Jcarcely feafible 
of what hadpjflcd^ QllheratteiukQt,. iiLa-tone cl 
much concetD, Aid, What is the matter, -my dear 
young lady f I am & glad to lee you ; I have bets 
longing to come in, and did jiot dars before I wu 
fent for. ' Do you not remember me ? 

The apparent folicitudc and tendemefs of her in- 
quiry, the latter queftion, and a confufed rccol- 
le^ioD of her voice, made Coaibnce look up, ^hen 
(lie faw that this was the yousg woman Who had 
waited on her at Mrs. Staveoell's, Her joy at 
meeiing with one fhe knew, and who had always 
manifefted a degree of more than ordinary attach- 
ment to her, was for a moment great ; but the fuc- 
ceei^ng idea, that none in [hat houfe could be her 
friend, (incc they were all under Lord Farnford's 
ii^uence, funk her ugain into def pair. Espefling 
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to haTC her queries anftvered by exhortarions to 
fubmillion, or panegyricks on hts Lordfhip, (he 
alked Kitty how (he could have been preTailcd on 
to accept a place in fueh a family, and what could 
induce her to affift in punilhiDg her. — Piinifli you, 
Ma':n ! repeated Kitty ; how can you think me fo 
wicked? I am fiirc I'm very happy in coining 
to wait on you again, and I'll do all in my power 
to fcrve you. How can you think I am to punifli 
you? Another queftionfatisfied Mirs Fitiatthur, 
that her maid was ignorant of her fituation ; ftie 
learnt,, that (he had not been an hour at Lord 
Farufbrd's that (he came from Mrs. Stavenell'j, 
flie having fecured the place for her, and that all 
that Kitty knew was, that her former mlflreli was 
to be manied that e»eiung to his LonUhip ; aii event 
llie heartily rejoiced in, becaufe it gratified her 
wifhea to live with her- 

Conftance aftonifhed her by telling her hov 
entirely thia was again ft her iDclination, and that 
nothing (hould previul on her, even deftitute aa 
fhe was in the meana to efeape him, to many 
Lord Farnford ; flie informed her of her engage 
mcnt to Lord Calorae, and was extremely com- 
forted by-feeing (lie fympathized in her difirels, and 
by her promifing to do whatever (he would dire£t 
to relieve It. The moll effc^ual and eTpediCious 
method to be purfued Conftance thought was fend- 
ing to him, who (he knew would at all rifques 
releafe her, and (lie engaged her maid to attempt 
the ■ 
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thn conveyance of a note. The tlme.whicti (be 
had been allowed for deliberation was more than 
fuflicicnt for the purpofe of writing it, and (he 
hoped, if fhe could get it ready, that whea Lord 
Fatnford'» return difcharged Kitty from ber at- 
tendance, fhe might be able to forward it imme- 
diately ; but Ihe needed a fecretary, for it was 
impoflible for her to guide a pen in a ftate of 
fuch perturbation ; yet uDwUling to employ any 
other hand, fhe defircd to have a little hartfliorn 
and water, and flattered herfclf flie (hould afcer- 
' wards be more compofed. Kitty without the 
leufl hefitation, difobe}*ed Lord Furnford's erders, 
and undertook to bring into the room with her 
what was neceflary for her writing ; his vigilance 
wa* awakened by the opening of the door, he- 
met the arabalTadrefs and queftiooed her on hn* 
errand j on her replying that fhe was gcnng for 
fl glafs of water he bid her go back, and fent it 
by one of the footmen ; Ihc returned to Mifs 
fitzarthur, vexed at the interruption, yet en- 
couraged her by faying that, if flie would go 
up flairs, Ihe would, as fooa as the family were 
gone' to bed, bring her pen, ink, and paper, 
ud carry the note early in the morning. 

Te nmain in Lord Farnford's cuftody all 
night, was a dreadful neceffiiy ; but, as it was 
eleren o'elock, there was no remedy, and Con- 
ftance endeavoured to aniinate ber fortitude by 
ncoUcAing the probability of her yet defeating this 
fcheiM 



fclieme of ^is Lordfliip's, a^ nothing, except hit 
preventing Kitty's getting; out of the houfe, wa» 
reaftmably to be feared ; fiar, if (he could not 
fuceed in her intention of writing, her maid 
knew enough to alarm Lord Calorne, and coufd, 
without farther inflxudions, inform him of her 
fituation : 

She was now obliged to turn her thoughts 
towards the reception the fliouldgive the ob- 
jeft of, her averfion and horror, when her hour 
was expired, and favr nothing could be done 
without her pretending to confent to the leafl: 
violent of his two propofitions, as it was the on- 
ly means of gaining tirtie; to dilTemblc was dif- 
ficult, bat here, unlefs (he would counteraft her de- 
fign, it was indifpenfably neccl^ry ; flie there- 
fore deteimned to endeavour appearing convinced 
of her inability to withfland him, aai by then her 
refpite was elapfed, flie fencied herfelf pretty well 
able to face him. 

He came into the room precifely at the end 
of the hour, and with him returned all the terror 
his prefence could infpire : (he dreaded the taflc 
flic had chofen, and her heart revolted at the 
idea of aiTuming even the refemblance of com- 
placency ; he difmifled her maid, and then, in 
a tone and manner calculated to remind . hia 
prifoncr that her having an adoption allowed 
her was a favonr, aflced her what flie had re- 
fblved OB. ■ The repugnance of tisigning com- 
■ pliance 
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ptiance with hU wiGies to her Ilatu^e pmmpied her 
' to make one effort towards her enlargement before ' 
(he told him ihe yielded, and {lie anfwered his quef- 
tioQ by requefting to be heard patiently { he re- 
plied that he wa^ alt attention, and Ihe laid ; — It is 
but juftice, though you have ill deferveditfromme, 
to" warn you of the dan£;er that awaits your keeping 
me here : know Lord Farnford, and at your peril 
detain me, that my hand it not mine to difpofe of. 
for there is one in the world who may demand of 
me the reftitution of hia wife. 'His Lotdfliip 
flarted, and changed colour, while Conllance rofe 
from her feat, and walked fi^m him, lefl her coun- 
tenance fiioutd betray that her fecurity was not fo 
complete as fhe wiihed him to belieTC. He came 
up to her, and laying hold of her hands, while he 
fledfaftly looked in her face, he f^d ;— You will 
not furely aflert that you are already married f— I 
am certain you are not j— thi» is aa artifice, and 
you are playing the fame game you teazed me widi 
laft {un;mer ; — I uoderfland you better than I did 
then, and am fure the only impediment to my fuc- 
cefs ia your oblUnacy ; who is this one in the 
world who has fuch a claim on you f "- name 

him, if your ingenuity has y« enabled yon. ■ 

It requires very little ingenuity, replied Conftance, 
gathering courage, to flate a fimple faft ; — you can 
be at no lofs to guefs who it is ; — it ia one whofe 
jaft refentment* you have every reafon to dread,— 
it is one yob infult in uling me ill :^you cannot but 
know 



know it is Lord Calome. — O, my hciloriiig 

correlpondeat, faid Lord Farnfoid— I beg your 
pirdoDf I might bdeed have guefled who it was^. 
but you will not undertake fuch an enlerprize M 
making me believe you are his wife ; he will un- 
doubfedly , marry Mifa Ecklow ; — her father told 
OK (a £inrelF no longer ago than the day before 

yefterday, It is iinp<^ble that he (hould, 

Du repIied.-'^Hfw impoffible ? rejoined hia Lord- 
fhip, — what afltinincc have you that he will not. 
^— Every alTurance that ja nece^ry to render 
me perfeftly fatisficd, faid Conllancc ;; — I have 
liii honoar to rely on, and chat ia an aflurance that 
an never fail. 

She was (o tittle verled in the arts of decrit 
that Ihe did not perceive. Lord Famford ha^ by 
tiironitig Iter otf her guard, drawn from her the 
coofeffion he wanted, and which k was her 

higheft iaterefl to hare withheld. He replittt 

tontemptuoufly,— You have no very exalted opi- 
nion, Madam, of jny lagacity, if you hoped to 

impofe on me by this pretty artifice ; ^you are 

xtt married to Lord Calome, nor will you ever 
be, if all your dq>endancc is on hia honour ; he 
mil not be "half fo angry with mc as you are for 
perfifling ; but I thought Mils Fitzanhur fcom- 

ed accepting falfity- for a fubterfoge. Veied 

at the ill fuccefs of her projeft ; and angry at 
, het being fufpefled, trea by Lord Famford, 
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of departing from the truth, (lie vehemently 
cleared herfelf from the imputation, and faid (be, 
was juDified by faying Lord Calurnc might claim ~ 
her as a wife, from the momeat they had mutu- 
ally agreed to the marriage ; that ftie had afleried 
no more than was in her opinion true, and 
that the woril Ihe could be charged with wat 
having fo fiated it as thai it admitted, of two 
interpretations .'^—Hii Lordfliip now feeing He 
had gone too far, tried to pacify her ; he beg- 
ged her pardiAi for his coo hafty eiprdSon, and 
promifed to ofiend no more. 

After foroe time, which he allowed her to 
grow calm, he ventured to aOt the refult of her 
deliberation ; but flie had almoA forgotten what 
the had refdved on, and continued Alcnt ; he 
repeated his queftion and tlie terms he had of- 
fered her, defiring her to fpare him the dift- 
grecable talk of cbuUng for her; he grew ur- 
gent, and foon fo peremptory that flic could no 
longer defer putting an end to his felicitation :— 
Ihe flrOTe to coUefl herfelf j but remembering 
that (he was about to confent to an aH which in 
her heart ftieabhorred, her vmce Med her, and the 
tears burft from her eyes. 

His fury was not another moment to be kept 

within .bounds, he immediatly quitted her and 

bounced out of the room, in a few minutes' ihe 

returntd, his oounienaiKe lighted up nith.'r^ 

and 
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and, ccuMBig towards her, he obtiifed her ta (it 
down, drepr his chair dofe to hor's, ani hold- 
iflg her hands, (iud with the inoft menacing ar, 
—Is ir for tiis that I have Kcrcifcd fowuch 
Unity f—ti»t I have given you time for de- 
liberatkm ? and waited your picafure ?— fooUfh 
ungrateful girl! you have now made riolengc 
your choice ; yo^ have trified with roy kind- 
ne&, and I am fure you defpifc my power ; 
but you tball no longer abufe my patience, fer 
by Heaven, neither your prayersnor tears fiiJI 

weigh with me: fpeak, for this i» the laft 

tiiae I fliallaik you;— will youconfentpeaeeably, 
or will you drive me to What 1 will moft cer- 
tiUDly practice rather than be difappMnted.<<- 
Sbe had now no time for hclitation, but, though 
her fean made her wilh to Tcply, they fo far 
overcame her that {lie could only fay,— Give 
me till to-martow. — You confent then, faid he : 
— «m I not to underjbrd you fo ?— — (be Ihoak 

her head, and. was flill filent. This ia too 

much, cried his Lordfliip, again retreating frum 
bert— ^I am not to be thus trifled with.'— n 
When I fee ]wi next. Madam, I Ihall bring 
iSecward with me^— ^Your behaviour is .too 
-pmvcfaing to require tny coi|£ulti(tg yoi^ ea&. 
Seiaified -slmoft to death, flic anfwcred,*- 
-Hear tat' with |>nienc<i, La«l -. Facnford t-f ro- 
•nife iniedut I &aU xtmain Hnmoleflod till to> 
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morrow tvtmng, and ' ' here Ihe paufed. 
— And whM ihcn ? faid he, — you will get out 
at the window to-morrow morning-— -No, flic re- 
plied, I will confent, unlefs Lord Calome 
cornea here and demands me. — Of that, he re- 
jtnned, I have not much to fear. — I do not know 
how to give you fo long u till the evening to- 
morrow, becaufc I am then particularly en- 
gaged, yet I would do' any thing rather than 
difsblige you; — are you fure you have no ia. 

tention of deceiring me ? 1 mean, iaid Con- 

flance, exa^fy what Ipropofe. — Thenr anfwered 
he, I will w^t, however inconvenient it may 
be, Ad I promife you, and will fwear it, if 
you alk it, that nothing except your breaking 
your word, ihall induce me to any precipitation ; 
— but Mifi Fitzarthur muft forgive me if I beg 
her to repeat ker promife j— does Ihe mean, on 
condition that fhe remaini unfolicited dll to-mor- 
row evening, freely and willingly then to become 
my wife ?— Freely and willingly it can never be, 
flie anfwered : — I promife to fubmit, unlefa Lord 
Calorne comes and demands me.— And you will 
foffer the ceremony to be performed mtboui 
any hindrance from you ? — Certainly, provided it 
ia done .with the proper and pfual .formalities.— 
"And this you agree to } ■ . 1 do.— Then on my 
part, faid he, I pronufe that no violence or ta- 
■ treaty Hull be ufed toward* you till then, that 
.the 
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the fblmtiity fhall be perfbnned with pn^riety, 
that' all the refped due to > countefi fhall be 
fhetrn yon, and that the chief, nay the fole Au- 
dy of my life fliaU be to promote your hap- 

p'ucrs. 'What i* the earlieft hour tc-morro-T 

evening you chufe to ntme ?— Eight o'clock ii 
the lateft I can give you.— On thii the othemife 
djfcordant pair agrccil, and, foon afnr, fupper 
was announced, Lord Famford prcfled her to 
go with him, but, ai (he refufed and pleaded fa- 
Qgoe, he gave her her choice either to remain 
wher» file wa(» or to retire to her chamber ; 
Ihe accepted the latter ; her maid was called, 
at parting he wiQied her good night, deljf' 
ed (he Ihoutd make herfelf perfectly eafy, for 
that her fervaot (hould fit up with her, and 
lad Hie might rely on his honour that nothing 
(hould annoy her. 
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T N a lUte of trciHdation that almolt diflocated 
her joint*, as foon ai Ifae had reached her 
chamber, and her maid had produced what wtt 
tieedfal for the purpofe, the wrote at foUowiTto 
JjOt& CalorDC : 

' My Lord, Thurfday, Midnight. 

' I am agun in Lord Farnfbrd'g 
I power ; he detaini me at hb houfe in Portman- 

* fquare, and infifl> on my confenting to marry 
' him.-^— The meflkge yefterday from Mr*. 

* Oaynham was a forgery of hi*.— I am only 

* aHoweil till eight o'clock to-morrow, when 

* you know, this, may I beg you to come to 

* me ai foon a* M^Gble ?— — TUl nght o'clock I 
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' am however fafcj but my aaxiety and terror' 
' aEmoll deprive mc of my Ctak». 

' Pray let Lady Huriet know where I am ; 
* —(he muft imagine I have deceived you* or 
' elfe 1 am fure (he is very unhappy fop 

' The hope of feeing you very foon after 
' you receive thia, will enable me to bear my 
' imprifonment till you come. 1 am wboUy tn- 
' capable of judging whether.^ what I have writ- 
' ten is intelligible, and wh«i I think of you, I 
' feel fo much for you| that I could kill my- 

* fetf for the mifery I have made you undergo. 

* ■—I am fo unfoTEunate that I am nor worth 

* your faving, from any other motive than com- 
' paffion. 

* Do not, I befcech you, be alarmed ; bu 

' behaviour to ma is more refpe£tful than I could 

have hoped, though he ie obflinate to the laft 

degiee. — In whatever means you propofe for 

* my deliverance, as you love me think of 

* your own fafety, for he will be outrageous 

* when he finds I have efcaped his vigilance ;— 

* Do nothing raihly ; it will be better for me to 
' remain an hour or two longer here, than that 
' you (hould fail in your attempt. I fliall not 
' be unhappy, rfhen I know tliis has reached 
' you, nor at all impatient. Hemember eight 

* o'clock is the laft hour I am~ allowed ; but 

K) I Irey 



it)i cosstamce: 

' I rely mi you, and truft that, as it has pleafed 
' God to atford me a meam of iicquaiatiog 

* you (rith my danger, it refts with you to de- 

* tennine whether I fhall be Lord Faraford's, or, 

* u indeed I anj, 

• Your 

•CM. FiTZAITHUK.' 

Her mind wai conGderably relieyed by ha^d]lE; 
thus far executed her projeCt, and though her 

' tgiiation wai g^at, hope predominated, fince, 
unlefs her maid's concern for her wa« pretend- 
ed, hurdly any probable acddent could difa.p< 
poict her. Yet, ootwithftanding fhe wa« mo- 
tjily affjred of her deliveratM^e, flie could not 
tUJnk of reft, and Kitty's pronufe that, if fhe 
would lis down, flie would not quit her, could 
□oE overcome her apprehehlions. 

Day light IboD appeared, and never was it re> 
ceived with a more truly heart-felt welcome ; fhe 

""gave her letter toKitiy, and fent her down flairt 
to reconnoitre, though not with much expe^ta* 
tion of her bein^ yet able to get out, and it 
WBS well ihe had not flattered herfelf, for Lord 
Tarnford wai flill .up. On inquiring what her 
maid had feen or heard, flie was told that the 
Servants were many of them about the houfc, 
rii:il that by mAjyng a frirolous pretext of being 
feor for fome water, flie had learnt it waa not 
his Ivordlhip's intention to go to bed, but to keep 
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At eight o'clock flie feni her meflcnger down 
ngnin, with no better fucccfs ; Lorti Faraford 
had met her, inquired after her Miftrefs, difco- 
vering no apprebcnfions for her ikfety, and His 
prefently returned to Cunfiunce, who began to 
fear her guardian would prove too vigilant for 
her, till Kitty faid (he thouglit (lie might eafily 
efcape if they vriited an ^ovi cr two,, as hU 
Lordflup nugbt then be at breakfaA, and the 
fervants would be engaged in their various OC' 
cupations. To this torturing delay (he was forced 
to fubmit, and foon after received a mellitge from 
Z^rd Farnford, deliring to know whether (he 
would come down (lairs or have her breakfaft 
lent to her, and at what time (be would chufe it ; 
«ftcr a little hefiution (he faid (be would come 
down immediately. Her hope now rofe, for, by 
going to Lord Farnford, flie was fure of dc' 
Mining him, and Kitty would be for a .lime 
difmiiTed, fi> that fine might without fufpicion 
remain in the lower part of the beufe till Hie 
faw a convenieut opportunity of fetting off.— • 
Her Miflrefs repeated her iajunflioni to her to 
fee Lord Calome, if pofiible, himfclf, and to 
learn what he would do, and then, with bene- 
cU^ODS, and wi(he«foriheprofpenty of her under- 
taking, left her for her unwelcome dejeun^. 

It was now proper to difguife her feniiments 

in order to aroid irritating Lord. Farnford ; buc 

K 4 to 



to behave even with civility to a man whom 
the had fuch reafon to dread and detcft, was » 
very tUfficuIt talk. He met her in that which 
had been Lady Maria's dreCiiig-rooni, and mth 
much folicitude inquired after her health, ad- 
^gt— K I may judge l)y appearances we need- 
ed not to have parted, for I do not think either 
of lU has flept. He feemed highly pleaTcd with 
ending hee lefi infcible than when Ihe quitted 
lam the ni^t bebre, and acknowledged her 
tilidneft 3a coming down to him. M\ her hapei 
Were Icarcely powerful oaongb to fupport her 
When, the attendants hann^ retired, Lord Farn- 
ford fatd he tnOitA t6 tiave herapprobstion of die 
(Dethod Ike had propofcA for tfae^ bufincfi of 
ei^ht is the evening ; he hid, fonw weeka before, 
invited a large company to a fiurewril entertain- 
ment on their leaving town for the fnmmer, and 
hii two cngagementt muft be kept desr of each' 
other : he told her that, if Ihe had no objeflion, 
the (errke fiiould be read in the raoib where fh« 
was, and that on her promlfo that flte would occaJion 
ao interruption, a fufficient nundier of witneflea 
fiiould be' prefent ; tiax Qk muft ^ the neceMty of 
punfbiality, but, (hat if fbtrc was any thing in whar 
he propofed to which (he could rtafonaMy oh-' 
jeft, provided his compliance' was not incompa- 
tible with hig fuecefs, he woulil very willingly 
indulge her. 

She 



She wai not U all iocliaed to enter into a dif* 
pute vritli himj and tt tilling that the wai totally 
iminterefied in kis fchcmc, declared herfetf fati*^ 
fied : he leemcd equally rejoiced and rurprised at 
her placability, »id thanking her for it, fud, Your 
di^fition to oblige me, deferve* a better reward 
than bein^ again called on for frefh iavoun ; yet 
there is one particular wtuch though trivial in itfetf, 
would complete your condefccn lion.— -Con Hince - 
now feared fuch an infring*ment of hb pruniife. 
t» b« had, while Ihe was his prifoncr in the couo' 
try, been guilty of j but he foon relieved her dif- 
trelii by aiTuring her, that what he wai about to 
ajk, was what he could not doubt her very readily 
graDting.-^All I wiOi, faid he, is, that you would 
gratify nw by changing your drefs before eight 

o'clock. -—She ftaned at the requeft, and 

alkcd how he conld think it pdlible, as the had no 
cloatbs with her.-^— — I will put you in a way to 
do it, he replied, if you will follow it j 1 under- 
Hand you were to have been married in a few days, 
and I will anfwcr for U, that you would not then 
have worn mourning ; your cloaibs are, I dare fay, 
at Mr. Gs^uham'a, and if you willcoofeattoquit 
this difmal ^b, J wilKeDdatnelTage toLadyHar- 
|iet, defirisg that fuch things at you fliall enable roe 
t»dei(;rib<^ ipay be returned by my feivtnt : indulge 
^A in this if you cap, fbi I fhould be forry 
to have you dnlt in deep mourning for your 
wedding t belide tbat, ii wsuld bstvc an odd ap- 
KS , peir 
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pearance.—— Con (lance could not refrain from 
faying that her external hiibit correfponded beft 
with the fituation (he was in, but his Lordfhip 
feemed to expcfl fiich a reply> snd anfwered it 
only by repeating his rcq\ieft. 

Though (he thought complying with this unim- 
portant wi(h abruid, ftie f:vw that it was poffible to 
make it ufeful to her, as a tneflage fent to Lady 
Harriet could not fail to alarm the family ; and in 
cafe Kitty met with any obftacie, this might ferre . 
the purpofe for which ftie had employed her. She 
wondered Lord Farnford's fagacliy had fo deferted 
him, as that he did not fee be was marring hisde- 
fign, and, feaful that it (hould return to him, flic 
replied, that, if he delired it, flie ' would write a 
note to Lady Harriet inftantly.^ — No, faid he, 
I wilt not trouble you. Tell me what you would 

have, and I will be your amaniietifia. ■ She 

would have preferred writing herfelf, but as flie 
rould not hope he would fufier her note to pafs 
without ex art) i nation, the difference was immaterial, 
and flie tried to recollet!^ whar flie had befl fend for. 
Her fpirits were fo hurried, and her memory fo 
impaired by the terror flie had been in, that the 
could not name any thing, excepting the gown fhe 
Wasto wear on Saturday morning: with this, to her 
furprize. Lord Farnfbrd was camented ; and as 
one article, were it eTCi fo trifling, was fufiicient to 
inform Lady Harriet, flie forbore obferring, that 
this alone would drefs her in a vcr^r motly fijrle, and 
that 
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that fhe tnuft be partially in dttp mourning. Hi« 
LtwdQup wrote on the back of a letter, in pencil, 
what file had named, and was to appearance, ai 
perfeAly fatitfiedasif fhehadfeDt fbraUhercloaths. 
She congratulated beifelf on hii aftonifhing pri- 
vation of forefigbt, and hoped {he had an additi- 
onal fccurity from accident or difappointment of any 
. kind. 

Xhe fubjed i^ dropptd^ and Conllancc would 

gladly hare reiired ; botit was her policy to prevent 

any intjuiry for her maid, and this waj no way to 

be done but by her remaining with Lord Famford. 

She could only guefs when Kiity returned, and 

bought if fbe allowed her an hour, ai (tie had bid 

her talM ft coach, fhe might fafcly rif^ue calling for 

her. Net more than half ihai time was now expired, 

and his Lordftiip, who could not flatter bintfelf with 

the expeftation of fo long a tete-a-t^te, improved 

the opportwiity of extorciBng his rhetoric, by 

promifing wMtders of reformation, and by endea- 

Touring to pori^ade her that Lord Calome meant to 

deceive her. '■ <' 
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CUE was juA detemuned, rather to hazard 
&itty't bbi&g not y«t returned, than to mnain 
ia this lUte oE pui|[Uory, wben the door opened, 
and fhe for whom Ok was wifbing came to her with 
her.lmeUbg-bottle ; this errand ConfkaOcc under- 
floodtobeooljallgnalthatflie was cotne back;, and 
h»tng a&ed Lord Farnferd'a pemuSon to retin,' 
fte wciu with her up Qnn -. as foon as they wevc 
free froin the danger of being over-httrti, flie rt' 
ceived die jt^ful news, that her maid had gene out 
and returned, by the w»y through die offices, ub- 
obfared, and that Oie h^ earned the letter to St. 
Jatoes's Place ; but Copflance's i^fure ww a 
ItitleNsbBted by bearing, that Lord C^ohk was 
at the time from home ; yet, as a flri^ chai^ was 
left to give it to him immediately on his return, fhe 
hoped, that though his unfortunate abfence nught 
delay her releafe, it was not the left cenain. 

Enlivened by the expedadon of being foon freed 
from the danger that furroundcd her, and by the 
profpeil of bang ia a veiy fliort time in a liiuation 
SDWhldt at leafl fhe had dot Lord Famford to fear, 
flie turned hei thoughts towards rewarding and 
fecuring 
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fecuring Kitty. She thcrcfoce adviffid her, that a* 
tooa as Lord-Calorne cumv to g;o te ButUq^od- 
Areet, whither Ihc would on her enlargenKot follow 
her; but Ihe found it diiGcAtlt toprcvjul on Kitijr 
to leave her: Mifi Fitzarthur bowerer urged il^ 
and conTiDcbg her that Lord Calcmie would not 
quit the houfe without her, flie promifcd to cany 
Lady Harriet the news of her niiilrefa't deliveiy 

Conliance now wiOied to put herfclf as much tm 
polEble in Lord Calorne'i way, which flie could 
not focffeaually do at by being with Lord Famford, 
yet thii wa» fo difagreeablc to her that fhe made 
her anxiety yield, and refotved to ftay where flw 
was. Thoitgh her perturbatioo increafed evciy 
tnoment, and the leafi noife awjJcened her attent)<»i, 
a* Ibe had little to fear and every thing to hope from 
her cban^ioo'9 courage and condud, fhe wa5 not 
unhappy ; anticipating what the waited ibr, ihe 
began to doubt her being able to bear the; eiceffiwe 
joy of feeing Lord Calorne, as Ihe could not ezgo^ 
toinow of hJB arriral till he came to ^cr ; fh« djK;f<l- 
ed whaterer might,' even &r the fljortefl tiijw, 
detain her, and thcKfore eodcaTourcd cq prcpaue 
heLt&lf for hit fudden entrance, often feqdtng, iKitty 
to hearken on the ilairB, if the beard », door jflilU 
or a. Arange nuce. . 

Near two houn were tbui ^po>V ^ CpniUoc^'ii 

hope* were wound up to ,ai great a height aa well- 

iouodcd MjjM^WioB vlucb a. £ew niautet nught 

Cfwveit 
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convert into a certwnty could raife them. While 
■ Ihc wag indulging in the delightful idea of being 
fooa rcfcued from her imprifonment, and from an 
importunity yet left tolenbie, a meflage wag brought 
to her from Lord Farnford, defiring to fpeak with 
her. ' Surely,* replied Con()ance» when Kitty 
had delivered ihit re'qucd, ' XyOtd Calome ig come 

* and I (hall be peaceably giren up ; I thank God 

* (or it ; but aik if Lord Farnford has any body 

* with him, for perhaps I fliall be too much fur- 

* prized.' Her pleafmg apprehenfion was removed 
by hearing that her guardian was alone ; and, 
though fomewhat difappointed, (he obeyed his 
fummons, unable to guefs at his bufi;ief£, jet 
fiatlering herfelf die had nothing to fear. 

■ When the fervant who waited opened the door of 
The room where hia lordfliip was, he advanced to 
meet her, and leading her to a chair, he apologized 
for his fending for her, iafiead of coming to her. 
From his , preface, which was delivered in a ftyle . 
the moft ceremonious, ConAance could gather 
nothing ; file therefore defired to know his Lord- 
flUp's hulinefi with her. "^ My dear Mfs Fitz- 
" Mthur," he anfwered, " I am ceruin you con- 
*' fider tne at thit moment as a man governed by 
"** hiA paffions, obftinate, incapable of reafoninff, 
** and bent only on felf-g ratification, withoct r^ 
" garding the eafe and happinefs of others ; but I 
■*' will now convince you, that in your ideas of me 
" you are miAaken ; I will convince you, thatyour 
** happinefs, abftra£ted from my own, is the ol^eft 
*' laim 
Coo>;lc 
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" I aim at ; and when you are fatislied of thi« truth 
" you will not, I hope, fcruple to believe my profef- 
" om of lore for you fuch as you would wilh them 
" and that I would forego any advantage rather 
" than you (houldfubmit to injury." 

She now almoft repented what flic had laid of 
Lord Farnford in her tetter cq Lord Calome ; fhc 
believed, though his convi^on had arrived late, 
that he faw the hopeleflhefi, the madnefs, and 
the criminality of his defign, and wai forry (he had 
fo nearly wrefted from him the merit of generoufly 
refloring her ; he now appeared to her another 
being, and (he coQld hardly reftrain^r exprelfions 
of gratitude while he proceeded. " 1 fee," con- 
tinued he, " you behcve me ; but hear me with 
" patience; you have been cruelly treated, you 
" have been impofed uppn, and advantage has 
*' been taken of your unfufpe^ng temper ; the 
" man who has decaved you (hall be punifhed as 
" he defervei, and you (hall this day be fe'cured 
'* from his artifices ; he Ihallfufier for his duplicity, 
" by feeing; you placed out of the reach evtfn of 
'* his wilhes, and you (hall no more be expofed to 
" infult or impofition ; henceforward you Ihall n- 
" gard me as your proteflor, your deliverer from 
" an evil, that, had it fallen on you, Would have 
*' cruflied you to atoms ; andy if your lenfe of the 
" a^nt is too great to allow ctf ytmr forgtrihg it, 
" my fword ihall revenge it." . 

; Nearly 
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I'^rly overcome trith joy and gratitude, fbc 
anfwercd not a word, but burlt into tears : " You 
" laiBCDt his bafen«ft," refumed Lord Faruford, 
" but you muA not honour him wttli your tears t 
•' he U a wretch undeferving of your pity ; coofidcr 
*' what he hat done, and ruufe your iudignation 
*' againft him." ' The injuriei 1 have bsroe," 
replied flie, in a fcarcely audible Tcrice, ' are eer- 

* laialy great ; but m the atonement offered all 
' fcnfe of them is forgotten.' " What atonement ?" 
interrupted hi* lordfliip, ** he has put it out of hia 
" power to make you any reparation." ' Nofurc- 
' ly,' replied Conftance, ' you may yet reftore me 

* to my friendt, qnd by thai »& of geaerolity in fur* 

* my forgivcDcft of all that ii pafi.' *' And how 
" (houldl then," laid he, " dircharge my promift; of 
** protp^Ungyou f It would eventually be betray 
" ing j-ou, to give y«i up to thofe whom you ftyle 
** your fiicndi ; tbey have, fb ^ at thejr power ex* 
" tended, rendered you an objeA <^ CMHempt; 
** and I doubt not will citn themfthM fiiJl further 
*' toinyolveyouin my ruin and infamy." ' My 

* lord,* interrupted Coa&aace, amazed and alarn^ 
edi ' I do not wdetfiand y«u : the friend* I mea> 

* arc fucb'— ^-" My daar madam," interruptwl 
Iiii tordilup, *' hare patjanoe for a. moment, s^ I 
" vHU CQMvinsp ynu wbat tho&.frienda atv; and 
*^ yan will* when yioa kopw ^Km prQpai'l)'. ow>> 
** that I, whom you row tbwlc ibfi i)eitir«y«F "f 
'* y^in peace, am the preferrer of it ; you Ihall 

" own, 
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" owi^ that I faav« fluelded you fi'oni thegreatcA 
" Husfortuae that could have befallen you; and that 
" I iaye {^ucd you a conflid in which the TtfUuy' 
" of reafon orer loTO mufi have coft you amiy 
" pangs ; but 1 fee you do not comprehend my- 
*' meaning ; tnift then the evidence of your fight, 
" tot perhap* you will fUU doubt that of youc 
** bearing." Saying theft- word*) he reached from 
a table a twwfpaper, which he put into her hsnd» 
pointing out to her dnterratioa the fioUowi^ panw 
gi^h. 

" YeAerday ewniagirM macriad, by a %icial 
lioance^ at St. i- 't ■■ ■■■— " - n ■ > Lerd 
VifitMint Cahmci oely Cm <tf dte Ea^I of Or- 
nungton, to fiCft SkUov. of Upper Harl^- 
flreet." 

The dirappetatment and mortification wlucb 
Confiance fiilt, in difcoTcriag that fbc had mif- 
nnderfloadLord Farnfotd weceinconQ^Tabty great} 
but (fail intelKgeiice, wUch flw cooGdcted ■• the 
h& ttan of impoStioni ezdted her cosleiBpt more 
than her anger ; Ihe bid the paper again o« the 
odHie, and fiud, *■ CouU your lordfliip confider me 

* fit totally igniKaMof the w«rld w not to know 

* dmt fuch iafcttianj at thefe an frequently without 

* fbondatiiKit and that any iaterefied pcribo may 

* propagate a repen by luch mesne ?* " Yoa 
" fufpeA then," he replied, " that I an the author 
*' of this paragraph," ' N6t pofitively that ym 

* are,' file aitfv«red| ' but it ii fbmc perfoa inteFG& 

'e4 
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* ed ID what they have aflened ; however, it maf- 

* ter» litrle whence the &irchood fpfings ; it will 

* not impofe on me.' ** But it is of importance to 

* me," returned Lord Farnford, warmly, " to 
" prove, or endeavour by every means in my pow- 
" er to prove, that your furpicions of me are 
" groundlefs ; for may I never again be believed 
" if I infertcd, caufed to be infertfd, or knew of 
** the infertioa of thi« article." * YoU may fpare 

* your protelbtions,* faid ConAance, * it is fcarcety 
' worth denying-^t can do no mifchief.' ^ -You 
•* will not tfara bttieve me ?" he replied. * I will 
' believe,* imfwercd ffaes *" all you have direftly 

* aflertetl ', but yet the ardcle may faave been put 
' in by Ibroe one who knows yott wiflied me to be- 

* lievc it.* " That I think hardly probable," faid 
hiilordfhip, " of tUs I can afliire you, that I read 
** it with atmuch'furprize as you could have felt j 
" not becauie I thought it wa» a falfebood, but 
*' becaufe I imagined Galorne would 'have kept it 
" out of the papers, and in-not dcnng- To, 1 cannot 
*' admire his prudence," ' I dare &y,' replied 
Conlhnce, ' Lord Calorre is as tittle concerned 

* about it as I am ; he wUl sot be uneafy at my 
' feeing it,' for for he will know I' oavnot believe it ; 
*' and- to convince you,* flia continued, ' of the 

* impoflibility of tmpofins; on me to fcis prejiiditc; 
' I wit! tell you, that laft night, in palling the 

* church mentioned in- that paragraph, I'faw bia 

* cdr^iage wiling amotfgft feveral other*; I was told 
' ' tbere 
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* there wai i wedding, and yet I vm not at all 
' jealous ; nor will any thing make me fufpcA one 
' who has behaved fo honourably and Co aSeAionatc* 
' ly to me, when it was his intercA to have deferted 

* me.* 

" Well," cried the earl, " you are blelTed with 
*' an ample portion of incredulity, yet I think it 
" would not be amift to inquire into the report, for 
" finding that it ii true will be the only way of 
** perfuading you that it did not originate with me. 
** I am well aware that newTpaper infOTinatioti ii 
** not authcHity, yet I do believe that in thti in- 
" fiance u may be reUed upon, and your feeing hii 
** carriage is a flrong fupport of my o[umon." 

* He imght be at the church,' faid Couflance, 
' though not for die. purpofe of marrying Mifi 

* Ecklow, for that I am coofidcnt is iropoffibte.* 
" Do not be fo pofitivej** returned Lord Famfbrd, 
" did he ever mention to you that he wa» to be at 
" that church yellerday evening ?— Did he fay he 
'* was to be prcfent at the marriage of any friend 
" or relation ? If he did, that will account for 
** his being there j if he Jid not, you mult not 
" think I judge raftily if I fay, he could have no 
" modve for keeping fuch an engagement fecret 
" from you, but fear that you fliould find out his 
" deceit," ' He did not fay any thing of it, it is 
' true,' anfwsred Mifs Fitzarthur, ' it is probable 
' he forgot it, for' I faw him only a very fliort time 
' in the mornir.g-' " It is not imfoffble," faid his 

lordfliipi 
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lordfliip, " if h« did not mention any engigement 
*' for the remainder of the day ; but recoUeift- 
** whether you heard him fay he had bufinefa in 
*' tha evening, or wa* obliged to be prefent sit foiy 
" mecdng ; for if he could remember fo much, I 
" cannot beUete he forgot it uniaieotlonally."— 

* I remember,' replied ConftEoce^ ' thai when hft 
*- wa* gmng I afted him if we fliould fee hiia » 
** dinmr, and ke faid^^o, for Aat he had 'fta in* 

* Ttutioii which he. cotdd not rcfufe t »^ whea I 
*' fanr Mr. Gayabjun, he told me it ww at Miw 

* Eotlow'a tfaathe nu to dioat wd yet I ais u«C9t>- 
*■ vinced.' ** Wh.y iritat proof wwild ymt ba«0 ?** 
ISiid Lord Famfierd, ** you cmnot maiatwn youi' 
'f apwiaik, dMt he forgot vbfon he w*a en^ge^ r 
" wilefi ym fvppoft bim to be fo much in love a» 
** to hvreloShiiwiti." * Mishi b« not,' r^tMoed' 
l]t4 ' fa^n a theufaod reafoni for not iafennins 
*- mK «f it f<— vbu right hare I to bt mode 90- 
^ qwainCed with the manncf is which hi* tiqae '» 
" fpcnt f—it it hard indeed if h< it to account ia 

* me for every hour of the day : if he it fatiiJied 
*• that hit time u properly employed, it i> fufficient, 

* I Ihall Bcrar interfere in hi> eugagemcnu.' 

" You have," replied his tord^p, " an inficx- 
'* ible good opinion of Cilome ; yet, unkfs I atn 
" more iiupo&d on than ever credulity was, you 
*' acs decdved in him : can you think him (a much 
** abore morulity u to be impeccible ? — doea ha 
" never confult fclf-ititcrcf(, and endeavour to mako 
*' circum- 
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** circumftucei cooferni to hii wi&as ? Befide, 
*' how do you know what thieati hii father migfct 
** ufe } His duty and hu intereft led one muft 
-« and do you tlunk lui Mtiant afbm«ar would re- ' 
*** &^ bin from complyins with Lord Ormingttm's 
'" conUnaniU ? How cm you be re^ioitfible for ini 
** afSoni, or. for thofe of any one ?" ' ^ or bis 
'* aAioas,' rqdied Canibiice, * I can fafefy become 
'* nifponfiblc, and would mfwer tor hii intq^rity 

* nitfa my lile : Lord CxImbc it truly a aoblcnaii : 

* he. hat given Upall that fome would call valuaUe 

* for my lake, and no perfliaSott* you can ufo, no 
'* proof you can adduce, fhall make me for 'a 
■* tBotnent thiidt ill of him.' " Well," reJMned 

LoidFsmford, ** I wilt put you to the ceil: you fay 
" ymi would anfwec for bis honour with .your life ; 
" tvill youallow he ttas forfeited it if'he has married 
** Mlf» Eoklow i" * Certainly,' &id (he, ' and his 
(bufes too.' " Then will you," faidhit lordlhip, 
" fuppofing I clearly and incontrorertibly pro»e to 
" you that he has married her, coofent freely and 
" ToluQtarily to accept me in his ftead ?" ' Will 
' you,' returned ConHance, 'provided you ful'to 
' jHOreit, promife immediately to fet me at liberty 

* andreibreme, inthe(btelamin,n> my friends?' 

" That requires delihcration," be apfwoedi 
"■ not that I doubt being able to, prove what I hfre 
" advamred, but, as I canoet teU what fort of :proof 
" would be foffident to fatisfy your incitdiulity, 
",y0UWilI,iiJw«yil»»Vcit in.ysur.paaxstsdeeltre 
« yoarfelf 
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" you rfelf u neon viDced, and to inlill on my giving 
*' you up ; what leftimonials are necellkry to your 
" beliering it P" ' Such,' faid (he, ' as a reafon- 

* able difinterefled perfon would think fufEcient— 
' a copy of the rcgifter, figned by the clergyman 

* who performed, the ceremony, if it wer<: not Mr. 
' Metward, would convince me.' " I take your 
" oBFerthen," replied Lord Farn&rd, " you fliall 
*' depart as you are, if I do not make good what 
*' I have aflerted ; but then you muft on your part 
-" confent to my propofal." ' I am thoroughly 

' convinced,' faid Conftance, * that you have 
' undertaken more than you can perform, that I 

* might fafely promife ; yet 1 cannot think myfelf 

* juAilied in putting fuch a matter on any tifque.* 
" Then 1 retraii," interrupted he. ' No, rather,' 
replied (he, ' I will venture to bind myfelf ;— ^I 
'. agree lo what you offer.' " Then I wiih you 
" joy, madam, for you are mine," cried his lord- 
fli'ip, " the Right Honourable Couotefs of Fam- 
*' ford fhall have the (atisfaftion {he afks ; I am 
" fure I can procure it for her, or flie may procure 
" it for herfelf, if fflie fufpedb me of any trick." 

■' You are, replied Mifs FitJiarthur, ' m»ft egrcgl- 
' oufly duped, if voureally think youcanprodueeit-' 
" I will at leaft try," feid he, " but if you plbafc 
" you fhall writer note to the miniHeryourfelf, aifd 
*' and fend it by any one of the fervants, left I miy 
" impofe on- you ; or, if you do not chufe to truft 
•.' my people, ■!« a.portsr be ftnt for." She fkid 
(he 
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ftie fhould be Tatisfied with hearing the tneflage he 
fent, and he wrote a Doie to Dr. — ■'■■ " , which 
he Ihewed to her, defiring to know if Lord Calome 
was or was not married ih^ preceding eveniog to 
Mil's Eckiow ? He then rang for one of the foot- 
men, to whom, in Conftance'a fight, he gave the 
commitlion. The opeanefs of his condud on this 
occadloa took away ail fear of impofitlon, and fbc 
did not doubt but the anfwer -would intitle her to 
. her enlargement. 
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AS there was nothing now to detain her below, 

. and fome time raufi elapfe before the meflenger 

■returned, flie chofe to retire to her apartment, and 

was gtnng, when Lord Farnfard tecoUe^d Tome- . 

thing which he h!id forgotten to tell her ; and this 

was, that he. had Tent to Lady Harriet for her 

. ctothei. She wai obliged to conceal the joy this 

mfonnation occafioned her, left he fhould difcoTet 

her hopes aad couotcnaand bis orders ; and with 

mon 
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rame laiigmiie expeaations dun emr of being foon 
frccdf either by I^id Farnbrd'i performwce of 
the compAd between them, by Lord Calorne's 
conripg, or by whatever method tAdy Harciet 
ifright purTue when fhewas alarmed by the me&gtj 
jbe coDununkated to her mud the increafe of her 
hope. 

Tet, notmdiilaiuUngherdeliTSTaoGeBDw^pcar- 
■■d within reach, her fpirita were much agitated and 
opprelTed ; and when flie confidcred, diat ffliould 
Lord Calomc arrive before the aofwer to the mef- 
fage juft fent to the clergyman, his life might be in 
danger from Lord Farnfbrd's fury, flie wai almoft 
forty, fince fhe had obtained a conditional promife, 
as good in her opinion as if it had been abfotutc, that 
flie had espofed her defender dlher to his rage or 
his infult. She now grew exceffively anxious, foe 
it was within a few minutes of^one o'clock, and flic 
fuppofed that by thi» linK Lord Calome mufl have 
been at home, as he was always regular and pun^al. 
Kitty tried to calm her, by reminding her that it i 
muft be bufinefs that bad called him out fo early, 
and it might detain him ; her miftrefs concurred in 
the fuppolition, and thought herfelf fecure, bdcaufe 
Jhe knew he had engagecl company to dine 'with 
him at his hoiire ; and, as fht had nothing to^read 
at wotft tin right o'ckiclr, flie wiu ootdeaf to roifon, 
■but tun^ her thoughts toward* the pleafing fide 
«f' her profpc^ ckeared'by confiiferinj dnrt t&e 
kext (lay would remoVe in horftzrl. 

la 
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In a (hort time flie heard fomeboJy coming up , 
flair*, and fending Kitty before her, ihe went out 
to thi: door to look who it wits, when {he wai met 
by a man-fervant with a large caravan in bU hand, 
which he faid was for her, and gave her the key. 
It was carried into the room, and ffae immediately 
opened it, imagining that it came from Mr. Gayn- 
ham'i, and yet condemning this conjeiS^re as ab- 
fiird ; but a note which lay at the top of its other 
contents declared it to bejoft, and to her amMemeot 
(he faw that not only her gown, hut her hat, cap, 
and every article of her drefs for the next morning 
was fent : ihe (hook with fiar, for which flie could 
fcarcely allign a caufe, and read thefe words in Lady 
Harriet's writing i' ' 

" I hardly know, my dear, whether I had beft 
*' fend.only thofe things in which you have.exer- 
*' cifed your tafte and judgment, or all the detail 
" of your drefs ; but yet I think I ihall err left 
*' t>y fending too much than too little, ai perhaps 
" youmay chufetocomc to usdreft. 

" I am in hifte, yet with the fmcereft efteem and 
" affedion— do let me anticipate a few hours, and 
" fiibferibe myfclf, 

" Your very happy fifter,— 

•' H. GAYNHAM." 

vov m. X .Wliat 



Wh« artifice had been employed to deCeWe La3y 
Harriet, was not to be fathomed ; but that (be wai 
not, as Conllance cxpedied ber to have been, 
alarmed, wat evident, aiid (he fcon found her rait- 
take, in imagining the bad over-reach^ Lord Farn- 
ford. A third part of her hopes, was now vamlhed, 
and fhc felt tnortiiied at the difappointroent ; jiet 
fatiified that her two remaining refources were ia- 
foUiblc, fhe would not indulge in a difpolition to 
lament. - A gentle tap at the door again roused her ' 
e?pedaiions, and Ibe £ew acrofs -the room to re- 
ceive, as fhe thought, the wekome tidings ; but 
Sm waa again deceived in her moft fanguine hope, 
for it wu a recjuefl from Lord Famfbrd, that fhe 
would come down -to have the aufwer lent to his 
note. She was once more elevated by the profpeS 
of a decifive vifloty, and feeing his Lordfliip con- 
founded by bia own endeavours ; and, taking her 
eloalt with her, that flie might not have occalion to 
return to bcrfceneef mifery, or be obliged to- watt 
m unnecelCvy moment, the followed the ferraat 

The anfwer returned to I,ord Tarafbrd*s query 
wu fealed, and he had iiot yet opened it ; be ^ave 
it to Conllance, who read it ; it waa from the rai- 
nifler of the parifli, aitd to this effefl : — ' That he 
was extremely forty hecovld mot oblige Lord Farn- 
ford with the information be required, but that, if 
lie would do him the honour to meet him at the 
vcSry, he ibould, at any time he would appoint 
5 . fti 
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te the regifter : that he was fo far at liberty at to 
be aiiowedtodeclare, that MifsEcklowwa* married 
tbe preceding eveaiog, though to whom it was the 
mlh of the panics Ihould for a far days remain x 
fecret. 

This was not tbe fatisfaiftion CoofUnce had ex* 
petied i Ihe was flaggeied, but far from convinced 
that it was to Lord Calorae that Mifi Ecklow was 
married. Lord Farnford candidly acknowledged, 
that this did not amount to a proof, though it af- 
forded bitn dill Itronger reafon to believe bis infor* 
mation true. He propofed to Conftance their grv 
ing together to fee the regifter, aa that would at 
<Mice convince her i^ the fafl ; but from the fear of 
miiCng Lord Galome, flic declined it. On her re- 
fufiag this, which was undoubtedly a fair offer, 
Lord Farnford faid, the ought either to declare 
herfeif convinced of what he had endeavoured to 
prove, or to futffr him to produce fuch other evi- 
dence, aa would fupport his aflertion ; but her rea- 
fons for not going, were too firong to be difpenfed 
with ; and his Lordlhip, perhaps fearing that, if 
Ihe went againft her will, flie might give him caufe 
to repent his corapullion, was driven to contrive 
another niiethod to perfuade her of the truth of that 
which it ivas effendal to his fuccefs that he ihould 
bdieve : .he therefore with her approbation, fent to 
the parilb clerks de&ing to fpcak with him imme< 

diatcly. 

La Fear 
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Fear on thb fubjed now fird entered Conflance** 
heart ; but it was not fear that Loi'd C^Iome had do 
ceived'her: fter apprehenfion arore-from forefedng ■ 
faat, thoiig;b what Lfrd-Farnford wa* evening him- - 
fetf to prove, was falfe, yet be might find means 
fu'f!icient to impoFe' on her, and this fufpicion hit 
confidence and bra liretmous endeavours warranted. 
She foromoned all ber powers ol reafon, ragacity, 
and caution, to defeat his purpofe, recollcftir^ all 
the proifufeB l>y ifhich lord Calornc had boond 
himft;!?, his generofity, his difintcrefted love for 
lier, and fhc renunciation he had made to <>btain 
her; and flic concluded, that it -wa* as impoflible 
that becoulJbf guilty of any diflionourable aft, at 
(be fonad it difficult to believe ill of him j refolving 
fleadily, that, as nothing ought, aothing fliould fo 
for miflead as to rconvince her. 

Her natural -avetfinn to Lord Famford, and the 
tumultuous anxiety of her mind, made ber wilbto 
■fpend as little .time as poffible with him, yet, as her 
abfence at the opening of. the fceae between him 
and the man for whom he had lent, might aSorA 
an opportunity of tatnperlng with him, and her flay 
might defeat this, Ibc remained where file was, and 
beard his Lordlhip reiterate his protcftations of love 
for her, and bis deteftation of hit rlval'« conduit, 
with an indiSereucc only to be accounted fm' by the 
foveteign contempt Ihe enterlauied' for Lord C»- 
Joroc's accufer, andber eulogift./ 

.The 



Tlie clerk of St. 's parlih livedat no great 

Alluice from Portman-fquare ; be was from home, 
and was not espcfted to return m lefs than two 
hotirs ; a delay which added to Conllance's motti-; 
fications, and made her think her deliverance was 
referred for Lord Calorne's hand, who It COuUl 
hardly be doubled, would be with her before the 
expiration of thar.time. The fervant was feiK 
' again, to defire he'tnightcome as foan as he could j 
and, Conftance'a diUlke of her companion getting 
the better of other confiderationa, 0ic went up to 
wait her liberation where Ihe was not- reArained 
-.from faying flie eipeftcd it. , . 

The clock ftruck threcj and every carriage that 
: rolled in the feature awakened her attention: the 
room (he was in was at the back of the houfe, and the 
doors of the front apartments were locked, fo that 
flie wa» obliged to rely on the informatkm of her 
.tars ; a fuccdSon of thundering rap* ralfed her 
Ikopef , but difappointraent was ever the coofequence, 
«nd ibe became more anxious than ever. 

She was not long allowed to indulge herrdf ia 
.the anticipation of the feiieity in view, for Lord 
Farnfard again called her down, and meeting h«r 
at, the foot of the Aairs, a&ed her confent to 
fending to Lord Calornc's houfe for informauon on 
the point in queftjon : to this (he readily agreed, 
and the msn who had lived at Mrs. Gaynham'a was 
told to go, as of himfelf, and to learn from the 
Cervuits, whether their Lord was not married. 

1-3 Lord 



Lord Fanrford now, a» if more confident of 
fuccdi than ever, urged her to employ this in- 
lerval in dreffing for the evening, and faid he 
^oped Lady Harriet had fent every thing (he could 
want ; (he replied that it was of little importance, 
for thai fhe iruHed (he thould have no occalion to 
make ufe of any of the things while the was in that 
koufe; this produced another altercation oa th« 
probtbtlity and improbability of his lordChip'* fub- 
fianpating hii charge^ from which {he could g<l 
no relief till the ftrrant who had been fent to St. 
Jamet'f-place returned and related the particulan 
he had coUcAed i Tie faid he had feen the butt4r 
and the houfe-keeper, who boih told him Lord C»- 
lome wai certainly married, though it was keft 
fecrct ; that he had dined the day before at Mf. 
Ecktow's, chat his lotdflnp and another gcnleHHB 

went together to St. ■ ■ '« church, and Adt 

Mr. Ecklow's coach, with two ladies and ■ geniW- 
nun, . folloA-td : that in returning ^m church 
Lord Calornc and one of the ladies went in the 
chariot, and followed Mr. Ecklow's coach a litde 
way, when the coachman was flopped, and or- 
dered to dti»e as fcft a» he could to a houfe m 
Piccadilly where they got out, and hia Lordfliip 
Tent his carriage and fernanti home i he added 
that all his fervants appeared in great coofufion, 
and wondered that Lord Calornc had ilot either 
been at home or fent to them fince-he weaf oi« 
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St four the preceding day, as he hid not told 
iBem he (hould fleej;) abroad, and he wa* to have 
feveral friend» to dine with him, but that they ex- 

peded him every minute, Aod h this, faid 

Conilance, all the rcafon Lord Calorne's fervantt 

had for fuppofing he is married ? O no, ma'iun,. 

he replied, they arc furcof it, for they have all 
warning, excepting one footman, and my Lord 
when he gave it thenitold them he mull part with 
them becaufc he was to be-married before the week 
wai out, and moreover' promifed them a quarter** 
wages. — Lord Faroford locked at Mifa Fitzarthur 
who remained' equally unmoved and UDcoovmced : 
Ihe concluded that they hadmitconArued what they 
faod fecn, and~tacking to it what they had heard, 
and which Ihe knew, related to herfelf, had drawn 
an erroneoui conriufiao^ The roeflenger ivat (Uf- 
. mtfled. Lord F&ri^iird tried to perfuade her to ad- 
mit thi( as final evidence, aod found that nothing 
which did not exclude the poflibility of error tf ould- 
veigb 4gainft ber.drong prepofTeHiotii 
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SH E now fulpe^ted that Lord Fuaford hoped 
to weary her out by prodi^cing proof after 
proof, and therefore told him that he muA fee fame 
boundi to his attempts, as the brioging an hundred 
people to repeat what flie had heard would not con- 
vince her, and' he might detain her a long while if 
trifilag reports were to be attended to and coUefted 
for the purpofe of drawing inferences from them : 
the evidence of fome one muft be conclufive, and 
Ihe willied it to be that of the man fent for. Hia 
Lordflup admitted the trutt of her obfervaiion, and 
it was agreed that her fate fhould be detemuned by 
what the clerk of St. *i fhould fay, pro- 
vided, on the one band, that he was prefent at the 
wedding, and on the other, that he appeared un- 
biafTed. 

This point was, much to the faiisfaflion and en- 
couragement of her whom it fo nearly concerned* 
juft fettled, when the arbitrator of her doom ar- 
rived. Lord Farnford oiFercd to'leave the room, 
that (he might put fuch queAions to the man as (he 
thought 
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thought proper, and be jranvinccd that he wa» not 
cither awed or tutored- She was by this caodid 
propofal freed from all fears refpe^ing the truth 
of what fhe was to hear, ^d Ibc de&red his Lord- 

. fcip to inicrrftgate him.— Was there, faid his Lord: 
fliip, a wedding- at your church yeftcrday evening ? 
— Yes, repUed.ihe man^ a fpecial liceocei. the Doc- 

■ tor himfelf officiated. — And who were the pirtiei 
married ? faid his Lordfhip. — Lord Calome and 

Mifs Ecklow, replied he. —The Earl fixed his 

eyes on Conllaiiee-; (he changed coloul',, hut im- 
inediaiely recollecting herfelf, flie faid- that there 
mufi be fotne miflake, for that it was impolfible it 
could be fd ; X»rd Calorne might be at the wed- 
ding, but it could not be he that was married to 
Mifs Ecklow.— —The man^ offended by her f up* 
poling it pofiiblc that he could err^ rejoined^ Not 
be he, Ma'am ? why I Hood as clafe to him as I 
am to this chair, and I could not be miflaken.— 
Have you, faid Lord Farnford, feen the regifter.— • 
Yet, replied the witnefs ; but I will not (ay I 
minded that paniculaily ; for we were all b a hurry 
then, and we, have- had nothing to do this morn- 
ing.—^— This reflored Mifs Fitzarthur's confidence^ 
and fhe afted hinihow he could then be certain of 
the truth of what he had aovanced. — Why Ma*am» 
(aid he, I have known my Lord Calorne frorii a. 
hoy a£ high as my Aick, and its very odd if I'm not 
to be truftcd j it is in one of the papers thia morn- 
ing, and bc&des, 1 believe I We a. note- in my 
L S ' pocket 
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pocket that he fcnl the day before yc(lcrd«y to the 
Doftor. I thinit the DoAor gave it me. — burin* 
(be tormenting fufpenfe of a pocket fcrutinj-. Lord 
Faraford faid. Now, BTrii Fitzarthur, what do 
you fay ? incredulous ftill ?— Yes, flie aofwered, 
bat I hope foon to be fadsfkd, for this muff dilco- 
ytT the myftery.— Th? ptper wa» now foand, and 
his Lordlhip, watching her countenance every mo- 
ment, read thefc words : 

' Lord Calorne prefenta hb compUmenti 
' to Ih'. ■, tnfonns him, diac MiCi Ecklow 

* has named nine o'clock to-morrow erening for 

* the cetemoay, and begs cdre may be taken that 

* they are not ncedtefsly detained. They Hkewife 

* join in very caraeAly requeftii^, that this intended 

* marriage may bekeptfe<ret> 

* St. James's Place, Wedncfday.' 

Confiance now trembled ; but recalling a confi- 
dence which (he now feared began to delert her, fiie 
took the paper, faying flie was certain it could not 
be of Lord Calorne's writing ; but her eyes t<i* 
{oan convinced her, that Oie was at leaA ia this par- 
ticular, deceived: infidelity could not rejeil fucb 
evidence, human fortitude could not wSthftand the- 
blow : all care for herielf, all folicitude to conceal 
- that flic yielded to the convidUon, fbrlbok her : ihe 
was infenfible to every thing but this new misfor- 
tune J and with her hands and eyes raifed,'eiclairo- 
ing,— Oraooui Ood! it it p6£ble ? can he have 
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(ftceived'nw? afanofl too fuddealy fori Lord Frih- 
fbrd to fare her from &Uing oa the floor,- fbe^mted.. 
It WM fo long before flw recovered,' that it waS' 
matter of dou,bt; whether any farther calamity' could 
ever rcachher;, aiul Kitty, who had been called in^. 
gave her over for dead ; but his Lordllup, though 
alarmed, faw.thjs tra» a natural confequeace of the 
fiiock, and irufted, that with it his gtcateft diffi- 
culty was.OTer :. he therefore behdd her' return to 
life, noLwith rurprizc,.butwith exceftive joy; Kid 
having difiiuired the fervants, endeavoured tt> per- 
fuade her from confidefations of injury fuffered, 
and prudence to he eicrcifed, to r^Ht fatitlied with 
that which was now become her lot. On this fub-^ 
je£l, it required the utmoft caution to fpealc; dif- 
patch Wits allixoecelTary, and he tried to foothe her 
into cat mnefa, while heartfully f»td whatever coukt' 
excite her indignation againfl his rival : flie waf . ~ 
incapable of making any reply ;. (he was almoS- 
ftupiiied, and flie knew nothing but that he on^ 
mbofe faith {he could have relied in the greatell 
extremity, who had proved his finceiity beyond 
ail difpute by the facriiices he had made, and to- 
whom the lotted for an exeqtption frotn mifery, had- 
ttnproviricedly, umccotutably, and lOoA perfidiouflji 
deferted her. 

It did not occur to her thattbds decifion waMmljp- 

4he prelude to cme (Ull more dreadful, till Lor4 

Fxroford, uadtle M forbear urgiag hiiowncutfe^ 

L6 Cud 
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faid, wkh the moft undaunted conMcnce, that hv 
Ihould now claim the place in her heart which Lord 
Calonie had fo jutlly forfeited. Thii awakened her 
to a remembrance of her fituation, and to fliun his 
importunity, flic begged (be might be left alone ; 
he inftanity quitted the roon, bat lent bcr maid to 
her, whofe prefence was no refiratnt on her grief: 
what caufed it, Kitty knew not, «nd fhe earnelll/ 
entreated to be acquainted with it, afluHng her 
miSrafi that fite would r^fque, not only Lord Farn- 
fiird'a anger, but her own life for her fervice, and 
endeavouning to raife her hopes, by reminding her, 
that Lord Caiome mufl in a very Gion time, re- 
?eafe her, begging her, as (he had hitherto Ihewn 
fuch fortitude, to keep up hor fpirit, a little longer ; 
the recoUeiSioD of this expired hope, enabled her 
to account for the change in her, and Ae related the 
too fubflantial caufe of her a{BiAion. Kitty waa • 
almoft as ill able to bear the (hock as her mi(i 
ireft, yet (he flrove to conceal what (he felt, 
and hoped it was not true ; biN of this not » (ha- 
dow of probability remaining, (he could only 
comfort Mifs Fitzanhur, by faying that Lord Ca- 
iome might Dill come to her, for that he was not ob- 
iigti becaufe he was married to leave Iter in a place 
where Ihe vai in danger, and he furely could not 
be fo cruel after Qie bad delired to- fee hun> After 
having, from whatevcs motiye, fo- bafely itifap- 
pMnted her, Conftance could not fuppofe he. had 
'» Ipaik odT fuch aSc&ioa for h«i as would promp 
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hiin to this undeitaldiigi nor could ihe tither hope 
DTwifhit i for, if his dercition of her wai voluntary* 
it would be unpardonable iropnidence to ac^pt 
his proteftioD when he to well knew her partiality 
for bim, and, if he had been compelled to lb vil- 
lainous an aA, it argued a flexibility of foul 
icarcely cred&lc, and his affection for her depri- 
Tcd her of every fecurity. 



CHAP. XXIX. 



R O U M B N T. 



WHEN the violent perturbation of her 
mind fubfided into filent grief, her maid 
pcrfuaded her to lie down cm the bed, to which, 
more to avoid importunity than in the hope of re^ 
lief, (he confented, and left [be parlour; but the 
(bon found it impoffible to continue long in any 
pofture : her intellefli ri&ng from the Itroke that bad 
Uuanrd her, furniflted every moment fieOx fources 
ol 
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«F forrow, and infteod of extending; her view* tO' 

the confequence of thit dreadful convifltpn. Die, 
like her partners in afHif^ion, recurred to the cftufe 
of the calamity, and bewildered herfelf in trying 
to difcoTcr from what impulfe Lord Calome had' 
a£ted: (he could, not conceive it poffibLe,that he: 
hod unifoilaly intended to deceive fier, nor imagtne- 
th&t the fear of Lord Ormington's refentment had 
prevailed on him: what it was not, was mucli. 
cafier to decide than what it was, and Ihe was. 
obliged to difconcinue the purfulr. 

Her nexc thoughcB wandered to Lady Harriet, 
who fhe could notfuppofe M- all privy to her bro- 
ther's intention of marrying Mifs Ecklow, and the 
oonlideration of what (he would feel added to her: 
fufferings. 

She feh herfelf infinitely more hurt at the du' 
plicity than at the defercion, for flie could have for- 
given Lord Calome, had he told her the iaevitabla 
neceflity, if any there cotitd be that might be called 
inevitable, of complying with. his father's iujunc* 
tions.. She would with pleafure have renounced 
all, excepting his frieijdfliip, to have procured hira 
'happinefs, and have a&ed only his fratereal aJTec- 
tion;'but now war was declared between them) 
file WM excluded not only from bis love, fee mufl. 
fcont even hk pity, and for her own oharaSer and 
fecurity, muH increafe the commotion of her breaft, 
by Aruggling to ctmcenl and ta conquer a paffion 
ifiiich, 
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Which, t&ough the ofTgpring; of whatever it deemed 

amiable and ineflimabJe in the femaU heart, muS- 
from this moment be entirely eradicated. 

That which an hour before Ihe would have chofea 
aa her greateft jioffible happinefs, was, by. this n» 
volution, converted into the objefl of her flrODgeft 
fear ; and the protcftion (he fo ardently expeAed 
from LordCalornejfhe determined, even if compaffioa - 
induced him to attempt her refcue, to refufe, fince 
flie thought herfelf- lefs in danger from him who- 
avowed his delign^ than from infidioui treachery. 

Lord F^rnfbrd fcnt many ^mei to inquire after 
her, and to beg permiflion to fee her, which, flie 
pofitively refufed. When dtoner was fenred up, 
he dsfircdher, withnobetfcrfuccefB^tocomedown. 
The next meflagc was an intimation that left her 
without an alternative, that he would wait on her, 
and flie could not avoid hie vifit, becaufe he fol- 
hiwed the perfoh he had fent immediately ; flic 
therefore told KJtty not to leave the room, and 
received him with averted eyei and gloomy filence. • 
Looks could not repel him on whom both tears and 
prayers had no influence; bedrew a chair by her'i, 
apolof;ized for having abruptly broken in upon her, 
and defired her to difraifs her maid, as he had ftmis- 
thitig to fay to her in private ; (he made no anfwer, 
'twr did diefccm confcious of his being (here; h«r 
boTom heaved with fighs every moment, Ihe had 
loS the reEef of tean, and fobs wtich conrulfed' 
her 



li«r lungs, threatened frequenily ta Hop nfgirar-^ 
tjon. Lord Fainfori . rep ated hia requel) ; but 
flic continuing filent ; he toid Kitty if her lady 
wanted her he would ring the bell. — 1 cannot go, 
my Lord, (he leplied ; — Mift Fitiarthur ordered 

me to ftay. Mift Fitzartbur is very cautious, 

£iid hii Lordfhip ;— however I order you to go, 
and if you do not, Mift Fitzsrthur fliall have one to 
wai< on Her who betrer uoderiiands her duty.—— — 
Kitty locked earnellly at her millrefs, not knowing 
which pqwer die wae to obey ; a doubc which wai 
-foon removed by a more forcible repetition of tha 
command. 

She retired ; and the Earl, tjAimg Conflance's 
hand, faid to her wkh lefs fenfibiltty than a pidure 
ef her diftrefs would in many minds have excited ; 
— When may I hope this eiceflive referve will wear 
off;— I cannot fuffcr you to indiilge this unreafon- 
able forrow ; 'lis really weakacfa. — Come, my love, 
be yourfelf; I, am certain you will not do any 

thing unbecoming; if you think rightly you 

will rejoice in ' having deteiiled Calorue fo foon ;— i 
consider what a fituation you mufl have been in to- 
morrow had I not interpofed to fave you : — but, 
my deareft girl, why will you not fpeak ? are yow 
determined ftill obftlnately to, perfevere in your op-, 
-po&tion to me f — Surely you do not forget your 
pronufe ! why will you lefleo the favow by per- 
forming it fo ungracioufly >- Indeed, my love, 

you would condeiaa any one clfe for aOing in the 
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ntaaner you do, foi" you prefer mifery to felicity j 
•—only drive Calome from your remembrance, anii 
tell me you will truft me, and are vrilling to make 
^od your engagement, and you (hall be convinced 
of the delintereftednefe of my attachment to you.— 
J cannot imagine, were it in your power that you 
would marry a man who had once helitated &€• 
twoen you and money :— 1 will allow you to pity 
the weaknels of hia head and heart, in the fulleft 
confidence that you abhor hia decul; for I am 
certain, partial at you arc to tum you are too good 
to palliate this flagrant crime. 

Not a word had wretched Conftance yet fptAen ; 
but this very Micate fpeciet of confolarionwaa fa 
for beneficial to her as to rcHore her the privilege 
of tear* : his LordAiip, to whom any change was 
more agreeable than the Aate of fiupefa^on he 
bad found her in, with a degree offondnefs, never 
fo little difgullbg to her, becaufe never fo Uttle 
heeded by her, flill more warmly intreated her to 
accept and believe his protelladoni ; and while he 
wa« guilty of an aft of cruelty which all but 
himfelf would have Ihuddered at, be ezcufed it by 
the excefs of his lavi for her. After an ezertbn of 
all his eloquence, he prevailed no farther than 
bringing heMo^ fay, if mifery wa< to be her lot, Ibe 
cared little under what form it prefented itfelf.— ' — 
With this reply, which he conlidered asa declara- 
tiqi) that ihc ftould ;iot o|>pore him, he was forced 
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to be content, and, IcA he (bould injure hu cauf<d 
by pleading too ftrongly, left her, fending Kitty^ 
whom he found at the door ; to ftily with her, 
and as he went out defired that byjhe time he next 
few her flie would be dieft. 

His Tifit had again awakened her dread of him, 
and called her to a recoUe^ioa o£ her Ctuation. 
Defpair could net make her fubmit fupinely, and the- 
barbarity of hit conduit ini:reafed her dcteftation of ^ 
him; yet, at he had indifputedly performed hia* 
part of the covenant, fhe had no excufe in rcfuSog 
ta fulfil her promife, and with a refoUitioo litni- 
iar to thn with which llie would Iuitc fw allowed ' 
pcnfon, ftod a Atong hope that in thit a£t of cony 
pllance her heart would break, Ihe determined t> 
marry Lord Farafbrd : but aa Che wilhed,. and 
nuft to dte hS hour of her life wilh thaty bow- 
«TeT capable Lord Calorne wa*, he Aill (honld be 
fatisfied of her conAancy, Ihe could not think of 
thus renouncing him before fhe had warned him 
that the muft do fot. It would have been prefump- 
tion to fuppefe the Earl would comply with a re- 
queft to poftpone hii marriage, that Die tnight 
be gratiiied in this point, yet ilM flattered bei- 
felf that, by afTuring him of her final determi- 
nation in hit iavoOT, flie could prevail on hio^ 
hi his prefence, to let her fee Lord Calorne. 

She had 90 eipeftation of fuccels u&lefs tb& 
recjuefi wai peHbnalljr made, sod u ihe was to 
much. 
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much fshaulted to go down to him, even if her 
iaclination had concurred with nccellty, flie went 
into the dre£Bng-rooin and fent her maid to ha Lord- 
fliip defiring fhe might fpeak with' him : he promifetl 
inftantaneous obedience, and, when he opened the 
door^ Klitty recreated ^into the room her miftieft 
had quitted. 

Hii countenance wore the air, of joy and tn* 
timph ; he acknowledged himrelf honoured by her 
meiTage, and begged to know her commandi : ihc 
told htni her acquiefcent intentions, and thai the 
lialy favour Ibe would intreat Wai, to be pnmuteA 
to inform Lord Calorne verbally, that it waa he wh* 
l|ad driven hvr to this extremity : that it wa|. 
lier wiffa weighed, not with Lord Farnfbnl ; ihath* 
Jttoutd be prerent during the interview, could not 
prevail on him ; and that be would not fitfer it, vaf 
Hk concIuSon. 

It wai the hope of TdCceeding in her requeft 
JOid a defpcrate imagination, that, were it granted^ 
Lord Cal6rne might be at once the wiioeD of 
W love and her dtath, that had infpired hee 
with coui^ge to form the refolution in which Lord 
Farafbrd esulied : now, as the gratification an- 
DMed to it was vanilbed, her horror at the prof, 
peft returned, and With all the eloquence <^ 
.beautiful wretchedBefs Ihe flrove to convince him, 
that to end her exiftence would be incomparably 
lef» crtreltjr than the fdrce he put on her : flu. 
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denied that it could be Ibre that aAuated him, 
for when did love produce barbarity to the oh- 
jefl beloied ? - She faid it was revenge, it was a 
delire of thwarting Lord Caloroe, and it wat 
pride, which would not fufFer him to yield to 
anodier ; that flie would willingly promife to re-: 
main unmarried all her life if that would fa* 
tigfy him, that what Ihe had refufed him Ihould 
never be given lo %ny one, aad that £tie would 
not fee Lord Caloroe. 

He laughed at her for fuppofing thii ioTbeai- 
ance would -content him, and magnified in ten* 
fold proportion her hatred a»d her contempt of 
him, by faying that, could L*}rd Calornc't wife 
and (he agree, he would rather fubmit to Ihare 
aScAion with him than give her up.—-- " 
Good God ! what a wretch ! — exclaimed Con-' 
flaace, unawed by hit hearing her*.— muft I be 
yoked with the vilell of hii fpcciei ? — If I am 
he, anfwered hi> LonUhip, indeed you nuit j buf 
it ii you who have made ine what !■ am, and 
when you know me more intimately you wUl ac^ 
knowledge that my condufl to you it not the 
effeA of any principle in met it is the neceSty 
of departing from all priuciple :— ia an extraor- 
dinary caff (Ttraordiaary methods muft be tifed. 
—But continued he, I truft I need fay no mor^ 
to fecure your compliance ; you are tnine by 
' your promife, and I, fhould be a lafiing monument 
of 
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ef folly, were I to relinquifti my claim to you ^— 

you muft give up all pretenfions to prudence if 
you wiih I Oioiild do fo, fince the innumerable 
tongues of (lander would now be pointed M you, 
and your enemies, enraged at your efcaping theui, 
will not fail to afperfe you as the only means of 
exculpating themfelres,— — Admit for a moment 
that I reGgn my intention and pufillanimoully re- 
liuquifh you ; Ihould I not ezpofe you to every 
kind of evil ?-r-you cannot but giiefs at Calorne'i 
deligns, wheiv bat here ivould you be fafe from 
him? — you could not return to Mr. Gaynham'* 
for it ia more than probable they are in the plot. 
— No, replied Conftance, after fuch kindnefs at 
they have fliewn me, it is impsflible that they 
ibouid betray me.— I foppofe, retvracd the Earl, 
you (bought i(, a few hours ago, as impofEble that 
Calorne ihould deceive you, and yet you find lie 
hag, as I prophcficd he would,— You ought to dif- 
truft all conneded with him ; if fuch engagements 
as his to you could not bind him, how can you 
place confidencein a few external ads of perhaps 
intcrefted friecdfhip ? — Nothing Ihall perfuade me, 
faid (lie, that Lady Harriet or Mr. Gaynhatn 
■are privy to the affair : I am fure they would re- . 
ceive and pity me : — Lord Calorne's fault is, I 
srtti convinced, want of Aeadinefs, and he would 
never bt bis fifier into the knowledge of this fuU 
ing. 

I will 
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I wiH fuppofe then, cocitinutd Lord Farnford, 
that Lady Harriet » totally ignorant of the 
change in her brother's fentimenta ( this would 
not mend your fituation : if flic i* ftill your friend 
.ftie would wifli you to return to her, or to be fre- 
quently with her: could you rejefl her friendlliip ? 
or woald you, by accepting it, cipofc yourfelf to 
Calorne by being at his fiftcr's i — You would not 
require, nay, I am fure you would not allow that 
(he (hould refufe to fee him on your account; to 
be the occalion ot a family breach would be dread- 
fully irkfomc to you, and, if her love for her bro- 
ther (hould erer conquer her regard for you, fhe 
will hate you for it. Thefe reafona are fuch as a 
regard for your own chara^r and fafety oblige 
you to obey; pnidence^ and the natural mfh to 
maintain the good opinion of the world injoin you 
to confider thia houfe as your only place of fecu- 
rity ; for, if Lady Harriet appear) to have played 
the part which I have no doubt was all6tted to 
her, (he will not be backward in blaming you, and 
this abfence from her, will, if (he is fo difpofed, 
furnilh admirable matter of juftification, fincc, a> 
my p3l!ion for you is uuiverfally known, ihe will 
not iind a. belief that I have behaved to you not on- 
ly with the ftriiiefl honour, but moft Itudiom r«- 
fye&, very (iroog to oppofe her ; I do not thitdt 
you hardy enougk. to brave fcaudal, at>i will !c 
ever be in your power to clear yourfelf; in fitoit, 
were 
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•wtn I to abandtMi you, you would he convinced 
that my wifli to indulge you had overcome n^ 
prudence, and I know nothing which would fa 
inconteftably prove my love for you feigned a* 
my doing thut which you would perfuade me t« 
think the greatefl obligation I could confer en you> 
—But you cannot beltefe, after I am fo tho- 
Toughly iatisfied that I- am right in perfcvering, I 
would afl in direft oppofition to my judgment, 
wid, to avert from you an evil which is ideal and 
cannot (^ubfift, turn you loofe to every calamity 
which awaits friendlefa beauty. I have yet laid 
nothing of the reafons for-my adhering to my firft 
determination ; i have only Ihewn you thofe agajrift 
my giving you up; — for in my detaining you, my 
love for you, the inte rcfl I take in whatever con- 
'Cerns you, all con fide rations of honour and pity, 
and.every wifli to promote your fubflantial happi- 
nefs, plead forcihry. The arguments on each fide 
amount briefly to this : — [f I renounce you, I et- 
pofe you to milery fdr the reft of your life, but I 
gratify you in an ill-founded wifh : if I detain you, 
I fubjeft'you to a momentary ftruggle, but I fecure 
to you every future enjoyment. — Can you then, my 
dear Cunftancc, think fo meanly of my love or fo 
contempt uoufly of my underftanding, as to hope I 
will fo jnfamoufly betray you ? Every re-conSder- 
ation determines me yet more fully. I inrreai you 
to fummon all your reafon and fortitude to punilh 
Calorne as he deferv»» j and let me have the feli- 
city 
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citjr of knowing tha^ though you cannot immeii- 
qtely detach from your miod the favourable imprcf- 
fion you have admitted of him, it is not incompa- 
lible with the acceptance of my more ardent love. 
From a c6n*i£lioti that nothing the could fay 
would difTuade Lord Famford, the had hitherto re> 
matood mute; but now, being ftrongly urged by 
him to fpeak, flie anfwered, that were the circutn- 
Aancei of her fituation fuch as he had rcprcfented, it 
might perhaps be prudenl to fubmtt to the neceflily 
he hadimpofedonher; butthat flic was neither fo 
erpofednopfofriendkfs as he pretended to believe her, 
that the could, by retiring to her uncle's, avoid 
Lord Calorae, and remain in fecurlty ; befides that. 
Lord and Lady Reycolm would in a fliort time re- 
turn to England, and flie Ihould have fufiicieDtpro 
teflioQ.— — He interrupted her, by defiling her 
to anfWer a few plain queilions ingenuouily, whi.b, 
as this looked fomething like a parley, and flie flat- 
tered herfeif implied hefitation, flie. agreed to. — 

Do you believe, faid he, that it was always, fince 
Calorne firft addrefled you, his intention to deceive 
you ? — No, Conitance replied, I cannot fuppofe 
It... . — What are the motives, in your opinion, 
which induced bim to do it now ?— There can be no 
other than his father's authority.' ■ Do you 
think he has any afieftion for Mifs Ecklow f — I can 
hardly fuppofe he has, yet I know not.— Do you 
think it u voluntarily and with his internal confent, 
that 
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Oat hM fca imrmd her ?— No. I hc^ net.— Do 

you beliere he ever had the regahl be you friuch 
he profiled } — From tny hurt I beliere it. — Has 
hii Mtacbfneat to you, do yoirimagioe, ccafcd f— 
I Ciasot t<U.— HsiTe you not reafen td fuppolc, 
froar hit fecrcfy, tbat, notwitklfauidiiif hit tnuii- 
agCf he ha hopes that you iriU not eutiiely^eA 
1^ ?— H« certainly luom me tao well ta eMcr* 
tain foch m idea.— It he net acquaiMeil with your 
tore for him f — Too wdl, replied Coi^Hicc, al< 
Atoft fyaix wiA bong lb catediiaed. 

Oat queftioa nwe, laid hit lariOipt >ad I htrc ' 
done. CoUefiing, 6omwhat yau have now c«if 
MW, that it it agaii^ hu inchuatioii, audia can- 
pMnUc widi I.ord Oninf^;tDn*i wili diat he hat 
married a woman he doei not lore, and pitrnfisg: 
from I^ fecrely diat there it a JfKciet of hope that 
he KU eatcrtaint, caayan* when you at* ^OBt^i- 
AM ha 11^ acquMtiied with ya\ir &»9aunble dtlpofi- 
lioQ towurda h^m, imosiae you^Seli Mt km hit 
]tni<riutr wUle -you «n within hit reach ?— WerS 
yM .£&Merefted, Mift fituuthur; were you to 
judge Ibr another, you would ftt the roc^ I warn 
yen againK) — -I fliould he grinred that ei^tericacc 
JboAld c^Tintfl yon 1 am right ; *d, if yo* id* 
itdt my love-for you finccic, yo« inU a/a. iteo^er 
at H^ itfiAiitittli (tf ^aktiag you Bren'«|^ jMiur 
trill, Ami Ibcb jicrilk— Itera Aid, 2 flatter «y- 
Aii, iHMft«#rc4teawwneoDSu7: Ugnnnlnf* 

«oi>tiii< M ind 



aiidyoUha?e7ct4i>dre&. I will order your w«n»A 
to cdtne M you. Shall I ring ? 

Stay, my Lord, replied Conflance, and hear mor ■ 
—You Goofeft a great concern for my happimeTs, 
and feem very fearful that I fltould fufier in the 
opinion of the world : unleft thia a mere pre-^ 
tence, how can yon reconcile it . in fordng me to 
« marriage which ' I abhor, and which- tbofe iriia- 
know my arerfion to you wilt probably, doubt ? 
.fure^ I 'Oull then fnffer in the <^mon of. the 
world!-— fuch a^rivate marriage ts fcaadaloug, and 
would place me in the predicament I ought ta 
fliun ;— radicr, if you are not .altumed of your, 
violence, defer your, intention for a few ' hoUFB* 
«nd then openly, and in the face of the world avo'ir 
ifae injury you hare done me. 

My dear Madam, hii Lordilup rejoined, I bove 
fagadty enoughto ££cem that this is laft- year's 
game pitting over again ; but I hare learnt to be. 
a little more cautious in my compliances .-r- Yet, 
if, you objeA to a private marii^t on conditioa' . 
you promife to give me no caufe to repent my in- 
dulgence, our wedding fliall be even more public 
than if it were at church.— I toM you» I believe* 
that I CTpeOed a Urge company diis cvenuig: if 
you will m^ge to behave in fuch a manner « 
not tg incrcafe my lUfficulty, and to do notluns 
pncpofely to difcover that what you are about it 
not peifeaiy conformable to your williei> I i^iU 
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defer reading the fervice rill the company are come 
in, and then they Qull be witneflea of our marri- 
1^: if you do not chttfe tiiil» • friend of mine 
will be the only perfon to attend you, and yo* 
fiuU be immediately. introduced into the draffing- 
room aa my wife. 

Seeing no poflJbiUty of her efeaping if fo 
few perfoni were prefent, whereaa amongft more 
there was a c[ianca that Ibme one might prove 
her firiend, fhe reludbintly promifed obedience, 
and it waa agteed, H compulfion and fubmiffion 
may be called agreement, that the company in- 
vited ihould beJ^>cSator of thii laciiSce. 



CHAP. XXX, 
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T T . bong now lereo o'clock, Lord Vaniari ■ 

left her to <^lt, whkh flie could Jto longer ' 

tefitle to do at flte.wai lo tniJte & pubUc an i^' 

:SIa- ,.' pcanace. 
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pHUwicch Hit piefetKc bod by irntataig Iwr pn- 
tc M W J ber tU^iBg on any tWof bcfidc the dan- 
fcr mtti wUch be aiemced her : but now lU ber 
RcalleAion retumei! utd.her fenitudt faiAdk her; 
il p t 'mi epf iriiateTCf is -nluxMc, an^bg tb« 
. oonfriournela of baving aOed nptigbtly, dUraacd 
fey rite pad, loniMnted by ih* pnfcKif and d«f- 
pentc M to tbe Aitnn evMM «C ber life, Ibe finr 
■opetce on tbu Me the gnve: w4tolly tftcnMvd' 
ta Me* frma ■ woiU whidi Am beriered omM iXori 
■Whing bat aMitioR M ber Airvw*, he wa> an- 
gpf «Mt berfcir fw being enr tettnti by Ae 
iBtteringv ptoPp^Q whkti b«l rurroanded ber, 
and yet diougb Ibe faw it wa> isadnefs to hope, 
ber bcaR rebelled igainft Lord Fattafbrd'i ccmd- 
maodt, and, notwithflaaduig Ibe was aware that 
file had DO place o£ refuge, Ibe would have giren 
tbe UBiverTe for tbe meant of quitting; biihoule. 
To {mpare for a marriage while under fuch fe- 
rioui affi^on waa repugnant to nature, and £11 
more lb wat it to become tbe wife oi a man who in 
creiy new of bit cbaraAer, excited her hatred.-^ 
She alked hcrfelf if Jba was not ^ilty of the very 
crime flu imputed to K^rd Calorne ; ibe found 
berfelf under a neceffity of fubnutdng to fupericv 
fcrce, Bught not bo be Ibf—itiigbMiot be fufiei' aa 
iDiKb from the compulfion at ffae i£d ?-:>But wbu 
tUbiaaf caoUioblq^'biia t« canceal'fiaR Ckt bis. 
Uiwni*ni*a abeylMid Ohcfegwi^ Vhidy, £Phe 
baribntftftiM 4^jgifcMA)^prftag <»4i«(v 'ke-mnJUt 
b | M ihii r i«aedio!eaenihcM«i>t Yetperba^ 
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he could noc pievall on htmlelf to tufbrm hei of 
It, and had therefore poftpoued it till the. l^ft ih!* 
aute, ho[Hng flu might hear <^ it fnmi {txM one 
tlfefirS: thiamuflrsnge, butnot quiteimpoSbUt 
fbe therefore, villtng. to e^icufe him undM* whofe 
cruelty fhe ijiffeted, cMcluded, that he had mU 
miffiblo rcaibnt &» what ha bad done. And ladsficd 
that, howorer UDfavourable appearancu, he wu 
incapable of an^ thing tbK could ^ve her cftuA to 
fear bin, fhe thongftt him entitled to a vuidicatko* 
of his conduA. Heir couM (he cdtber btame, or 
retjuire him to account for tii dcfeillns her, if flie^ 
by marrying L.ord Fantferd, involv«d herfttC ■■ 
the lame fpeciei of ciinuaalicy ^he charged him 
with ? 

Without rememhcnng the perili Jhs wai txftAA 
to, Of that (he mu not ttow u libeity to &wk tat 
herlclf; almoll tDcapacitated from judging betveett 
right and wrong, prvdent and in^mdent, (h* 
refolved ftill Arenuoufly to oppofe 1.or1 Farnford, 
and loft to all fenfe of ber being in the bands df % 
man equally rcfolate, and able to execute Mt 
threats, and wbofB rage Oie had the uunoft retfott 
to dread, (he figaified her intentioii in thii billet, 
irtitch Qk ordered Kitty to lend to him by one of 
hit ferranti. 

' You have artfully extorted a promife froin 

me, but the circumftances under which it woi ot)< 

taioed, excufe me from the performance of it.— • 

It i> true, Jjotd Calome has dcceiTcd me ; but tliat 

will 
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will not warrint tay confcndng to be tKe wi& of 
another. — I have taken TOy laft refolTc, from which 
nMhtng Ihall oblifc me to depart: you cannot, 
you Ihall not, force me to marry yon.— Difinifs me 
fion my imprifonment ; for be afllitcd, I haTefliU 
tntoAt who will ponifli your violence. 

' C. M. F.' 

In ■ ftw BUDUtet after this note vai delivered, 
Igs Lordfliip entered -ibe room. Conltance had 
•xpe&d himi and had fummoned all her courage 
to receive him : ihe Wat walking up and down -. 
be Hopped her, and fheving her the p:^r, aiked if 
itwai hCr writing -. bu countenance exprefled ez- 
ceffive fury, and he Tpoke in the moll menacing 
tone, yet the was undaunted, and replied, that it 
was 0(f her writing : flic wondfred he could doubt , 
it. — I doubted it, he anfwered, becaufe I had too 
good an opinion of your underftandlng to imagine 
you could be the author of it, and of your princi- 
ples, to believe you would Ihriolt fronj a perfonn- 
ance of your promtfe ; but MUa Fitzartbur, your 
behaviour, fince you have been in my houfc, not 
only excufes, but jufiifies whatever violence, ■« 
you arc pleafed to term it, I may be driven to ofier 
you; your obftinaey only makes me more firm j 
I defpife your threat), and neither they nor your 
applications, fliall meet with more regard from me 
than thia terrific epiftle, which a miimcnt's re- 
flexion would have convinced you, could anfwerno 
other 
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Other purpofe than making me angry. ' ■ Sa^-ing 
thefe words, he tore the note into ten thouftmd 
pieces, and fcattered them on the floor. 
■ She dill mBintained her courage: the took no 
noiitc either of this aftion or of what he had faid, 
but turned from him in filence : he was tixi 
much provoked to be content \7ith this declaration 
of his fcntiments ; he repeated it, and defired 
' her to mend her opinion of hu undeifianding 
and his intrepidity, warning: tier that this waa the 
lafl hour ihe could retain ker obfiinacy, and ad.> 
▼ifing her, if iie wilhed to avcad compulfion, ra- 
ther lolpendit in preparing to- meet him, than in 
firengthening heifelf to make a futile oppofition. 
She returned no aofwcr to hij a^monitioni till he, 
not chufing to leave her in fuch a temper, Uyirig 
hold of her arm, made her turn towards him, fay* 
ing, with a moderate tone of vcnce, while he looked 
earneftly in her face, Hoff can you aS'ume a cha- 
ra£ier that fo ill becomes you ? will you not fpeak > 
(ilence b your old refource; but. Madam, I will 
not leiTcyomill joudo. ■ What am I -to fay ? 
&c then repliod : you will not let me repeat my 
determioation, and I am refoWed not to obey your 
unjudifiahla commands : my promife cannot equi- 
tably bind ma.' Not bind you ? Interrupted hia 
Lordfliip; what promife then is binding }~-~-A 
voluntary promife, Conftance rejoined ; mine was 
extorted from me.— How unwonhy this is of you ! 
£ud he ; can you plead fuch an exemption ? adi 
' " M4 mit 
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mit k, ud tfcry one, with wliofe cOBmiience or 
ioclimtioa k doea not fuk to perform apicniu&t 
may be iheltcred under the fime eicufe: half the 
proiniret nude, are not, ttn£Oy fpeaking, Tolun* 
Ury : it u not v»lM*t»rilj that many a man bindi 
Umfelf to pay tnaatj ; but itt bcu% an aft he di& 
Ultei) doet not exonerate him from the payment.--* 
For flume, Mi(t Fitzartfaur; abandon £0 ireak aa 
arsomeBt, and remember that at Ufi k re(U wkh 
Be to judge of the vnli^ty of yovr argwneot : I 
kbld A good, and infifi on your perfonnaiKe of k, 
>-AU promifet, replied Conftance. that I hav« 
wermadc^ Ihaveeitdearotired religioufly to kecpi 
but tfak, u being ertoned under dtcumftaacct ot 
Wrror, I do not hold rayfelf bound by.-r-What am 
] to undcri^nd by thk ? faid he : fiircly not that 
yon retrain I will not believe you b capricioui t 
I mnft have an exp&ck anrwei: CYcry ntnute is of 
impgrtance : tell me what you mfan, a* that muft 
goTcrn my proceeding! : what do yott ^yi? — Tliat 
i will not be your vrifc, repUcd Conftuwe, c(4Ic^ 
iag all htr firmnefi.— You will Aot, nnirocd his. 
Lordfliip ; Iwt you flaall, Madam, ia f]ut« of all 
yowr bravery. 

He then in^MtuouIly rang the bell, and kiquifed 
wbccher Mr. Metward wat in rite honfe £ Ae fer* 
vant went to fee, and the Eari contmued in the 
fogm very much perturbed. Kitty, who had been 
a wkneft to the focne, fbod by Mift Fiturihur 
tTembling with fear; but her mifirei' encouraged 
her, 
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ifCT, by tcltinghernattobealanned, for that Lord 
Fun&rd dared not to put hit threats in executioBt 
he bewd her, and with a look of i&lblent coatempt, 
fiudf ]■ he lb cowardly, do you think ? -—She laid 
no tnorc: the fervaDi returned with an anfwcr, 
tvhich gave her hopes: for Mr. Metward had been 
called out on bufiaeftf and had l^ft word he would 
be at Lord Farnford'i at nine o'clock : hit LonUbip 
BHittered, a filence followed, and he again rang the 
bell.— Order thepofl-cbaife and four, laid he to the 
man, to be got ready aa faA at poffible ; you and 
one of the groonu muft go viiA it armed: I muft 
be at Mount Felix imniediBtely, and' you fend the 
boufekeeper up to me. Sbe came, and he fpoke 
to her on the outfide of ttie room, holding the door 
fo aitbat ibe might not fee Conftince, at the fjinc 
tioK delivering hit direfiioni, aa if purpulely that 
MiCi Finuirthur nugbt hear then), in a. very audi' 
Ue TiMCc : be told her he waa oUiged to go out of 
com infiantly, without regard to bis engagement 
to the cKnii^, that Bm muft inform Lady Emisa. 
of thii^ and requeft bei to do the hoaourt of tia 
btmlb, and to make an apology for him. 

RctumiDg to Con&Hnce, who wat not yet ind* 
iwdaardi be Cudf— You fee, my obfiinatc young- 
lady, to what extremities yon drive me :— I peri 
eavt yon maan to be refta^ry ; but when I have 
you in-tte OMBtr)* I defy y«u.<— Why yon wilt 
atvfcr^, M^tt4 CofalbuKe, ctny tm into tbe 
M4 Musnyj) 
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country^ you will not run tuch a rifque!- . ^- ! 
vrill run any rifque. Cud he, rather than be circum- 
Tcated by your ^nificet • you fhall go to Mount Fe> 
lix, 'rieavery pretty vi.llal alTure you, aiid there you. 
will have Icifure to repent your folly, and I flull 
, have time to confider whether I have not done 
wrong making you fuch offert, and whether, for a la- 
dy who hag treated me Co contemtuoufly, and wh(») 
I (hall have fo entirely in my power, a faandfotne 
; may not be a fitter reward than a 



Thit, which . was avowedly an lafult oa Con* 
(bnce, had the effeA his Lordftup tnlhcd to pro- 
duce ; her firnmeft no longer continued : all her 
fpinta gave way, and, Ihe befought him to have 
patience. — For what purpofe ? be angrily afted ^-: 
that you may* again abufe it f I am ferry -to fay 
you are not tp be tnifted.— I fee the confidenceL 
yoit have in thofe you call your friend* deceiTes 
you :— you Ihall b^ out of thar reach in three, 
houn ; but remember whatever ii the coofequeoce 
of your ftubbornnefs I am not refponfibk for it. 
—I offered milder terms.— The rcfpeft I ever en- 
tertained for you would not allow me to think of 
a (Uflbluble connexion, tf I iiul in my intentiaait. 
blame yourlet^ and not me. 

He then turned (rtun her,, aad wai about to quit 

the room,' when in the moil fuppliant wordi, fl» 

begged him to hear her: he refufed* and wenK 

nearu tkt 4a«F» byTa^-r-l vrill koAto you when 

the 
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the carriage comet. She inircatcd him to return, 
ICiEty joined her i but he wu inexorable and left 
them. She was asm ahnofi mad) and her com- 
panion could afibrd her no relief; the cafevu 
derperate, and within half an hour fhe was inform- 
ed that the chaife was at the door, and that, if fhe 
did not come dowa, Lord Farnfbrd would immc- 
(Kately wwt on her. This meflagc (he anfwered 
by a requeft to. fee him. But he ftnt word he 
had DOthing more to fay, and that he begged Ihe 
would not deky him: flie had no alternative, 
obedience was not to be avoided, and Ou went 
down to the parlour, her maid following her to 
the foot of the ibun in espefiuion ctf the crent. 



CHAP. XXXI. 



LIBBXATIOH. 



LORD Farnford was in the room adjoining 
that fbe was Ibewn into, and, the door be-' 
iof t^cn, Ihe law him folding up a letter which 



1$* cowstamce: 

he gave to a fcrrant that waited, and IM him 
deliver to Mi*. Meiwaid io foon as be cans in* 
Coaftance, vrha had nipported hcWdf againft the 
minfcot, when the man was difmifled went to Lord 
Famfbnl ; but coutd not fpeak : he did not lixik at 
her, till he had taken what appeared to be (bnw 
bank-notes out of a writing table, and put them 
bilo hii {loclcet-book, which having dune, be turn- 
ed to her, and as if they had been two indifferent 
people giring together for an airing, faid, — Now 
Madam, I am ready to attend you. — Me was then 
pa^g her, when ihe beg^ him to have a mo- 
ment's patience. ' -It it too late, he anfweredt 
you have trifled too long already.— O hear me die 
cried,— do not force me to go with you : — I cannot 
. go ;— but I will promife. And wliq would regard 
your ptomife, he replied fcornfiilly ; you may al- 
ways fay it was extorted from you ; — I have al- 
teady made greater conccffiooi than any man befide 
in ray fituation would have done ; — I have hu- 
moured your caprice and now have reafon to re- 
pent my lenity : you cannot expeA ine to be any 
longer your dupe, ceme, Mifi Fitzuthur, the 
cafiiage WMti,— I infill on your going. — I cannof 
go with you, ihe anfwered, crying mo(t vehemently, 
I would rather agree to the temu you at lirA pro- 
pofcd, on condition you will ms take me out of 
thia hoeft. — Tou have once njefted thofe tcmu| 
fud Wa Lordflup, and cannot expcA thejr fluuld 
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"tc again oSered yau. — I cannot wi'it ; jou mull 
and pofirively fliatlcome: — if jrtni will noC walk 
fiiere arewayt of making you move. — Untefi yon 
meui to kill me, replied Conftance, O ray Lord, do 
not infiil on my going. — I do infiA oq it, fiud be» 
and will make you go. 

She wai now utterly unable, through her vari- 
ous agitation!, to fay any more, and felling on her 
knee*, flte looked at him in filent agony : this 
Jbftened him: Mils Fitzatthur, he faid, fuch s 
pofture I cannot bear to fee you in : you a fuppU- 
ant who might cooimand ! Why will you oblige 
me, continued he, feating her in 3 chair, and wip- 
ing her eyei with the handkerchief fhe held in her 
hand, to ufe feverily } if yon knew the pain I fuf- 
ftr in (peaking eren ungently to you, you would 
l^are it me : you (hall not be taken away> if yoit 
do not oblige me to it. — Send the carriage away* 
wa* all the reply (he could make, Thit he faid he 
could not do, till he was fecufe againft another re- 
Iap(e ; and the fcrrants were told ta wait dll they 
had farther orden ; he then returned to her, and 
ohcuned now without difficulty, her ahfcrfute and 
(blemn promife, that Ihe would tubmit peaceably, 
to which he made her add'aAother, that after her 
marriage (he would not joiii in the refetUi&ent her 
friends might Jhenr, but ihouid maintain hcrifcfi' to 
be bis wife. 
As foon ai tfiui final ftroke *ai put te her con-' 

•Annation, he hurried her K)'direft, and widi a r«-J 
folution 
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Ibludon toyieldt yet more heroic than her oppofi* 
tioR, Ihc obeyed him, though obliged fereral times 
through faintnefs to de&ft : the dread of his impa- 
dence made her exert herfcif; but flie loft'muclt 
time in doing and undoing without any reafoo : her 
maid could affilt her very feebly, for it was only 
Conftance'a iutteatiei that flie would not add to her 
fufierings, that fupported her. 

At a linle alter eight, Ibe waa drefled, and an- 
fwered^an inquiry from Lord Faruford by faying, 
flie was ready ; be came to fetch her ; this was a 
trying moment, and jhe- inroluntarily turned trom 
him ; but he, who could not have cxpefled a very - 
flattering reception, endeavoured to encourage her : 
he told her that he thought it better oc^ to wait the 
arrival of the company, aa it might be too much 
ipi her, ^ and in this, having neither hopes nor. 
views remaining, flic concurred, making Stile 
more reply than tears which, in fpite of her, trick-, 
led flowly down her cheeks. 

Her dejeAian, though it eclipfed the tuftre c^ 
her beauty, gave it new charms j fhe looked me- 
Uncholy, but compofed, and ezhilMted a pi^ure 
of innocence and refignation; her drefs, as fhe' 
had hitherto been in mourning, had nothing co- 
looted in it, but was entirely whiK, and her hat 
Tas ornamented with beaudful featben which, 
drooped forward, and temunated her figure. Thua 
^^ratcd, Jhe fiood.the viAim of aBt ungovernable 
jgtSm and a wteKhed exuojpje of the infbtbOity «^ 
humaS^ 
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fauman happioefi.— Lord Famford offered to take 
her hand ; flic drew it back, but after a momeitt'i 
Kcolte^OQ perimtted Intn to lead her to a rooni 
whither iEicty faUotred, aad where there wa> do 
company : he faid ercty thio^ that could animate 
her, nuzing now and then a hint of what fflie 
mull expe£l if flie was refra^ry ; and having al- 
lowed hfT, what he thought fsfficieot time to 
compofe berlelf, he opened the door of the next 
room, and ^x>ke to Ibmebod)' there in a low voice : 
then coming back to her, hf told her that, know- 
ing her aotipuby to Mr, Metward, he had em- 
ployed another pcrfon who waited for her ; and he 
immediately led her to the fccne of facrifice, whei^ 
were only the dergymait and a geutlemaa whom 
Ihc had never before feen. 

It now required eveiy cxerdon to keep her hotti 
l^tug; (be begged to fit down, and that IGtty might 
be with her» both which requefis were complied with. - 
Feeling her agitation grow every moment greater, 
^od Gearing irritating Lord Fa^nfi>rd, fbe-fbrced her-, 
felf to rife, and faying to hericl^ It ii over— fool, you, 
cannot be more wretched :— -and to hii LonUhip,-^, 
I am ready i—he gave her to the flranger, £n{tn 
whom he wat again lo receive her, and the ffcrvioft 
began ; but when flw wai reqiured to repeat / Cu^, 
fitmtt MatiU» '«fa tbet EtlwM-d, bet tongue »■ 
foled in office,; and the wordt were gi*en her three, 
timet ixhn the coi^ finme her wf^fot to v^uMb. 
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1111 IIk heard that claule which declared I>ord 
Farafenl and herfclf nwn and wifis, her endeavoun 
to fupport herfelf fucceedei; but then, unable to 
bear the horron of her fituaaoo any longer, flw 
lowly uilerH— O God Almighty !~-0 Lord Ca> 
lorac, (aigivt me, and funted in the arm* of tier 
hufltand, who had, during the whole of the cere* 
tnony, watched her couDtenattce, and wa> prepared 
for fuch an accident ; (he wai recoVered, the fef- 
Tice wai concluded, and the inhuman Eart led ber 
to the room" (he had before been in.- All-common 
methods were now ineffcAual to keep animation in 

-'Jier; afurgeon wasfent forto bletdher, which had 
the defired cSe&, and by hit direfiimi Ihe-wat re- 
tnored to her chamber, where flic was to rem^ 
perfit^ly quiet. 

The Tifitort now beginning to allemble,' Lord 
Eamfbrd waa detained in the dnwing-room, mi 
contented faimfelf mth fcncKng, rixtut oore in fivo 
mrnutet, to inquire after her The furgeon left 
hen her ctonhs were changed when fhe was to 
nearly inftnfible as to be tncnifcioin of it ; aaA 
llie was laid down on the bed. 
' AtxMt eleven o'cttick, hi* Lord<bip cmm to ber 
docff, and begged to be dlowed fiv* I^UHs «m- 
Terimonwiib her; but ffieCsuld not confemn^ 
ftehim, and he gare the fir& pioof of conjagal 

~ aSke&m, by fiibttutting ta k relW)il« and by pro* 

Aifing, if j&e woirid cotnpofe berfel^ And try W 

reft, nothbg flwuld diftorb her : befiudhehador* 

deccd 

,. ...^Xooglc 
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ieicA the porter not to fu6er anjr body to knock at 
the ik>or ; and defircd, if there was the leifl notfe, 
to keep her awake, that Kitty would ring, and it 
flwuld be Hopped. 

The houfe wat fo Urge, that fbe wai not at all 
iDConuDoded by the gae&t ; and at four o'clock, 
being heartily wearied with hanng fiu np the pre 
ceding night, and inth the esccffive fatigue of body 
and mind Ihc had undergone, comforted by Lord 
Famford'i pronufo, and fatitlied that her maid iirauld 
not for a moment leave her, the agony of fonrow 
yielded to the bleffing of human weakneb, aodlhe 
fell alleep, , 

In tbit ftate of torpid felicity, Ibe continued 
about two hourt, and nrdke refrefbed, but totally 
at a loft to recoiled where Ihe was : fhe feemed W 
have no remembrance of the tranfafdon of the 
creningi and mth a degree of chearfulDelt which 
rendered correcting her a rery painful office, in* 
quired where Lady Harriet waa. The l^ht of her 
maid waa an anfwer to every queflion of thit fort( 
and all the mi&ry fhe had for fome time forgotten, 
burfl on her imaginatioD : her Arength wat fome- 
what rellored by her lleep ; the commotion of hex 
fpiriti waa confidcrably fubfided ; but hei foffer- 
ings were not diminilbed : her breach of faith to 
Lord Calotne, her averfion to the man fhe had mar> 
ried, and the profpeCtof increafing e*il, all tended 
to deprive her of confoluton, and not even her 
endeaTOun to oppofe LordCalome's bafe defertioa 
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tf her, and his cruet neglect of die re^ueff (he had 
ftnt him, to her former opinloa of hira, nor her 
wifbei to reconcile herfelf to her fate, could bring 
her the leafl fupport <k encouragement. 

She was, however, now able to collefl her Mat- 
tered thoughtf, and to confider what fhe fhould do : 
Die wilhed to fee Lady Hariiet, whofe diftrefs (he 
could not doubt, was Tcry great, but (he did not 
dare to go to her withoQt Lord FarafOrd'j leave, 
lelt he (hould, if not detain, follow her; (he there- 
ibre, before nine o'clock, fent Kitty to his valet, 
defiling that hit LoTd(hip might be told (be wi(hed 
' to go immediately to Burtington-ftrcet ; tbeanfwer 
returned wai, that Lord Famford wai nor up, but 
that be had faid, (be was her own miflref), had or- 
dered her coach to be got ready ; and, for the pur- 
pole (£ paying his refpe^a to her before ihe went, 
would rife ^eflly. 

' A gleam of plcafure darted acroft her mind, at 
hearing diis manumiflion : and, when (he was told 
the carriage was ready, (he went down. The Earl 
tnet her at the foot of the Saira, and by his unwel- 
come-civility, unnerved evefy torturing idea: he 
took her into the parlour, faying he would not £e: 
tain her many minutes, and that he could not'fuffer 
her to go without making a peifonal inquiry after 
her health : he alked her if Hie had break&fted, 
and hearing that flie had not, inliAed on her having 
chocolate: li< was not often to bs-dilTuaded, and file 
wai obliged to fubmit to this delay, notmthlUnd' 
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tng Ihc had told him haw «anicftly Die wjfhed to 
relieve Lady Harriet'* anxiety as foonas poffible. — 
She ii not half fo uneafy about yoU) replied his- 
Lordlhipt as you iniag;ine : only mark the reccp- 
tioil (h^givei you, and unlcfs I am, very much mif- 
taken, flie will not Aiew the feelingj you expcd. 

Her detention Con^nce foon found was an arti- 
fice to gain time, in order to learn what Ihe iatend- 
ed to do. While Jhe wai drinking the chocolate. 
Lord Famfbrd qucfiioned her when flie meant to 
return, and whether Ihe purpofed calling on an/ 
body befide Lady Harriet ! Ihe faid Ihe Ihould go 
only there, but that the length of her flay depended 
OD circumflance* ; {be might come back in an hour, 
or flie might flay three or four, — You will dine with 
me, 1 hope, rgoinrd he : I fliall have no othercom* 
pany, nor will I, till you are perfeflly reconciled 
to your fituation : and now I will perform my pro- 
mife to reflore you your liberty myfelf : though! 
part with you, as you mufl believe, mofl relufUntly^ 
I will lead you out of the houfe . 

As he handed her to the carriage, he added,— I 
expeiS to be unmercifully treated by you and 
Lady Harriet; but remember your power and be 
not too feverc. I ftand at p re fen t in a very unfa- 
vourable light, but I hope every hour will improve 
your opinion of me : if you are the relator of what 
has palTcd, you will be my accufer and vindica- 
tion, for, when thcobjeil is confidered, what I 
have done can neither be wondered at nor blamed. 
She 
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Stie only aDfwero] ;-~I fincerely wilh I. had n* 
bccafioo to mention your name ; — and then got 
into tht coach, which Ike ordered to Mr. Gaya- 
ham's. 

In her nay thither, every thought that could 
render ber vifit paiaful rofe in hcf tnind : thif 
frai the monung on which flie wai to have beea , 
married to Lord Catorne, and the unmeafurable 
difhtncc between her prefent mifery and the peace 
at ie»f^ which flic had promifed herfclf, funk her , 
to derpvr. Whatever could enhance the fe- 
Rdtj flie had ]aS, and the wretchednefs the was in- 
■wrfred in, fuggelted itfelf to her, and no one cir- 
CQinAaDce appeared to af!brd her a ray of con- 
Ibhidoii, except the refleflion that if Lord C«- 
lome ctmU attempt fraud, it was .impoffiblc 
Jhe could hove been happy with him, and there- 
tvt k was an aA ot Ffovidence to fecure her 
horn him : in CTciy view of hu charai^er he waa 
cither weak or mck«l ; the deception might have 
«ontinued for a fliort time, but to have difcers- 
ed )m principles when flie could not hare fepa- 
rated herfelf from him, muft have occafioncd fuch 
grief as the elevation to which her hopei had been 
raifcd would have rendered to the greateft degree' 
pungent. 

Tbefe confidcrations, though they might gradu- 

dually hare reconciled her to the renunciation 

of Irfird Calorne, could not to her marriage 

*rith Lord Farnfbrd, who, notwithftanding he was 

her 



A H » V E L. xit 

lier hufbaod, wu lliU the object of her ibhor- 
rence; and however ftri£tiy her natural adher- 
ence lo-re^tude might enable her to difcbarge 
ber duty towardg him, fhe ibrcfaw nothing could 
ever infpire her mth fuch fcntiniMitt for him ai 
would nuke the perfbnnance of it eafy, and with- 
out which her fituation wu but a Iplcitdid {Uvcry. . 
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